APRIL 2012

Dear Friends,
A while ago I preached a sermon series on the Six

Great Ends of the Church, entitled “What in the
Word are We Doing Here?” Here are the “great
ends” of the church – not just THE church, but also
OUR church:
Proclaiming Christ, so that the gospel is
preached and the world believes in Jesus
Growing in Christ – becoming mature,
healthy disciples of the Lord
Preserving the Truth of Christ – in a
world where Truth is often hard to come by
Worshiping Christ, as individuals and as
a church together
Serving Christ, by serving our neighborhood and our community
Exhibiting Christ, showing the light and
love of Jesus to all whom we meet
The idea is NOT to hide the light under a
bushel or keep it just for ourselves;
no, we’re to let it shine, reach out to our
neighbors, and love them with
Christ’s love.
As I’ve said before, I love the things we do
together as a church: dinners, breakfasts, fellowship events of all kinds. Our friendships with each
other add richness and joy to our lives, and actually
also help us grow in Christ as we learn how to bear
with one another and put others first. Our Sunday
School classes and Bible studies are wonderful!
But if we exist ONLY to love and care for each
other, then we’re not really a church. And a church
is what we’re called to be.
What in the world are we doing here? It’s
no accident that we’re right here on the corner of
Burke Street and N. Henry Blvd – where we’ve
already been for 103 years! It’s true that our
neighborhood has changed. In fact, did you know
that I found out not too long ago that we’re actually
now classified as an URBAN church, an inner-city
church? Stockbridge may be a small city, but we’re
right in the middle of it. What this tells me is that

Stockbridge Presbyterian Church

“The Church At The Bridge”
our presence here is more important than ever.
Truly, our neighbors need us.
As Tom Tewell met with three different
focus groups here at SPC, one thing was
mentioned again and again. We’re a warm,
friendly, welcoming church. People come here
to visit and begin to feel at home almost immediately. What a gift to our neighborhood! If
we’re looking for a mission field, we need only
walk out our front (or back) door. Our neighbors
– whether they’re residential, retail, or businesses – need that kind of attention and love.
People have got to know they’re loved and
cared for, by God and by us. In this modern
world, we can’t always wait for them to come to
us. God calls us to go out to them!
Within a couple miles of our church,
there are at least five or six Henry County
schools. Many of the children who attend these
schools are struggling with heavy-duty issues:
homelessness, hunger, grief, instability at
home, and many more. Could we help them?
Could we help their families? Right down the
street there’s a halfway house for folks who
have been through rehab and are re-entering
society. Do they need a place to hear the
gospel and be welcomed with caring and
respect? AA meets here twice a week, and the
Boy Scouts meet on Tuesday evenings. Do we
know these folks? Do they need the kind of
warmth and love we have to share?
These are just off the top of my head –
please understand that we’re still in the “waiting”
stages: gathering information, thinking and
talking, praying every day, and waiting for the
Spirit to lead us in the right direction – the
direction where God’s already at work. We just
need to hear his voice and add our efforts to
what God’s already doing!
I believe that four of the Great Ends of
the Church are tools to help strengthen and
prepare us to do God’s work on the earth. We
worship together, we study and grow together,
and we preserve the Truth of Christ and
proclaim that Truth whenever God opens a
door. All of this is what prepares us to serve
God by serving others, and to exhibit Christ’s
love and light wherever we are. Jesus came to
demonstrate the kingdom of God on earth. He
wasn’t what the Jewish people were expecting:
they were hoping for an earthly king, a warrior
king. Instead Jesus came as healer, the one
who loves us, filled with light and compassion,
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putting others first and loving us profoundly and
sacrificially. His instructions to us? Love others,
just as he loves us.
And at Stockbridge Presbyterian Church,
that’s what we’re good at! The idea is NOT to hide
the light under a bushel or keep it just for ourselves; no, we’re to let it shine, reach out to our
neighbors, and love them with Christ’s love. That’s
the MAIN reason we’re here. Please continue to
pray that God will lead us to the folks who need
him the most, and that we’ll be a church of one
mind, united in worship and service.
See you in church –
Susan

EASTER
SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, APRIL 1
Palm/Passion Sunday 11:00 A.M.
Procession with palms & special music
Mark 11:1-11; Philippians 2:5-11
“Donkey Fetchers"
THURSDAY, APRIL 5
Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 P.M.
I Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35.
"The Bottom Line" (Please note: There will be
no dinner before the service this year.)
FRIDAY, APRIL 6
Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:00 P.M.
SUNDAY, APRIL 8
Special Breakfast, 8:30 A.M.
Sunday School, 9:45 A.M.
Celebration of Christ's Resurrection, 11:00 A.M.
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; John 20:1-18
"The Shortest Easter Sermon Ever"
SUNDAY, APRIL 15
Choir Presentation: "Bread of Life"
Don't miss a minute! Let's make this Lent
and Easter the most meaningful we've ever
known.
SUNDAY, APRIL 22
I John 1:1 - 2:2; Acts 4:32-35
"The Power in Unity"
SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Acts 4:5-12; I John 3:16-24
"Healing"

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor
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Christian
Education

