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Dear Friends,
Some of you probably know that
before every Session meeting, the elders who
can all go out to dinner and just enjoy being
together for awhile before we get down to
business. Usually we go to Chick Fil-A in
Stockbridge, but then a few people got into
the mood for pasta and suggested Italian
Oven instead, so we decided to give it a try.
When I emailed the elders to let them know
we’d be at Italian Oven instead of Chick Fil-A,
this is the response I received from Aaron
Roberts:
“WHAT?! NOT Chick Fil-A? I’m not
sure if I can even continue at this church if
changes this big keep occurring. On second
thought, I like you people too much to let this
issue, although significant, come between us.
See you at dinner, after I cool down.”
I laughed till I cried! What a perfect
example of how folks feel about ANY change,
however small. Of course he was only joking,
but there’s so much truth there, too. Mostly I
just loved having a good laugh in the middle
of the day!
Well, let’s fasten our seat belts,
because I have a few more changes to tell
you about. First (in case you haven’t already
heard!) there’s a church Christmas party this
year on Saturday, December 10, from 2:00 –
4:00. The children are working VERY hard
on a play they’re very excited about, and they
can’t wait to show their church family what
they’ve accomplished. After the play, we’ll go
down to Fellowship Hall for refreshments,
visiting, and fun. Bring cookies and your
favorite cookie recipe! The bakers among us
are always on the lookout for new goodies to
make. I’m so much looking forward to this
time of seeing the kids and being with you all,
my dear church family. Don’t miss the fun!
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“The Church At The Bridge”

This next piece of information isn’t
new, actually – it’s the same thing we did
last year. The December 2011 and January 2012 newsletters are being combined
into one, which means that this is our last
newsletter till February. One thing, though,
is changing in the new year, a result of
budget problems. As of January 2012,
newsletters will no longer be mailed out to
individual homes and families. Postage is
a huge expense! All monthly newsletters
will be available on our church website,
and there will be a supply in the Narthex
for you to pick up a copy if you don’t use a
computer. Also, for those who do use
email, you’ll get your newsletter online as
an email attachment. We want to keep the
newsletter available and easy to get to,
without spending the large amounts on
postage that we usually do. If you have
questions or problems, contact Levena in
the office and we’ll see if a solution is available.
Lessons and Carols will take place
on Sunday, December 18, during the 11:00
worship. It just wouldn’t be Christmas
without that, would it? We’ll have our usual
Christmas Eve service on Saturday,
December 24 – candlelight, meditation,
and communion. So many of you say this
is your favorite service of the year.
We’ll also get together to worship
on Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day,
at 11:00 in the sanctuary. Expect lots of
Christmas carols and lots of joy and celebration! On Christmas Day, Session has
approved cancelling breakfast and Sunday
School to give folks time to spend with
family, or just to sleep in a little bit. But
don’t miss worship at 11:00, to welcome
the Christ child to the world and give
thanks once again for God’s mercy and
goodness.
I hope and pray that one way or
another during this busy season, there’ll be
time for just you and Jesus. It may be that
you can clear out the house and get yourself some genuine quiet time.
But
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remember, Jesus is with you as you’re on
your way to Kohl’s or Kroger or wherever, and
you can feel free to spend a few minutes with
him even while you’re on the go. And when it
comes time to say grace over dinner on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, let’s give
thanks with full and grateful hearts. Because
of Jesus, we have abundant life now and
eternal life, too – forgiveness, mercy, hope,
and joy. Of all the many things I have to be
thankful for in my own life, you all are at the
top of the list. Worshiping and serving with
you is God’s special gift to me, and I’m so
grateful to him for making it all happen. Merry
Christmas!
See you in church -Susan

Best
Wishes
For a
Merry
Christmas

DECEMBER 4
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8
"The Forerunner"
DECEMBER 11
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:47-55
"The Power of Praise"
DECEMBER 18
Lessons and Carols
DECEMBER 24
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20
"The King of Glory"
DECEMBER 25
Psalm 98; John 1:1-14
"Joy to the World"

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

Christian Education News
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Christian
Education

LOOKING
AHEAD

We are happy and
excited about two
new groups that
are being planned
for next year.

Mary Thompson
Coordinator

H

ave you ever heard anyone say
“Christmas is just so commercial”? How about “Christmas is
just for children”, or “I just don’t have any
Christmas spirit this year.”? I love what
Peter Marshall had to say about sentiments like that in his little book, “Let’s
Keep Christmas.”
He reminds us that, “our Christmas won’t
be too commercial unless we have
commercialized it. If we think it’s just for
children we really don’t understand it at
all, because the older we get the more it
means if we know what it means. If we
say we just can’t seem to find the Christmas spirit that is really too bad. It means
that we feel no joy that Jesus came into
the world; that His presence in the world
isn’t a reality for us. Maybe we need all
the more to read the Christmas story over
again, need to sit down with the Gospel
of Luke and think about it.”
He states that “in a world that is changing
so much and so fast we want to remember what Christmas really means – the
beginning of Christianity, the second
chance for the world, the hope for peace
and the only way. The promise that the
angels sang is the most wonderful music
the world has ever heard, “Peace on
earth, good will toward men”. It wasn’t a
pronouncement of the state of the world
then. Nor is it a reading of the present
time. But it is a promise, God’s promise.
I thank God for Christmas. Would that it
lasted all year.
So let’s not spend Christmas, or observe
Christmas – let’s KEEP Christmas. Let’s
keep it in our hearts that we may be kept
in it’s hope.”
God Bless and MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
Mary

The first group is for young adults who
have finished high school and are in
college or the early part of their working career. Aaron Roberts and Brandy
Conner will moderate the group which
will be self directed and focus on issues
facing the group in their daily lives.
Their first get together will be at the
home of Aaron and Amy Roberts in mid
January.
The second group will be a Sunday
School class for adults, taught by Laura
Richardson. The group will focus on
issues of interest such as raising children, juggling career and family and
how out relationship with God and the
church can strengthen us. The starting
date for this class is also in mid January
so watch for more details and the exact
starting date soon.
We already have two established Sunday School classes for adults. They are
the Pastor’s Bible Study, taught by our
Pastor, Susan Bennett and the Walter
Lee Class, taught by Tom Francis.
The Pastor’s Bible Study will continue
to explore the Gospel of Mark and may
move to a new location once our renovations are complete. The Walter Lee
class is taught by Tom Francis. They
are currently into a study of the Book of
Exodus with subjects such as “God’s
Blessing for All Nations” and “The Lord
Provides”.
Both classes
are full of
insight, learning, lively discussion and,
yes, laughter.

CECoordinator@spcusa.org

CHILDREN’S
MUSICAL
AND
CHURCH
WIDE
CHRISTMAS
PARTY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10,
2011 at 2:00 pm
The children are very busy preparing a
joyful Christmas musical under the direction of Brandy Conner. They will present
it for the entire congregation, guests, and
visitors at 2:00 pm on December 10th
and we can’t wait.
After the performance we will all go to
Fellowship Hall for a fun church-wide
Christmas party for everyone. This will
be a super way for all of us to celebrate
the Christmas Season together and will
include Christmas goodies, fun activities
and surprises and your favorite cookie
recipe. PLEASE GO AHEAD AND
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW,
BEFORE THEY GET FULL, FOR THIS
VERY SPECIAL EVENT.
~~~

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2012
June 11-15, 2012
9 am – 12 noon

Watch for details later and be sure to
keep this week in mind as you make

Youth News

Hello
To you
all,
Is it really December already? My goodness
how the time flies...for me once August 31
passes the rest of the year is a blur.
I guess you all know me by now and if you
do, you know that Charlie Brown’s Christmas
is one of my all time favorites. Charlie Brown
is like so many of us...just wanting to do
what’s right but somehow always messing
things up. His intentions are so good, so pure
but for some reason things just don't seem to
work out for him. Linus is his best friend who
is care free and seems to just get how this life
works - deals with it and gets on with
it. Sometimes I'm a Linus, but mostly I'm a
Charlie Brown. What about you? Linus or
Charlie Brown???
I think either is fine and most of us are a little
or a lot of both! Charlie Brown was put in
charge of all the unruly kids trying to put on
the best Christmas Pageant ever. But he was
treated with no respect, no consideration and
yet he still pushed onward. And of course you
know how the tree thing worked out for
him. The BIG beautiful trees all glamorous
and boastful didn't hold beauty to Charlie
Brown; but the tiny little twig of a tree stole his
heart. He knew that it represented his own
simple little life surrounded by his large and
boastful friends.

Linus Van Pelt: Sure, Charlie Brown, I can
tell you what Christmas is all about.
[moves toward the center of the stage]
Linus Van Pelt: Lights, please.
[a spotlight shines on Linus ]
Linus Van Pelt: "And there were in the
same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them, 'Fear
not: for behold, I bring unto you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the
City of David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.' And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God, and saying,
'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.'"
[Linus picks up his blanket and walks back
towards Charlie Brown]
Linus Van Pelt: That's what Christmas is
all about, Charlie Brown—Luke 2: 1-20.
Please remember that this season and all
year through.
Have a wonderful Christmas. Enjoy your
family and friends...
Love you all,
Stephanie

He wanted to take it home, dress it up and
make it the most beautiful Christmas tree
ever, but that too turned into a disaster. But
his faithful friend Linus helped him to understand what "The Grinch Who Stole Christmas" also learned: that Christmas doesn't
come from the store, wrapped up in pretty
paper and bows. Christmas comes from our
hearts, and the really wonderful thing about
the meaning of Christmas is that we celebrate
it all the year through.
So if you ever forget just ask Linus what the
real meaning of Christmas is:
Charlie Brown: I guess you were right, Linus.
I shouldn't have picked this little tree. Everything I do turns into a disaster. I guess I really
don't know what Christmas is all about.
[shouting in desperation]
Charlie Brown: Isn't there anyone who
knows what Christmas is all about?

Sunday, December 18th
4:30-8:30 pm
Come and join the fun!!
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DECEMBER
YOUTH
EVENTS
Dec. 3: Saturday morning: Ice Skating @
Centennial Olympic Park. Time: 10:30~leave
church no later than 10:45 and return around
2pm (actual skate time 11:30-1pm). Bring a
sack lunch and drink (Concession stands are
available). Cost: $9 (90 minutes skating) and
skate rental.
Dec. 11: 4:30 to 6:00 Cookies and crafts
(make cookies and crafts for gifts when we
Christmas Carol)
Dec. 18: Christmas Caroling 4:30 till 8:30
No Youth again until Jan. 8, 2012.
We are sending a
HUGE THANK
YOU from the
youth group for all
the toilet paper
you donated in November. The first week we
ended up with 380 rolls. We separated them
into 4 roll packs which gave us 95 packs of
TP to give to 95 families....that was just the
first week. I'm not sure how much more
received this month but that was a great start.
A special thanks goes to Lee Hart for donating a huge box of TP...she is our TP Queen of
the month! December we are collecting
toothbrushes and tooth paste so please
bring in what you can.
We will have a box in the
Narthex for toothbrushes
and toothpaste. Please remember us when you are
shopping each month. The
SPY'S thank you! Here’s
the list for upcoming months:
Feel free to deposit your
toiletry items more than once a month.
January: Bath and body soap
February: Deodorant
March: Shampoo and Conditioner
April: Lotion
May: Toilet Paper

“But strive first for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33

Witness News
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SPC Christmas
Baskets…

Christmas for the
Community by the
Community
In 1983 Community Christmas For the Needy (CCFN)
was started at Stockbridge
Presbyterian Church. Over
the last 28 years we have all
come together to help bring
Christmas joy into the lives of
those less fortunate than ourselves within our community. CCFN has
been a real blessing to the community and
SPC members and friends.
Starting this year it has been reorganized and is now facilitated by Connecting
Henry. There are still many opportunities for
SPC members to participate in this countywide ministry. If you would like to volunteer to
help, please contact Katrina Betsill at 770320-7008 (katrinab@avalonchurch.net). You
must register with Katrina before arriving at
the activities. Below are listed times and
activities that will take place in McDonough
where your assistance would be appreciated:
Toy Store Hosting:
December 08 - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
December 09 - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
December 10 - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
You can also volunteer to help with parking,
security, or clean up. Help will be needed for
the Children’s Village, as well. The children
who come with their parents will have the
opportunity to enjoy arts & crafts, inflatables,
and Santa Claus while parents are “shopping”
for them. Remember to contact Katrina to
volunteer.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
— Matthew 28:19,20

WitnessComm@spcusa.org

Christmas came early at Stockbridge Presbyterian Church as Sara Moseley, Anne
Watson and Peggy Chase were totally
surrounded with items you - our congregation and friends brought to be packed for
our Military. I had hoped to get enough for
one box for each of the eight names and
addresses that were given to me. The week
before - I did not have enough for three, so
just prayed that God would lead us to filling
those boxes. A friend of Charles and Edna
Fisher's in Newnan heard about the boxes
and asked if she could help - and help she
did. The Fishers delivered 20 bags to
church the next Sunday. Melissa Hembree
and her employer provided 30 pair of boot
sox and not only 1 box was packed, but
Sarah, Anne and I were able to pack 2
boxes per person. With the help of Charles
Moseley, the boxes were taken to the post
office and mailed. So from our military men
and women, THANK YOU for your kindness and generosity and especially for
those who gave money for the postage.
The 16 boxes we sent to Afghanistan, Iraq,
Lybia, Cuba and Washington, DC cost a
total of $211. We plan to do another mailing - maybe just one box for Valentine's.
Again, thank you.
Peggy Chase, Witness Committee
Christmas for our Military
~~~
Shalom my friend, This is the season to be
jolly for sure!! And that is just what I am.
Peggy, thank you and all for my packages.
You just don't know what that means to me.
It was so exciting to receive this and be
able to share it with others. I love the fact
that I got to share my church with others. It
was good for people around me to see what
church is all about. Church is all about love:
the love we give to one another in Christ
Jesus. I am so thankful to be a part of such
a loving group of people. May God continue to bless you and my church family
always. Love and Light, Dawn Valez ~ ~ ~
Just a quick note. Only the razors were
confiscated! Everything else came through.
Received both boxes couple of days ago
and spread out the largest to all in the area.