Mary Thompson
Coordinator
Spring arrived early this year. The
daffodils and tulips were in full
bloom weeks ago; the dogwoods and
azaleas are at their peak now and
our furnaces are turned off, hopefully
until next fall. Usually it’s the time
for opening up the windows, letting
the fresh spring breezes blow through
the house and enjoying the beauty of
the season. I’ll admit though, that
this year the ridiculously high pollen
count has taken its toll on me. As I
sit here typing, my eyes are watery
and I keep interrupting myself with a
cough and sneezes that just won’t
quit. I’m not complaining (well I
guess I am really).
Nevertheless,
Easter is almost here, the joy it
brings just cannot be overstated and
I just can’t wait! Christ is Risen! He
is Risen Indeed!
God bless,
Mary
UPDATES:
The Christian Education Committee
has lots of things coming up and we
wanted to bring everyone up to date
on all of them.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday March 31, 2012
12 noon
Rain or Shine
Children, (toddler through elementary school
age) and their families are invited to join us
for lunch, followed by activities and the egg
hunt. Just bring a basket or bag for collecting
your eggs. Many thanks to all of you who
have donated candy. We could still use some
more and it’s not too late if you would like to
help out. Just drop donations by the church
office any day before the 31st.
As always, candy needs to be individually
wrapped and small enough to fit into a plastic
egg. THANK YOU AGAIN….CAN’T SAY IT
ENOUGH!!!

Safety
Training
for Children and
YouthIt seems
we
read
and
hear
FOR OUR KIDS
more and more
about children and
youth in danger from those who
would do them harm. We are planning to provide a class for them
soon to help them know how to
avoid situations like these. Stay
tuned for details.

Every Sunday at
9:45 a.m
attention
women and
girls ten
years of
age and up!
Life Long Reading Girls will meet again on
May 12. We are shaking things up this
time! We will meet at Frontera in Stockbridge at 2:00 for our book club discussion
and to celebrate Cinco de Mayo! Who in
the world would want to miss that? We will
be reading another book by Richard Peck,
“A Year Down Yonder.” All reading girls
ages 10 and up are invited.
If you have questions see Betsy Sierra, give
her a call at 770-954-4344, or email her at
sierra.betsy2@gmail.com. Read On!

“For surely I know the plans I
have for you, says the Lord, plans
for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with
hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

CECoordinator@spcusa.org

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!
Vacation
Bible School
June 11–15
9 am–12 noon
A highlight of our year is always the
week of Vacation Bible School and
plans for this year are well underway.
It is going to be a fantastic week of
fun and learning. This year’s theme
is “SonRise National Park” and the
focus is about pointing our kids
toward Jesus. What could be better
than that? Many thanks to all of you
who have already volunteered and to
those who haven’t volunteered yet
but would like to be a part, just let
Mandy Robertson know. (678)-2349837 or e-mail her at pokeyrobertson@yahoo.com
Also, it is not too early to register for
VBS. If you will let us know now
that you and/or your children plan to
take part it will be really helpful as
we plan the week. Just let Mandy,
Brandy Conner, Aaron Roberts or
Mary Thompson know and we’ll
save you a spot!

UPDATE

Don’t forget that the Women’s Bible
Study group meets each Thursday morning at
10 am in the Conference Room.
We are currently studying about the
Gifts of the Spirit and have done three
lessons so far on love, peace and joy. Other
lessons will be on patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self
control.
If you don’t already attend this group,
please do join us as Susan leads us in a time
of much learning and great fellowship.

Youth News

Hello to you all,

HAPPY EASTER
EVERYONE!
It's the best time of the year...a time to rejoice
in God's beautiful splendor. Everything is
coming back to life. Trees and flowers are
blooming; people are out playing with their
families. The ball fields and soccer fields are
full every day! I love this time of year and it
puts a little "spring" into my step!
I know several of you have been taken down
with allergies and years ago when I was
younger, I suffered terribly so I can sympathize. I have been very blessed because for
years now, I haven't had too many issues with
it. It's like it just went away and I rarely ever
sneeze. I hope you all feel better and can
enjoy this beautiful time of the year anyway!
There is a poem of the Dogwood Tree and
everywhere I look it seems that's all I see this
year. They are in full bloom and they are everywhere! I think this is my favorite sign of the
season~
The Dogwood Tree
by Anonymous
When Christ was on earth, the
dogwood grew
To a towering size with a lovely hue.
Its branches were strong and interwoven
And for Christ's cross its timbers were chosen
Being distressed at the use of the wood
Christ made a promise which still holds good:
"Not ever again shall the dogwood grow
To be large enough for a tree, and so
Slender and twisted it shall always be
With cross-shaped blossoms for all to see.
The petals shall have bloodstains marked
brown
And in the blossom's center a thorny crown.
All who see it will think of Me,
Nailed to a cross from a dogwood tree.
Protected and cherished this tree shall be
A reflection to all of My agony."
I pray for all of you the ability to wake up everyday and see how precious this life is and
the wonderful things God has to offer you. I
know if you look at the BIG picture things look
bleak...but don't stop there...look at the even
BIGGER ONE and see all the wonders of
God in every nook and cranny.
Have a wonderful Easter Season...
Love to you all,
Stephanie

ABOUT URBAN MISSION CAMP
For over 25 years, Government
Street Presbyterian Church (GSPC)
has hosted Christian youth and
adults from all over the United States for a
week of urban mission, fellowship, and
theological reflection. Campers arrive at
GSPC’s Baytreat Lodge on Saturday evening and depart Friday morning. Wearing
their UMC tee-shirts, campers travel to
GSPC on Sunday morning for orientation,
a group picture, and worship and return to
Baytreat for a day of Sabbath rest, including
an evening cookout hosted by GSPC members. Campers and adult advisors live in
community at Baytreat on the Eastern
Shore of Mobile Bay. They build community
by preparing and eating meals together,
doing household chores, participating in
daily theological reflections, reflecting in
their journals, and relaxing by the Bay.
Monday -Thursday, campers travel in small
groups to mission sites in the Mobile area.
As they work on different projects, campers
learn from those they serve about urban
issues and what God is doing among people who are poor in South Alabama. Thursday afternoon, campers take a well-earned
break, relaxing on the beach at Gulf Shores
and enjoying a Gulf Coast meal together.
Friday morning, everyone cleans. God's
Peace and blessings with you all,
Stephanie
April 1: No youth
April 8: Easter...No
youth
April 15: Youth Sunday
preparation. Meet 4:30
to 6.
April 22: Luncheon
after church
April 27-28: Relay For Life 6pm @ Ola
High School
April 29: Youth Sunday Practice : 4:30 to 6
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2012 SPY’s
Support…..
Sign up for:

Given

Allie Dunn
Carly Keller
Cydnee Keller
Savannah Sewell
Bryan Wharton
Carrie Keller
John & Stephanie Dunn
Arlene Lathrop
Doug Richardson

~~~~~
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

~~~~~
Total Paid: $

Method of Payment:
Check

Check #

Cash

Allie

Bryan

Cydnee

Carly

Savannah

Arlene

NOTE: April 1-8 The youth will not meet on
Wed or Sundays due to Spring Break!
4/4: Kaitlyn Clipper
4/22: Sarah Mott
4/22: Savannah
Sewell
4/27: Maegan Wells
I would like to wish a Very
Happy Anniversary to my
husband, John! 28 years
ago on April 14, 1984, we
were married in this sanctuary. We are
very blessed! - Stephanie

For
Your

Thank
You

Carrie

Doug

Generous
Support

And
Prayer

John

Stephanie

Witness News
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Relay For Life of Henry
County
4/27-28/2012
7:00 pm
Ola High School
As always, there's much
excitement brewing at SPC as we
prepare for our part in the 2012 Annual
Relay for Life. This year, the Relay takes
place at Ola High School on Friday
evening, April 27 and Saturday morning, April 28. We need team members
whose lives have been touched by
cancer in one way or another, and are
passionate about getting rid of cancer
once and for all! Team members will find
sponsors, raise funds in a variety of different ways, and meet his/her individual
goal of $212 in 2012 -- and come and be
part of the relay itself. This year's team is
facilitated by Kim Seal,
Doug Richardson, Stephanie Dunn and YOU!
Also on April 15th all water
bottles with change in them are due, even
if they are not full.

JOIN US EASTER MORNING, April 8th,
for breakfast. Proceeds from the Easter
breakfast will go to Relay for Life.

Saturday,
Sept 15th
Time:
8:00 – 2:00

It’s spring cleaning time so please
save some items for the yard sale to
benefit our missions.
Witness Committee

The Greatest Expression of Love
How do I love thee?
Let me count the ways….
I left the splendor of Heaven
to spend with you my days.
I came as a newborn infant,
born of lowly means
That I may learn from humanity,
life is not always as it seems.
Though I left my home,
where streets are paved with gold,
With beauty all around that place,
It’s glory still untold.
I came into a world full of strife,
trouble and envy,
And brought my Father’s love,
and peace and joy to many.
With just a single word
or touch of my outstretched hand,
Blind eyes and crippled limbs were healed
at my sole command.
Loved ones were restored to life,
or rescued from the angry sea.
I only wanted you to know,
the great love I have for thee.
I sat at meals with you,
shared in your grief and your joys.
I walked the same path with you,
held in my arms your girls and boys.
I spent many days of teaching
about my Father’s love.
And I prayed for you,
to receive strength from above.
After thirty-three years of life,
my stay came to an end
For many did not understand
how a loving God could send,
His Spirit to a virgin maid
who surrendered to Him her all,
Much less acknowledge me,
Or on the “Son of God” call.
Betrayed and falsely
accused of blasphemy,
Endured a mock trial and beaten
Unmercifully,
Then forced to carry my cross
in public shame,
I willingly went to Calvary and
gladly bore the pain.
So you would know without
a doubt or question
Just how much I love you,
so you might know redemption.
How do I love thee? I counted
many of the ways,
So you could join me in Heaven
to spend with me your days.
With unending love,
Jesus

WitnessComm@spcusa.org
We will have a
box in the Narthex
for toothbrushes
and toothpaste.
Please remember
us when you are shopping each month. The
SPY'S thank you! Here’s the
list for upcoming months:
April: Lotion
May: Toilet Paper
Feel free to deposit your toiletry
items more than once a month.

But we have this treasure in jars
of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

“Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
— Matthew 28:19,20

5 ON THE
FIRST
DON’T FORGET
JOSEPH’S
PANTRY
It’s as easy as this: Bring at least five
items for the pantry on the 1st Sunday of
the month. The shelves get bare quicker
these days due to the need in our community, so monetary donations would
also be appreciated to help keep our
shelves stocked.

JOSEPH’S PANTRY REPORT:

Because of your help and support, we
have served 43 families in 2012, a total of
145 individuals, through the ministry of
Joseph’s Pantry.
Special thanks to Ruth Pope, Mary
Thompson, Carol Abbott, Tom Francis, Annie
Laura Kelly, Sue Scheer and others who
assist in the office and with this ministry as
needed.