In the past, CCFN was a
big part of our November
and December activities
here. This year we are
starting up a new ministry
at SPC. As we all know, there are a lot of
families in the area that could use a little
help, especially during the Christmas
season. So we’ve come up with an idea - Christmas Baskets. These baskets will
contain items to provide a wonderful
holiday meal for a family. They can also
contain little gifts for the children in the
family. During November we will be
identifying families in the area that could
really use this kind of helping hand this
year. SPC members will have the opportunity to “adopt” a family to supply
presents for the children of the family to
add to these baskets. The Witness
Committee will provide the basket of
food.
The week before Christmas the baskets
will then be delivered. Keep your eye on
the bulletins and the narthex for further
information.

5 ON THE
FIRST
DON’T FORGET
JOSEPH’S
PANTRY
It’s as easy as this: Bring at least five
items for the pantry on the 1st Sunday of
the month. The shelves get bare quicker
these days due to the need in our community, so monetary donations would
also be appreciated to help keep our
shelves stocked.

JOSEPH’S PANTRY REPORT:

Because of your help and support, we
have been able to serve 157 families thus
far in 2011, a total of 607 individuals,
through the ministry of Joseph’s Pantry.
Special thanks to Ruth Pope, Mary
Thompson, Carol Abbott, Tom Francis, Annie
Laura Kelly, Sue Scheer and others who
assist in the office and with this ministry as
needed.

WorshipComm@spcusa.org

Worship News
Attention
women and
Girls ten
years of
age and up!

Worship Notes

G

reetings!
I am so excited to
remind you that Saturday,
December 10th, will be the
Children’s Christmas presentation.
We will meet in the sanctuary at
2 P.M for the musical presentation of
our children, and then move to
Fellowship Hall for the church
Christmas Party. This will be a wonderful time for SPC to gather for a
grand celebration.
Please join me in celebrating
the coming of Christ in a wonderful
presentation by the young people of
our church.
See you Sunday,

Live Nativity

Friday, Dec 16, 6-8 pm
Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall
We need donations of cookies, hot
chocolate and marshmallows for
the refreshment time following the
Live Nativity. Please bring prior to
that Friday if possible. We also
need workers who will help setup,
serve, and cleanup. Thank you in
advance for your help.

True Christian Christmas
Christmas isn't showy gifts
Or glittering decoration;
It's honoring our Savior, Jesus Christ
In humble adoration.
It's serving those less fortunate,
Meeting their needs before our own;
It's making sure at Christmas time
That no one is alone.
It's taking what we would have spent
On things that no one needs,
And using it to help someone
With service and good deeds.
Our Savior showed us how to live
With charity, faith and service.
It makes the holidays a joy,
More peaceful, and less nervous.