WorshipComm@spcusa.org

Worship Notes

But It’s
Empty!
The story was told about a little boy named
Philip. Philip was born with Down’s syndrome
and as an eight-year old, had a hard time
finding acceptance, even in the Sunday
school class he attended. Through some
creative intervention, though, Philip began to
be accepted by his classmates, for the most
part. One Sunday morning, just after Easter,
the Sunday school teacher gave her
students a plastic, hollow egg and instructed
them to go outside and find symbols of new
life and place them in the egg. Afterwards,
they would share what they found with the
class. The children ran about the church
property in a fury to find an appropriate item.
They then returned to the classroom to share
their finds. One by one, the teacher opened
their eggs and displayed the symbol they
found: a flower, a leaf, even a butterfly. The
class responded to each with “Ooos” and
“Awws” until the teacher opened the last egg.
Instead of a beautiful flower or leaf, the egg
was empty. “That’s not fair,” one boy spoke
up, “somebody didn’t do it!” Philip spoke up in
the egg’s defense, “That’s mine, I did that”.
Annoyed the other boy retorted, “Philip, you
don’t do anything right! There’s nothing
there!” Philip responded “I did do it! I did! It’s
empty! Just like the tomb! The tomb was
empty!”

Worship News
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AN EASTER PRAYER

Life Long
Reading
Girls

will meet again on
May 12. We are
shaking things up this time! We will meet at
Frontera in Stockbridge at 2:00 for our book
club discussion and to celebrate Cinco de
Mayo! Who in the world would want to miss
that? We will be reading another book by
Richard Peck, “A Year Down Yonder.” All
reading girls ages 10 and up are invited. If
you have questions see Betsy Sierra, give
her a call at 770-954-4344, or email her at
sierra.betsy2@gmail.com. Read On!
HE LIVES
I serve a risen Saviour;
He's in the world today.
I know that He is living,
whatever men may say.
I see His hand of mercy,
I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need
Him He's always near.

The sun mounts higher in the sky
And melts the frost upon the hills;
In leafless stalk and flowerless branch
The hope of springtime wakes and thrills.
So come, Thou Sun of Righteousness,
With heavenly healing in Thy beams;
Shine on the cold and careless hearts
And wake them from their selfish dreams;
And tell the hard and hopeless ones
Who come despairing to Thy feet
That all their marred and broken lives
Thou wilt restore again, complete.
Breathe life into the listless souls
Who think they live - yet know not God —
Till beauty dawn on barren lives
As breaks the blossom from the sod.
Till burdened hearts and sorrowing hearts
And hearts that ache beneath their pride
Shall see Thy light, and feel Thy warmth,
And hail their radiant Eastertide.
— Annie Johnson Flint

Chorus:
He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
along life's narrow way.
He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart.
In all the world around me
I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary
I never will despair.
I know that He is leading,
thro' all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing
will come at last.
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian!
Lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs
to Jesus Christ, the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him,
the Help of all who find,
None other is so loving,
so good and kind.

One Great Hour of
Sharing Special
Offering
Easter Sunday
April 8, 2012

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2012
CONFIRMATION CLASS
Collin Roberts
McKenzie Scott
Alex Seal
Justin Stanley
Mitchell Stanley
We are proud of each of you!

Fellowship News
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Presbyterian
Women Update

Circle #1 meets 1st Tues - 10:00 am
Fellowship Hall (Sept-June)
Circle #2 meets 1st Wed - 6:15 pm
Parlor (Sept-June)
~~~~~
2011-2012 PW Bible Study:
“Confessing the Beatitudes”
Books available in the church
office.

ANOTHER CHANCE
A man named Peter stumbled bad,
Lost all the love he ever had;
Fouled his own soul’s divinest spring,
Cursed, swore, and all that sort of thing.
He got another chance, and then
He reached the goal of God-like men!
A boy goes wrong, the same as he
Who fed swine in the far country.
He seems beyond the utmost reach
Of hearts that pray, of lips that preach.
Give him another chance and see
How beautiful his life may be.

Thursday Morning
Ladies Bible Study

Paul cast the young man Mark aside,
But Barnabas his mettle tried,
Called out his courage, roused his vim,
By expressing confidence in him.
Then Paul, near death, longed for one
glance
At Mark, who had another chance.

Jesus' Resurrection: Fact or Fiction?

King David, one dark day, fell down,
Lost every jewel from his crown;
He had another chance and found
His kingly self redeemed, recrowned.
Now lonely souls and countess throngs
Are lifted by his deathless songs.

Our Thursday morning Bible
Study has resumed and
meets at 10:00 am in the
Conference Room.
Written by Rusty Wright

At Easter, some might wonder what all the fuss is
about. Who cares? What difference does it make if
Jesus rose from the dead? It makes all the difference in the world. If Christ did not rise, then thousands of believers have died as martyrs for a hoax.
If he did rise, then he is still alive and can offer
peace to troubled, hurting lives. Countless scholars--among them the apostle Paul, Augustine, Sir
Isaac Newton and C.S. Lewis--believed in the
resurrection. We need not fear committing intellectual suicide by believing it also. Where do the facts
lead? Paul, a first-century skeptic-turned believer,
wrote that "Christ died for our sins...he was buried...he was raised on the third day...he appeared
to Peter, and then to the Twelve (Disciples). After
that, he appeared to more than five hundred...at
the same time, most of whom are still living."
Consider four pieces of evidence:
1. The explosive growth of the Christian movement. Within a few weeks after Jesus was crucified, a movement arose which, by the later admission of its enemies, "upset the world." What happened to ignite this movement shortly after its
leader had been executed?
2. The Disciples' changed lives. After Jesus'
arrest and crucifixion, most of the Disciples fled in
fear. Peter denied three times that he was a follower of Jesus. (The women were braver and
stayed to the end.) Yet ten out of the eleven Disciples (Judas committed suicide) were martyred for
their faith. According to traditions, Peter was crucified upside down; Thomas was skewered; John
was boiled in oil but survived. What turned these
cowards into heroes? Each believed he had seen
Jesus alive again.
3. The empty tomb.Jesus' corpse was removed
from the cross, wrapped like a mummy and placed
in a solid-rock tomb. A one-and-a-half to two-ton
stone was rolled into a slightly depressed groove

Far fallen souls, arise! Advance!
Ours is the God of one more chance!
~~~
“All that the Father gives me will come to
me, and whoever comes to me I will never
drive away.” John 6:37
to seal the tomb's entrance. A "Green Beret"-like
unit of Roman soldiers guarded the grave. Sunday morning, the stone was found rolled away,
the body was gone but the graveclothes were
still in place. What happened? Did Christ's
friends steal the body? Perhaps one of the
women sweet-talked (karate-chopped?) the
guards while the others moved the stone and
tiptoed off with the body. Or maybe Peter
(remember his bravery) or Thomas (Doubting
Thomas) overpowered the guards, stole the
body, then fabricated--and died for--a resurrection myth. These theories hardly seem plausible.
The guard was too powerful, the stone too heavy
and the disciples too spineless to attempt such a
feat. Did Christ's enemies steal the body? If
Romans or Jewish religious leaders had the
body, surely they would have exposed it publicly
and Christianity would have died out. They didn't, and it didn't. The "Swoon Theory" supposes
that Jesus didn't really die but was only unconscious. The expert Roman executioners merely
thought he was dead. After a few days in the
tomb without food or medicine, the cool air revived him. He burst from the 100 pounds of
graveclothes, rolled away the stone with his nailpierced hands, scared the daylights out of the
Roman soldiers, walked miles on wounded feet

FellowshipComm@spcusa.org

UPCOMING GRG EVENTS
2012

MAY 9: Southeastern Railway Museum
JUN 19: The Palms
JUL 10: Lunch at Phil’s / Bingo
AUG: No activity
SEP 11 : Little White House / Bulloch Hse
OCT 9: TBA
NOV 13: Annual Potluck Lunch & Meeting
DEC 9: Christmas Luncheon
ATTENTION CHURCH MEMBERS 50+
GRG APRIL CHOIR CONCERT EVENT
CANCELLED
New April Event To be announced

and convinced his Disciples he'd been raised from
the dead. This one is harder to believe than the
resurrection itself.
4. The appearances of the risen Christ. For 40
days after his death, many different people said
they saw Jesus alive. Witnesses included a
woman, a shrewd tax collector, several fishermen
and over 500 people at once. These claims provide further eyewitness testimony for the resurrection. As a skeptic, I realized that attempts to explain away the evidences run into a brick wall of
facts that point to one conclusion: Christ is risen.
The above does not constitute an exhaustive
proof, rather a reasoned examination of the evidence. Each interested person should evaluate the
evidence and decide if it makes sense. Of course,
the truth or falsity of the resurrection is a matter of
historical fact and is not dependent on anyone's
belief. If the facts support the claim, one can conclude that he arose. In any case, mere intellectual
assent to the facts does little for one's life.
A major evidence comes experientially, in personally receiving Jesus' free gift of forgiveness. He
said, "I stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in
to him (or her)."
Worth considering?
(www.thoughts-about-god.com/easter/rw_factfiction.html)

StewardshipComm@spcusa.org

Session & Stewardship News

SESSION REPORT
APRIL 2012

Worship Committee: Aaron asked about
the availability of wireless microphones for
the sanctuary. Betsy related that the microphone for the pulpit was broken, was sent
back, but not returned as yet. Brandy will
check with David Dillard about the status of
the wireless microphone and the lavaliere
microphones.

Buildings and Grounds Committee: Elevator has passed its final inspection. Elevator
keys have been hand receipted to the appropriate individuals. Jason announced that the
elevator will be turned on and off on the lower
level only.
Jason announced that the door from the choir
loft to the small room with the sound system
has been provided with a lock. .
Session approved use of 9 tables and 35-40
chairs (the old ones currently being stored in
the garage) by AA in April for an organizational meeting. They will be used off site.
Christian Education Committee: Session
approved following youth for Mission Trip:
Carly and Cydnee Keller, Allie Dunn, Savannah Sewell, and Bryan Wharton. Session also
approved showing the movie, “Courageous”,
during the Youth fund raising luncheon on
March 25, 2012.
Fellowship Committee: Carlton announced
that instead of offering a flat screen TV as
one prize at the Golf Tournament, an individual has donated $400 ($100 each) to the
individuals who come closest to the holes on
the four (4) par 3 holes.
Stewardship Committee: Kim reported that
revenue is down but the current available
funds are the same as last year. Per capita
has started coming in.
Stewardship will be looking at different and
innovative ways to increase revenues. All
committees continue to be very frugal with
their budgets.
Session approved sending the monthly Newsletter to shut-ins and also approved the 2011
Annual Report.
Witness Committee: Donations for Relay
for Life are coming in. The church’s Relay for
Life sign will be posted. Sherry asked if there
would be any objection to hanging Relay for
Life plaques on the wall in the Fellowship Hall
just outside of the old Children’s Church area.
None were voiced.
Witness and Session approved changing the
date of the Yard Sale from September 8 to
September 15. Jason will notify Pastor Tim
Chaney that New Glory Church could use the
building and the pavilion on September 8,
2012.
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Yes, I want
to do my
part:
$22
per person,
per capita.