Candlelight Communion
Saturday, December 24, at 6:00 pm
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So let's remember Christmas is
About our Savior's birth;
That's the way to happiness,
The way to peace on earth.
By Joanna Fuchs

Our new book club will meet for the first
time on Saturday, January 28 at 3:00 at
the home of Betsy Sierra. We will
discuss the book The Secret Language of
Girls by Frances O'Roark Dowell. You
can order a paperback copy from
amazon.com for $5.99. Please make
plans to read the book and join us for a
fabulous discussion, fantastic desserts,
and just some good old fellowship. We
can arrange car pools from the church
if need be. If you have questions or
suggestions give Betsy a call at 770-9544344. Be there or be square!
HIS MANGER BECAME HIS CROSS
See the lamb in the manger
Born among his brothers, yet a stranger
He knew that manger one dark day
Would become His cross on which He lay.
The tree that held him as a babe
Wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid
Would hold him as God’s Lamb divine
Sin’s sacrifice by His Father’s design.
Chorus:
His manger became His cross
The lamb sacrificed for the lost.
He gave His life, the ultimate cost.
His manger became His cross.
Hear the whispers of a mother’s song
Love’s lullaby to her new born son.
A song of joy shadowed with pain
For blood would be spilled once again.
Just as Mary bled to give this life
To bring peace to this world of strife
So must her pure, innocent son
Shed His blood that the world be won.
Bridge:
The manger that held the cattle’s feed
Also held The Bread of Life for me
~~~
Levena
Hemmle

Fellowship News
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Presbyterian
Women Update

Circle #1 meets 1st Tues - 10:00 am
Fellowship Hall (Sept-June)
Circle #2 meets 1st Wed - 6:15 pm
Parlor (Sept-June)
~~~~~
2011-2012 PW Bible Study:
“Confessing the Beatitudes”
Books available in the church
office.

Thursday Morning
Ladies Bible Study

Our Thursday morning Bible
Study has resumed and
meets at 10:00 am in the
Conference Room. We are in
a twelve week study called
"Christian Disciplines." The book is divided
into three sections: (1) Connecting With God;
(2) Reaching Out To Others; and (3) Staying
on Track. Come and join in this inspiring
study.

CONGRATULATIONS!

The following will be serving as the 2012
GRG Officers:
Moderator – Charles Fisher
Co-Moderator – Carolyn Francis
Secretary – Edna Fisher
Correspondence Secretary – Carolyn Francis
Treasurer – John Abbott

UPCOMING 2012 ACTIVITIES
JAN 10: Chili Luncheon
FEB 14: Valentine’s Luncheon
MAR 13: IMAX / Lunch at Manuel’s
APR 10: Spivey Hall, Lunch at O’Charley’s
MAY 8: Bulloch Home and Lunch
JUN 19: The Palms
JUL 10: Lunch at Phil’s / Bingo
AUG: No activity
SEP 11: TBA
OCT 9: TBA
NOV 13: Annual Potluck Lunch & Meeting
DEC 9: Christmas Luncheon

THE CHURCH - WHAT IS IT?
By Michael Fackerell
Part 3
What it is not.
1. The church is not a physical building.
2. The church is not a denomination. It is not an
organization.
What it is.
The Bible talks
about
the
Universal
Church - all
those who love
and believe in
Jesus Christ
as Lord and
Saviour. It also
speaks of the church in the city, or of the church
in house. Here are some other Biblical revelations of what the church is.
1. The church is an assembly of people
called out from the world to serve Christ. The
Greek word for church, "ekklesia" means an
assembly called out. The church of Christ is
such a called out assembly whose purpose is to
worship and obey Christ.
2. The church is the body of Christ. Ephesians 1:22,23 tells us this - "the church, which is
His body." 1 Corinthians 12 describes the body
of Christ. The church is the body of Christ on
earth, through which Christ must be expressed
and ministered to the world.
3. The church is the family of God. God is our
Father. Jesus is our brother. Other true believers
are our brothers and sisters in Christ.
(Ephesians 3:14; Hebrews 2:11; Acts 15:32 and
many others). A family is a place of acceptance,
care, training, mutual help, love. So must the
church be.
4. The church is the temple of God. Ephesians
2:20,21. This reminds us that we are set apart to
God and must be holy for the Lord. Our bodies
are our temples of the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians
6:19) and therefore must be kept clean so we
can worship God acceptably (Romans 12:1,2).
5. The church is the army of God. God is a
warrior, and we are called to fight. Ephesians
6:10-20 shows us that as part of the army of
God we must put our armor on. 2 Corinthians
10:4 tells us we have weapons to use in our
warfare. As an army there exists spiritual ranking, authority and chain-of-command. We must
know our place in the army and know to obey
both the Holy Spirit and those in leadership over
us in our battle against Satan and his forces of
darkness.
6. The church is the bride of Christ.
(Ephesians 5:32; John 3:29; Rev. 21:9) The
church is being prepared for the Lord for a great
wedding in heaven. Christ loves us so much and
we respond to His love as the church.
7. The church is the house of God. 1 Timothy
3:15 and Hebrews 3:6 tells us that we are God's
house. God lives in us! God organizes us. God
puts his treasures in us!

FellowshipComm@spcusa.org

UPCOMING GRG EVENTS
GRG CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Attention church members 50+
Sunday, December 11, Fellowship Hall
Fellowship--12:30 /Lunch Served-- 1:00
In the church fellowship hall
What is that sound I hear?
Could that be jingle bells ringing in the air?
Is it possible that Christmas could be so
near?
What is that delicious smell in the air?
Could it be Betty Pickren is cooking in the
kitchen there?
Next month is December
And the Gold Rush Gang Christmas
Luncheon is, I remember,
Good food and great fellowship.
The magician is back with new
entertainment too.
You'll want to be there,
It'll be fun for me and you!
A chance to enjoy the Christmas Spirit
And know that this is where it
All comes together that day.
When another fun Gold Rush Gang event is
on your way.
Merry Christmas, ya'll!
Make your reservation with Edna or Charles
Fisher by Dec. 4 for the Gold Rush Gang
Christmas Luncheon.

GRG CHILI LUNCHEON & FELLOWSHIP
Attention church members 50+
Tuesday, January 10, 12:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
Snow blowing! Wind whistling! Winter is here!
We have welcomed in another new year!
2011 is no more,
And January can be such a bore!
But wait, what’s that sound,
What’s that smell?
Chili cooking, all is well!
People laughing, having great fun!
No boredom for us, we are having great
fellowship, each and everyone!
Come join us, shake those “Winter blues.”
Don’t stay at home,
Being with us is what we hope you’ll choose!
We’re in the Fellowship Hall,
With a good Chili Luncheon for all!
Let Edna or Charles Fisher know that you’ll
be there.