Pastor’s Report: Session approved use of
the Sanctuary by Yvonne Thurmond on
Monday, March 26, 2012 at 10 AM in order
to tape a sermon for her use as she is in
the process of seeking a call.
Susan announced that there are currently 6
individuals attending the current Confirmation Class, and they will be joining the
church on Easter Sunday. There will be a
Called Session Meeting on April 8, 2012 at
10 AM to examine and receive these new
members. Session approved the baptisms
of Justin and Mitchell Stanley on Easter
Sunday.
Susan asked those who have not attended
a focus group to try to do so this Sunday,
March 25 prior to Worship Service.
Jason, Jim and Sherry volunteered to assist
Susan with serving Communion by
intinction on Maundy Thursday, April 5.
Linda Roberts, Clerk of Session

How does it all stack up for
you?
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Buildings & Grounds

Safety & Security

Greetings from the Buildings and Grounds
Committee.
Good news! Our Church now has a functional elevator and an elevator permit. The
construction project in the Education Building
is essentially completed. The final check list
of minor problems should be corrected before
Easter. The building inspector will accomplish
his inspection soon after that.
A new hand rail for the stairs by our elevator has been installed. Many thanks for the
contribution of the funds that made the installation possible.
Our next Church work day will be Saturday,
the 28th of April, 9AM to 12:00 . We hope that
the warmer weather will entice you to join us
in cleaning and repairing all the small items at
Church. Outdoor enthusiasts are also
welcome. Please come with whatever is
needed to correct that problem that no one
else seems to notice. I hope you will be able
to help.
God's work never ends, see you
Sunday.
Jason Howard

Building & Grounds

BldgandGroundsComm@spcusa.org

PRAYER CONCERNS
APRIL 2012

CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY
Pastor
Susan Bennett
770-474-7777
Director of Music Ministry
David E. Dillard
770-323-6453
Youth Director
Stephanie Dunn
770-389-3197
Christian Ed Coordinator
Mary Thompson
770-474-4252
Church Admin. Assistant
Levena Hemmle
770-474-7777
Clerk of Session
Linda Roberts
770-474-0220
Asst. Clerk of Session
Allison Johnson
770-474-7544
Custodian
Tom Francis
770-474-8737
Sun. Sch. Superintendents
Jason & Phyllis Howard
770-957-9922
PW Co-Moderators
See Circle Chairs/Co-Chairs
General Fund Treasurer
Doug Scott
770-474-8226
Asst. Gen. Fund Treasurer
Doug Richardson
770-914-5676
Memorial Fund Treasurer
Mabel White
770-474-7777
Nursery Staff:
Stephanie Phillips
678-788-3965
Charlotte Culpepper
770-474-2076
Megan Bennett
678-521-7314

MEMBERS: Gerrelldine Addy, Brandy Conner,

Kathy Gorman, Rick Holcombe, Pat Martin, Jim
Newsome, Gene & Marcella Park, Doug
Richardson, Doug Sewell

FRIENDS & FAMILY: Louise & Tony Harrell, Stacy
& Susan Jordan, Clare Whitlock & Family
*ONGOING: Carol Baggett, Melissa Bailey,

Sarah Barr, Judy Belvin, Joey Boatwright, Dorothy Bromenshenkel, Cindy Brown, Tillie Bundy,
Carmen Butler, Larry Campbell, Myrtis Carter,
Jason Ellis, Beanie Essex, Lilly Feathers, Lori
Fisher, Paula Goddard, Barbara Goss, Nick
Hart, Amy Huber, Mark Kellogg, Hannah Layfield, Lisa Lohr, Greg Martin, Kim McCantti,
Shane McDonald, Bernice McGee, Nikki McGee,
Linda Menieur, Jack Myers, Sam Osborne,
Olivia Quigley, Tracy Rasar, Bill Ratliff, Ione
Lanford Ring, Lara Rogers, Vicki Rosenblatt,
Laurie Sansbury, Ray Shrader, Shirley Slaughter, Abby Smith, Jack & Grace Soucie, Keith
Sorrells, Marge Spikes, Carol St. Angelo, Sarah
Starzer, Donna Sundren, Jennifer Thomas,
Richard Thomas, Ed Thompson, Diane Trickley,
Jack Turner, Fred Unger, Tiffany Watson, Dr.
Joyce Williamson, LuAnn Worley
MILITARY TROOPS: Lucas Freeman, Casey
Hammond, Seth Smith; Cuba: Kevin Scott; Iraq:
Don Bradley, Doug Caldwell, Joel Forsyth, Jeremy
Hopfe; Afghanistan: Brian Bavano, James Chapman, Chad Duffey, Ricky Fyffe, Kyle Gaylor, Gary
Lawrence, Joe Newby, Zachary Pallock, Ryan
Richey; Japan: Daniel Freeman; Kuwait: Brianne
Gaylor; Washington, D.C.: David Brown, Jack
Shedd; Cuba: Kevin Scott; Italy: Tyler DeLoach
HOMEBOUND: Julia Brown, Peggy Campbell,
Johnny Hinton, Sarah Belle Lee, Georgia Silvey,
Nancy Stikeleather, Carolyn Waits

Because He lives,

Saturday, April 28th
All hands needed and appreciated!!