StewardshipComm@spcusa.org

Session & Stewardship News

SESSION REPORT
DECEMBER 2011

assembled between December 12 and 16
and distributed on December 17. More
information will be forthcoming.

Buildings and Grounds Committee: John
reported that the renovation of the educational building is proceeding on schedule. It
is anticipated that it will be finished (except for
the elevator) by Thanksgiving. A method to
improve the security of the church’s front
doors is being investigated.
New Glory Christian Church has begun to
utilize the sanctuary and fellowship hall on
Saturday evenings.
Session approved the use of the Fellowship
Hall by the National Guard Youth Challenge
Academy for testing purposes. This activity
will take place one Saturday a month from 9-5
PM.
Christian Education Committee: Session
approved Christian Education’s recommendation to cancel breakfast and Sunday School
on Sunday, December 25. Worship will still
be held at 11 AM.
Fellowship Committee: Invitations to participate in the essay contest have been mailed to
the children who attended VBS last year.
Stewardship Committee: Kim reported that
the receipts for October were less than the
receipts in September. Money is still being
contributed to the elevator fund. So far this
year, a total of $2523.00 has been contributed by members for their per capita fees as
compared to approximately $1900.00 last
year. Kim reported that the Building Fund will
be almost totally depleted when the educational building renovation is complete. A
report on the return of pledge cards will be
available at December’s meeting.
Session approved Stewardship’s recommendation to give church staff a Christmas gift of
$50.00 each in lieu of bonuses. Kim and
Linda will make up individual gift bags for the
staff.
Witness Committee: Thanksgiving baskets
will be delivered on Saturday, November 19.
Volunteer drivers have already been identified
and will need to report to First Methodist
Church at 10:15 on that date. Volunteers are
still needed to compile the baskets at the
church on Friday, November 18, starting at
6:30 PM.
Terry reported that 11 families have been
identified to receive a Christmas basket and
12 families and/or church groups have agreed
to “adopt” these families. The baskets will be

Worship Committee: Session approved
the purchase of a laptop, projector, and
screen for use during special worship
services at a cost not to exceed $1100.00
with the money coming from the Memorial
Fund.
Session approved Stephanie Phillips’ request to offer nursery services to church
members from 9-12 noon on both December 3 and December 10. This service will
be at no cost to the participants, but a donation basket will be available to off set the
cost for the nursery workers
Session approved the 2012 schedules for
Communion, Liturgists, and Beadles.
Session approved a Live Nativity on
December 16 with a reception following.
Session approved the purchase of replacement microphones (2 portable and 1
stationary for the pulpit) at a cost not to
exceed $500.00 with money coming from
the Memorial Fund.
Pastor’s Report: Session approved Elder
Training for Friday and Saturday, January
13 and 14, 2012 from 7-9 PM and 9 AM-4
PM respectively with Ordination and Installation to be held on January 15, 2012.
Susan announced that there will be a Healing Service after worship this Sunday. In
addition, prayers will be offered for the
church as its members seek a new vision(s)
for the future.
Susan reported that she will have right knee
replacement surgery in mid January, 2012.
Supply preachers will be utilized for Sunday
services, but she plans to be available by
telephone for other pastoral duties. She
also announced that she will be traveling to
Israel June 4-15, 2012 as part of the Macedonian Ministries program.
Susan informed the Session that the church
has applied for a Presbytery mission grant
for $5000.00. If the grant is approved, it will
be used to expand the church’s Vacation
Bible School activity.
Susan announced committee assignments
for 2012. See list in next column
Linda Roberts, Clerk of Session
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Committee
Chair

Co-Chair

Building & Grounds
Jason Howard
Christian Education
Brandy Conner
Fellowship
Tony Williams
Stewardship
Kim Seal
Witness
Sherry McGee
Worship
Betsy Sierra

John Elliott
Aaron Roberts
Carlton Smith
Jim Beisner
Judy Simmons
Sue Scheer

MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER
Due to increasing postage costs
and budget restraints, the Session has
decided to revamp the distribution process of
the monthly newsletter in an effort to cut
expenses. Beginning in 2012 you can obtain
a copy of the newsletter in the following ways:
printed handout copies available in the
Narthex and by the office, email, and/or
church website. There will still be a monthly
newsletter printed and made available for
pickup rather than mailed.
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Buildings & Grounds

Safety & Security

HeY EveryBODY,
By the time you read this, we should
be in our newly renovated education building!
Hopefully! I'm writing this article on November
20th and the inspector should be evaluating
all the work on Tuesday the 22nd. We don't
see any delays on the inspection thus far but
you never know what they may find. Everything looks great in all the rooms and the
wider hallways are just excellent. We really
had a wonderful gift given to us. Thank you
again to our generous benefactor. There's not
a whole lot else happening in the world of
B&G with the exception of Pastor Chaney and
New Glory Christian Church.
They started using our building the
first Saturday in November and everything
seems to be working out well. They would
love to see some of us at their service on
Saturday evenings. They start about 5:30 with
a service upstairs and then a potluck dinner in
the Fellowship Hall afterwards. All are welcome.
Well, I guess that's about it for now.
This may be my last time (this go round anyway) writing the B&G newsletter article as I
roll off Session at the end of the year. I've
really enjoyed serving SPC for the last 3
years as a 1st time Elder. Being in this church
for as long as I have, being an Elder was just
the next step in my spiritual growth. It really
opened my eyes to what I thought I didn't
know, but I can guarantee you that my lack of
knowledge of the Bible was the least of my
worries. You know, not a single time was I put
on the spot to recite scripture! Go figure. So
just a little word of advice to all of you who
want to serve but think you're not ready...Do
it! If you're ever called just say yes. It's that
easy. A committee meeting and a session
meeting each month is very little to be asked.
One thing that I've heard Susan say more
than once, if you crash, at least you crash
among friends and loved ones. And there are
MANY people there to pick you up, give you
encouragement and help get your feet back
on the right path. Thank you for letting me
serve 'Our Great God' with everyone at SPC.
And always, remember…
No Worries!
John
P.S. I put Our Great God in quotations
because if you recall that was the song we
brought back from our Youth retreat this past
Summer. And ya'll thought I was sleeping.