I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives,
All fear is gone.
Because I know,
He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives.
— Bill & Gloria Gaither

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has
come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Opportunities to Serve / Church Family News
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April
Birthdays

Opportunities
LITURGISTS:
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Betsy Sierra
Aaron Roberts
Carolyn Francis
Jason Howard
Sarah Mott

HEAD USHER—APRIL
Stewardship Committee

COMMUNION SERVERS—APR 1, ‘12
Brandy Conner
Ron Scheer
Tom Francis

Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Greg Lathrop
Sue Scheer
Carolyn Francis

ACOLYTES

Payton Scott
Grace Robertson
McKenzie Scott
Peyton Lewis
Will Andrews

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS

Apr 1 No Children’s Worship—Palm Sunday
Apr 8 No Children’s Worship—Easter Sunday
Apr 15 Melissa Hembree; Tracey & Sydney
Clipper; McKenzie Scott
Apr 22 Phyllis Howard; Kim, Maegan & Alex
Seal
Apr 29 Amy & Aaron Roberts; Allie Dunn
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

BEADLE SCHEDULE

Allison Johnson
John Abbott
Aaron Roberts
Darin Clipper
Tony Williams

COVENANT KIDS (WNL)
Music/Choir -1st & 3rd Wed.
Covenant Kids 2nd & 4th Wed.
FRIDAY OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

Apr 6
Apr 13
Apr 20
Apr 27

Sue Scheer
Annie Laura Kelly
Carol Abbott
Ruth Pope

Apr 1
Apr 2-6
Apr 4
Apr 4
Apr 5
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 8
Apr 9
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 14
Apr 17
Apr 27-28
Apr 28
Apr 29
May 1
May 2
May 2
May 3
May 3
May 5
May 9
May 10
May 12
May 12
May 13
May 13
May 15
May 20
May 20
May 24
May 25
May 27
May 28
Jun 19
Jul 10
Sep 11:
Oct 9:
Nov 13:
Dec 9:

SANCTUARY FLORAL
ARRANGEMENTS
If you wish to place a floral arrangement in
the Sanctuary, please call the Church office
to see if a particular Sunday is available and
so an appropriate notation can be made in
the announcement sheet.

2012

Palm Sunday
No School/Spring Break
No WNL—Spring Break
Worship Committee Mtg
GRG Spivey Hall/O’Charley’s
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Easter Sunday
Office Closed (Easter)
PW Circle #1
PW Circle #2
Worship Committee
CE Meeting
Youth Challenge Testing
Stated Session
Relay For Life
Work Day
Old Time Religion Service
PW Circle #1
Worship Committee Mtg
PW Circle #2
Presbytery Meeting
Bldg & Grnds Mtg
PW Brunch
GRG SE Railway Museum
CE Mtg
Youth Challenge Testing
Life Long Reading Girls
Mother’s Day/Gifts of Women
Sanctuary Flowers-Abbotts
Stated Session
Youth Sunday
Healing Service
Golf Tournament
Last Day of School
Pentecost Sunday
Office Closed—Memorial Day
GRG Lunch at The Palms
GRG Lunch at Phil’s/Bingo
GRG Little White House
GRG TBA
GRG Annual Potluck Lunch &
Meeting
GRG Christmas Luncheon

4/17
4/24

Early Risers

Biscuit & Brunch
Chick-fil-a

4 Jack White
4 Kaitlyn Clipper
5 Cole Hembree
9 Annie Laura Kelly
10 Hallie Shumate
12 Charles Moseley
22 Phyllis Howard

22 Sarah Mott
22 Savannah Sewell
23 Cindy Strong
25 Joel Bryant
27 Lee Hart
27 Megan Wells
30 JoAnne Norton

We always thank God for all of you,
mentioning you in our prayers.
— 1 Thess 1:2
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.— Romans 15:13
IT’S ALL IN THE BLOOD
Crimson red flowed freely down,
Pools of scarlet lay on the ground,
Clouds of black hid the sun’s face,
As the earth quaked at God’s grace.
Yet God’s innocent Lamb had died
His blood poured out -- now crucified.
Sin’s price had been finally paid
As on his back cruel stripes were laid.
Many men had hung there in shame
Guilty of crimes, another no name
But this man was different somehow
This One before whom every knee will bow.
Freedom from guilt, cleansing for sin
Healing for body and mind within.
Clothed in pure white, heaven’s in sight
Because of Him - not by my own might.
For it’s all in the blood.
- Levena Hemmle
© 2008

Who then will condemn us?
No one—for Christ Jesus died
for us and was raised to life
for us, and he is sitting in the
place of honor at God's right
hand, pleading for us.
- Romans 8:34
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(Betsy Sierra) 1

W
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2

3

T

E D

NO WNL

4

F

H U

10:15
5
GRG Spivey Hall
7:00
Maundy Thursday

S

R I

(Sue Scheer)

7:00
Good Friday

6

A T

5:30
New Glory C.C.

7

SPRING BREAK—NO SCHOOL

(Aaron Roberts) 8

9

10:00 10
PW Circle #1

(Carolyn Francis) 15

16

9:00 17
Early Risers B&B

WNL
18
19
6:30 Classes
4:30
7:30 Choir
Stewardship Com
6:00
CE Committee

(Jason Howard) 22

23

9:00 24
Early Risers CFA
7:00
Stated Session

WNL 25
10:00 26
6:30 Classes
Ladies Bible Study
7:30 Choir

OFFICE
CLOSED
~
Easter

WNL
11
10:00
12 (Annie Laura Kelly) 13
5:00 Worship
Ladies Bible Study
Comm Mtg
6:00
6:15 PW Cir #2
CE Meeting
6:30 Classes
7:30 Choir
(Carol Abbott) 20

(Ruth Pope)

27

1:00
14
Youth Challenge
Testing
5:30
New Glory CC

21

5:30
New Glory C.C.

8:00
28
Work Day
5:30
New Glory C.C.

RELAY FOR LIFE
(Sarah Mott) 29

30 LITURGISTS

Old Time
Religion Service

Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

BEADLE SCHEDULE

Betsy Sierra
Aaron Roberts
Carolyn Francis
Jason Howard
Sarah Mott

Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Allison Johnson
John Abbott
Aaron Roberts
Darin Clipper
Tony Williams

B

ut God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
Romans 5:8
Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with God
because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into
this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to
sharing God's glory. Romans 5:1-2
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

(Unless noted otherwise on the
above calendar.)

9:00 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Sunday
Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Worship

4:30 pm Youth Fellowship
5:00 pm Haitian Christian Fellow.
7:00 pm AA

Monday

Tuesday
9:00 am Early Risers
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Wednesday
6:30 pm Classes
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday
10:00 am Ladies Bible Study
7:00 pm AA
Saturday
5:30 pm New Glory Christian Church

APRIL 2012

SPC KIDS PAGE
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ANSWER: Across—2.Palm, 5.Butterfly, 7.Cross, 9.Candle. Down—1.Leaves, 3.Lamb,
4.Nail, 6.Flower, 7.Crown, 8.Sun, 10.Egg. Missing phrase: Jesus is alive!
ANSWER: The stone was rolled away from the door. An Angel said to them, “He is
not here, he has risen.”

APRIL ACOLYTES
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Payton Scott
Grace Robertson
McKenzie Scott
Peyton Lewis
Will Andrews

KEEP
OUR
KIDS
IN
YOUR
PRAYERS

Opportunities to Learn More About God

Sundays:

Sunday School 9:45 am
Children’s Church 11:00 am
Wednesday: Covenant Kids (grades 1-5) at 6:30-7:30

“The stone was rolled away from the door. An
Angel said to them, “He is not here, he has
risen.” Luke 24:6
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GOD'S YELLOW PAGES

Spiritual Guidance direct from God - let your fingers do the walking through the Bible.
AFRAID: Psalm 34:4; Matt 10:28;
2 Tim1:7; Heb 13:5,6
ANXIOUS: Psa 46; Matt 6:19-34;
Phil 4:6; 1 Pet.5:6,7
BACKSLIDING: Psa 51; 1John
1:4-9
BEREAVED: Matt 5:4; 2 Cor 1:3,4
BITTER - CRITICAL: 1 Cor 13
CONSCIOUS OF SIN: Prov 28:13
DEFEATED: Rom 8:31-39
DEPRESSED: Psa 34
DISASTER THREATENS: Psa 91;
Psa 118:5,6; Luke 8:22-25
DISCOURAGED: Psa 23; Psa
42:6-11; Psa 55:22; Matt 5:11,12; 2
Cor 4:8-18; Phil 4:4-7
DOUBTING: Matt 8:26; Heb 11
FACING CRISIS: Psa 121; Matt
6:25-34; Heb 11

FAITH FALLS: Psa42:5; Heb 11
FRIENDS FAIL: Psa 41:9-13;
Luke 17:3,4; Rom 12; 2 Tim 4:1618
LEAVING HOME: Psa 121; Matt
10:16-20
LONELY: Psa 23; Heb13:5,6
NEEDING GOD'S PROTECTION:
Psa 27:1-6; Psa 91; Phil 4:19
NEEDING GUIDANCE: Psa
32:8; Prov 3:5,6
NEEDING PEACE: John 14:1-4;
16:33; Rom 5:1-5; Phil 4:6,7
NEEDING RULES FOR LIFE:
Rom 12
OVERCOME: Psa 6; Rom 8:3139; 1 John 1:4-9
PRAYERFUL: Psa 4; Psa 42;

Luke 11:1-13; John 17; 1 John
5:14,15
PROTECTED: Psa 18:1-3; Psa
34:7
SICK / IN PAIN: Pro 4:20-22; Psa
107:19,20; Isa 53:4,5; James 5:1315; Matt 8:16-17; 1 Pet 2:24; Mark
11:23-25
SORROWFUL: Psa 51; Matt 5:4;
John 14; 2 Cor 1:3,4; 1 Thess 4:1318
TEMPTED: Psa 1; Psa 139:23,24;
Matt 26:41; 1 Cor10:12-14; Phil
4:8; James 4:7; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:17
THANKFUL: Psa 100; 1 Thess
5:18; Heb 13:15
TRAVELING: Psa 121

The mission of Stockbridge Presbyterian Church is to worship and enjoy God; to live and share the good
news of Jesus Christ; to teach God's Word; to nurture a fellowship of Christian love; and to serve this
community and the world in the Spirit of the Servant Christ.

4740 North Henry Blvd.
Stockbridge, GA 30281
(770) 474-7777
E-mail: spcusa7777@gmail.com
Web Site: http://www.spcusa.org
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Stockbridge, GA 30281

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL
EVERY
SUNDAY AT 9:45 AM


Visit the church website
at: www.spcusa.org
Send any comments or
suggestions to the Webmaster at
Webmistress@SPCUSA.ORG

STAFF WEB EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Rev. Susan Bennett (Pastor@spcusa.org)
Levena Hemmle (Office@spcusa.org)
David E. Dillard (MusicDir@spcusa.org)
Stephanie Dunn (YouthDir@spcusa.org)
Mary Thompson
CECoordinator@spcusa.org)
Tom Francis (Custodian@spcusa.org)

COMMITTEE EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Building & Grounds
(BldgandGrnds@spcusa.org )
Christian Education (CEComm@spcusa.org)
Fellowship (FellowshipComm@spcusa.org )
Session Clerk/Moderator (Session@spcusa.org)
Stewardship (StewardshipComm@spcusa.org)
Witness (WitnessComm@spcusa.org)
Worship (WorshipComm@spcusa.org)