Building & Grounds

BldgandGroundsComm@spcusa.org

PRAYER CONCERNS
December 2011

CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY
Pastor
Susan Bennett
770-474-7777
Director of Music Ministry
David E. Dillard
770-323-6453
Youth Director
Stephanie Dunn
770-389-3197
Christian Ed Coordinator
Mary Thompson
770-474-4252
Church Admin. Assistant
Levena Hemmle
770-474-7777
Clerk of Session
Linda Roberts
770-474-0220
Asst. Clerk of Session
Allison Johnson
770-474-7544
Custodian
Tom Francis
770-474-8737
Sun. Sch. Superintendents
Jason & Phyllis Howard
770-957-9922
PW Co-Moderators
See Circle Chairs/Co-Chairs
General Fund Treasurer
Doug Scott
770-474-8226
Asst. Gen. Fund Treasurer
Doug Richardson
770-914-5676
Memorial Fund Treasurer
Mabel White
770-474-7777
Nursery Staff:
Stephanie Phillips
678-565-3791
Charlotte Culpepper
770-474-2076
Megan Bennett
678-521-7314

MEMBERS: Gerrelldine Addy, Harold Cochran,
Brandy Conner, Rick Holcombe, Pat Martin, Jim
Newsome, Gene & Marcella Park, Doug Richardson, Kim Seal, Doug Sewell
FRIENDS & FAMILY: Amanda & Corey Bartlett,
Rebecca Bundrick, Bill Caudill, Gary Fernandez,
Stella Fitch, Teresa Hobby, Bernice McGee, Fanny
Piedrahita, Michael Robbins, Wayne Seal, Stewart
Walker, Marilyn & Michaela White, James Woodruff
*ONGOING: Erv Allison, Carol Baggett, Melissa
Bailey, Sarah Barr, Judy Belvin, Dorothy Bromenshenkel, Cindy Brown, Tillie Bundy, Carmen Butler,
Larry Campbell, Myrtis Carter, Teresa Cooper,
Jason Ellis, Beanie Essex, Lilly Feathers, Lori
Fisher, Paula Goddard, Barbara Goss, Carol Harris, Nick Hart, Amy Huber, Mark Kellogg, Hannah
Layfield, Lisa Lohr, Greg Martin, Kim McCantti,
Shane McDonald, Nikki McGee, Linda Menieur,
Chris Naething, Sam Osborne, Olivia Quigley,
Tracy Rasar, Bill Ratliff, Ione Lanford Ring, Lara
Rogers, Vicki Rosenblatt, Laurie Sansbury, Ray
Shrader, Shirley Slaughter, Abby Smith, Jack &
Grace Soucie, Keith Sorrells, Marge Spikes, Sarah
Starzer, Carol Stevens, Donna Sundren, Cindy
Terry, Jennifer Thomas, Richard Thomas, Ed
Thompson, Diane Trickley, Jack & Bonelle Turner,
Fred Unger, Tiffany Watson, Dr. Joyce Williamson,
LuAnn Worley
MILITARY TROOPS: Lucas Freeman, Joe Newby,
Seth Smith; Cuba: Kevin Scott; Iraq: Don Bradley,
Doug Caldwell, Joel Forsyth, Jeremy Hopfe; Afghanistan: Brian Bavano, James Chapman, Chad
Duffey, Ricky Fyffe, Daniel Freeman, Gary Lawrence, Zachary Pallock, Ryan Richey; Libya: Casey
Hammond; Washington, D.C.: David Brown, Jack
Shedd; Cuba: Kevin Scott; Italy: Tyler DeLoach
HOMEBOUND: Julia Brown, Peggy Campbell,
Johnny Hinton, Sarah Belle Lee, Georgia Silvey,
Nancy Stikeleather

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has
come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Opportunities to Serve / Church Family News
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December
Birthdays

Opportunities
LITURGISTS:
Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25
Jan 1
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29

Laura Richardson
Sarah Mott
Aaron Roberts
Linda Roberts
Allison Johnson
Allie Dunn
Cindy Strong
Jeffrey Cochran
Judy Simmons

HEAD USHER—DECEMBER
Worship Committee

HEAD USHER—JANUARY

Building & Grounds Committee

COMMUNION SERVERS—DEC 4, ‘11
John Elliott
Cindy Strong
Carlton Smith

Betsy Sierra
John Abbott
Carol Abbott

COMMUNION SERVERS—DEC 24, ‘11

John Dunn Terry Holmes Doug Richardson

COMMUNION SERVERS—JAN 1, ‘12
Allison Johnson
Ken Roberts
John Abbott

Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25
Jan 1

Aaron Roberts
Linda Roberts
Carol Abbott

ACOLYTES

Will Andrews
Elle Roberts
Alex Seal
Payton Scott
Elle Roberts

Jan 8 Payton Scott
Jan 15 Grace Robertson
Jan 22 McKenzie Scott
Jan 29 Peyton Lewis

2012

Jan 2
Office closed (New Year’s Day)
Jan 3
School resumes
Jan 3
PW Circle #1
Jan 4
No WNL; PW #2
Jan 10 GRG Chili Luncheon
Jan 13-14 Elder Training
Jan 15 Ordination/Installation of Elders
Jan 16 Office closed (MLK Day)
Jan 17 Stated Session
Jan 21 Youth Challenge Testing
Jan 22 New Member Dinner
Feb 5
Youth Souperbowl Snack Sale
Feb 11 Youth Challenge Testing
Feb 14 GRG Valentine Banquet
Feb 20-24 No School/Winter Break
Mar 10 Youth Challenge Testing
Mar 10 Set Clocks Forward
Mar 13 GRG IMAX/Manuel’s
Mar 31 Easter Egg Hunt
Apr 2-6 No School/Spring Break
Apr 8
Easter Sunday
Apr 9
Office Closed (Easter)
Apr 10
GRG Spivey Hall/O’Charley’s
Apr 14
Youth Challenge Testing
Apr 27-28 Relay For Life
May 8
GRG Bulloch Home
Jun 19 GRG Lunch at The Palms
Jul 10
GRG Lunch at Phil’s/Bingo
Sep 11: GRG TBA
Oct 9:
TBA

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS

Dec 4 Melissa Hembree; Tracy/Sydney Clipper
Dec 11 Mary Thompson; Nick Strong
Dec 18 Phyllis Howard; Kim & Maegan Seal
Dec 25 Amy & Aaron Roberts; Allie Dunn
Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25

BEADLE SCHEDULE

Kim Seal
Linda Roberts
Ron Scheer
John Abbott

SANCTUARY FLORAL
ARRANGEMENTS
If you wish to place a floral arrangement in
the Sanctuary, please call the Church
office to see if a particular Sunday is available and so an appropriate notation can be
made in the announcement sheet.

COVENANT KIDS (WNL)
Music/Choir -1st & 3rd Wed.
Covenant Kids 2nd & 4th Wed.
FRIDAY OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Ruth Pope
Annie Laura Kelly
Carol Abbott
Office closed
Office closed

12/6
12/20
12/27
1/17
1/24
1/31

Early Risers

Biscuits & Brunch
Chick-fil-a
Biscuits & Brunch
Chick-fil-a
Biscuits & Brunch
Chick-fil-a

1
4
7
8
10
10
12
14
14
16
20
21
21

Ken Beebe
22
Stephanie Dunn 22
Thomas Baxter
23
Pearl Williams
24
Carolyn Waits
25
David Dillard
27
Ralph Pack
29
Josiah Brown
29
John Kelly
31
Georgia Silvey
Cindy Dunlap
Zachary Rosenfeldt
Maxwell Countin-Baxter

John Abbott
Lynn Pack
Collin Roberts
Bill Holmes
Penny Harrison
Joan Scott
Bob Andrews
Doug Sewell
Joyce Andrews

January
Birthdays
3 Marie-anne Baxter
4 David Craig
7 Peggy Campbell
7 Justin Wells
10 Quinton Phillips
10 Alex Seal
10 Jane Rutledge
11 Peggy Chase
11 Deborah Rosenfeldt
14 Denese Rodgers
14 Rick White
16 Betsy Sierra
17 Greg Lathrop

17
20
20
22
25
26
26
28

Mabel Craig
Joanne Donaldson
Suzie Wharton
Rachel Turk
Brad Richardson
Chris Groce
Bob Strong
Marshall Hembree

We always thank God for all of you,
mentioning you in our prayers.
— 1 Thess 1:2
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.— Romans 15:13

Christmas Eve
December 24th
6:00 pm
A special
service for the
whole family
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S

M

U N

ACOLYTES
Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25

T

O N

W

U E

BEADLE

Will Andrews
Elle Roberts
Alex Seal
Payton Scott

5

11

12

9:00
13
Early Risers at
CFA
4:30 B&G/S&S
7:00 Stated
Session

(Aaron Roberts) 18
11:00
Lessons & Carols
4:30
Youth Caroling

19

9:00 20
Early Risers B&B

12:30
GRG Christmas
Luncheon

10:00
PW Circle #1
“The Palms”

6

F

H U

S

R I

A T

9:00
1
Presbytery Mtg
10:00
Ladies Bible Study

(Sue Scheer) 2

10:45
3
Youth Ice Skating
At Centennial Park

10:00 8
Ladies Bible Study
6:00
CE Meeting

(Annie Laura Kelly)9

2:00
10
Children’s
Christmas
Program & Church
Party

LAST WNL 14
NO
15
5:45 Dinner
Ladies Bible Stdy
6:30 Classes
4:30
7:30 Choir
Stewardship Com
6:00
CE Committee

(Carol Abbott) 16

12:00
17
Christmas Basket
Distribution
2:00-3:30
Youth Challenge
Testing

(23

6:00 24
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Communion

30

31

Kim Seal
Linda Roberts
Ron Scheer
John Abbott

(Laura Richardson) 4

(Sarah Mott)

T

E D

WNL
5:45 Dinner
6:15 PW Cir #2
6:30 Classes
7:30 Choir

NO WNL
7:00 Choir
Dinner
6:30

7

21

6:00-8:00
Live Nativity
& Refreshments

No
22
Ladies Bible Study

Office Closed

Schools Out
(Linda Roberts)

Happy
Birthday,
Jesus!

25

26

9:00 27
Early Risers at
CFA

NO WNL
7:00 Choir

28

29

Schools Out

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.” Isaiah 9:2 ~ ~
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life." John 8:12 ~ ~
“And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than
light because their deeds were evil.” John 3:19
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

(Unless noted otherwise on the
above calendar.)

9:00 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Sunday
Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Worship

4:30 pm Youth Fellowship
5:00 pm Haitian Christian Fellow.
7:00 pm AA

Monday

Tuesday
9:00 am Early Risers
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Wednesday
6:15 pm Exercise Class
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm AA

Thursday

Saturday
5:30 pm New Glory Christian Church

DECEMBER 2011—JANUARY 2012

SPC KIDS
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“THE GREAT
CHRISTMAS
GIVEAWAY”

Saturday
December 10th
at 2:00

The children are very
busy preparing a joyful
Christmas musical under
the direction of Brandy
Conner. They will present it for the entire congregation, guests, and
visitors at 2:00 pm on
December 10th and we
can’t wait.
After the performance we will all go to Fellowship Hall for a
fun church-wide Christmas party for everyone. This will be a
super way for all of us to celebrate the Christmas Season
together and will include Christmas goodies, fun activities
and surprises and your favorite cookie recipe. PLEASE GO
AHEAD AND MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW, BEFORE
THEY GET FULL, FOR THIS VERY SPECIAL EVENT.
Make this New Year's resolution magnet craft for kids
they can stick with all year long. Hang it on the refrigerator so that your kids are reminded of it daily.
What you'll need: White and light blue construction paper;
Crayons; Black fine tip marker; White craft glue or glue
stick; Scissors, Magnet strip, Laminating paper (opt)

DECEMBER-JANUARY ACOLYTES
Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25

Will Andrews
Elle Roberts
Alex Seal
Payton Scott

Jan 1 Elle Roberts
Jan 8 Payton Scott
Jan 15 Grace Robertson
Jan 22 McKenzie Scott
Jan 29 Peyton Lewis

KEEP
OUR
KIDS
IN
YOUR
PRAYERS

ANSWER: manger, angel, Joseph, star, Mary, Bethlehem, gold, Magi, cloths, shepherd.
Glory to God.

How to make it: Cut a sheet of white construction paper in half.
Across the top write “I RESOLVE” with a crayon of your choice. Use a
fine tip black marker to outline your crayon. Choose your resolution and
use the fine tip black marker to write it below the title (i.e. “to keep my
room clean”). Use crayons to draw a colorful picture depicting your
resolution below the words. Trim the white construction paper so that all
sides of your artwork are even. Glue your artwork to a piece of light
blue construction paper. Trim the blue paper to create a nice border
frame for your art. If you choose to laminate, do it now, before adding
the magnet. Glue a magnet strip (or use self-stick magnet strip) to the
back of your resolution art and hang on the refrigerator.

Opportunities to Learn More About God

Sundays:

Sunday School 9:45 am
Children’s Church 11:00 am
Wednesday: Covenant Kids (grades 1-5) at 6:30-7:30

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth
a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us. Matthew 1:23
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GOD'S YELLOW PAGES

Spiritual Guidance direct from God - let your fingers do the walking through the Bible.
AFRAID: Psalm 34:4; Matt 10:28;
2 Tim1:7; Heb 13:5,6
ANXIOUS: Psa 46; Matt 6:19-34;
Phil 4:6; 1 Pet.5:6,7
BACKSLIDING: Psa 51; 1John
1:4-9
BEREAVED: Matt 5:4; 2 Cor 1:3,4
BITTER - CRITICAL: 1 Cor 13
CONSCIOUS OF SIN: Prov 28:13
DEFEATED: Rom 8:31-39
DEPRESSED: Psa 34
DISASTER THREATENS: Psa 91;
Psa 118:5,6; Luke 8:22-25
DISCOURAGED: Psa 23; Psa
42:6-11; Psa 55:22; Matt 5:11,12; 2
Cor 4:8-18; Phil 4:4-7
DOUBTING: Matt 8:26; Heb 11
FACING CRISIS: Psa 121; Matt
6:25-34; Heb 11

FAITH FALLS: Psa42:5; Heb 11
FRIENDS FAIL: Psa 41:9-13;
Luke 17:3,4; Rom 12; 2 Tim 4:1618
LEAVING HOME: Psa 121; Matt
10:16-20
LONELY: Psa 23; Heb13:5,6
NEEDING GOD'S PROTECTION:
Psa 27:1-6; Psa 91; Phil 4:19
NEEDING GUIDANCE: Psa
32:8; Prov 3:5,6
NEEDING PEACE: John 14:1-4;
16:33; Rom 5:1-5; Phil 4:6,7
NEEDING RULES FOR LIFE:
Rom 12
OVERCOME: Psa 6; Rom 8:3139; 1 John 1:4-9
PRAYERFUL: Psa 4; Psa 42;

Luke 11:1-13; John 17; 1 John
5:14,15
PROTECTED: Psa 18:1-3; Psa
34:7
SICK / IN PAIN: Pro 4:20-22; Psa
107:19,20; Isa 53:4,5; James 5:1315; Matt 8:16-17; 1 Pet 2:24; Mark
11:23-25
SORROWFUL: Psa 51; Matt 5:4;
John 14; 2 Cor 1:3,4; 1 Thess 4:1318
TEMPTED: Psa 1; Psa 139:23,24;
Matt 26:41; 1 Cor10:12-14; Phil
4:8; James 4:7; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:17
THANKFUL: Psa 100; 1 Thess
5:18; Heb 13:15
TRAVELING: Psa 121

The mission of Stockbridge Presbyterian Church is to worship and enjoy God; to live and share the good
news of Jesus Christ; to teach God's Word; to nurture a fellowship of Christian love; and to serve this
community and the world in the Spirit of the Servant Christ.

4740 North Henry Blvd.
Stockbridge, GA 30281
(770) 474-7777
E-mail: spcusa7777@gmail.com
Web Site: http://www.spcusa.org
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U.S. Postage
PAID
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Stockbridge, GA 30281

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL
EVERY
SUNDAY AT 9:45 AM


Visit the church website
at: www.spcusa.org
Send any comments or
suggestions to the Webmaster at
Webmistress@SPCUSA.ORG

STAFF WEB EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Rev. Susan Bennett (Pastor@spcusa.org)
Levena Hemmle (Office@spcusa.org)
David E. Dillard (MusicDir@spcusa.org)
Stephanie Dunn (YouthDir@spcusa.org)
Mary Thompson
CECoordinator@spcusa.org)
Tom Francis (Custodian@spcusa.org)

COMMITTEE EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Building & Grounds
(BldgandGrnds@spcusa.org )
Christian Education (CEComm@spcusa.org)
Fellowship (FellowshipComm@spcusa.org )
Session Clerk/Moderator (Session@spcusa.org)
Stewardship (StewardshipComm@spcusa.org)
Witness (WitnessComm@spcusa.org)
Worship (WorshipComm@spcusa.org)

