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I

t’s a pretty noisy world usually,
isn’t it? I know it’s been said
before, but it’s still true: we’re
just bombarded with information, news,
opinions, telephone calls, even emails and
texts. If you’re anything like me, sometimes
you find yourself craving just a little oasis of
quiet – no television, radio, cell phones –
sometimes not even conversation. No, not
forever – just for a season, maybe a few
hours, where there’s nothing to do but be
quiet and rest our souls.
There’s so much noise, in fact, that
we sometimes don’t know what to listen for
anymore. I know that in the early morning, I
have to literally STOP myself from getting
on my computer at home to check emails,
news, and weather as soon as I get up –
because I want those first minutes of the
day to be focused on God. And the pull of
all those many other voices is a strong one.
When I’m sitting with one of you or
just anyone who comes to me needing to
talk, it’s important that I push away any
voices except the voice of the one who
needs a friend. Ever try to talk to someone
who’s distracted and only half listening? It’s
easy to tell! It’s important for me to focus –
on the person’s words, voice, eyes, even
their body movements – because when I do
that, it helps me understand the bigger picture. What’s behind the words? Where
does the problem lie? What’s the source of
the unhappiness? How can God help?
Even when I try my best, I still sometimes
get it wrong – but if I don’t listen for the most
important things, even those that are silent, I
don’t stand a chance. And the person who
needs help won’t get it.
It’s pretty much like that all day long.
Do we focus on the things that are sad,
negative, sometimes just downright ugly?
Are we really listening for God’s voice in the
midst of the world – his voice of hope, forgiveness, patience, compassion? It’s so
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easy to get caught up in the negative! Actually, that’s why I stay away from my computer first thing in the morning. I need to be
STILL – and know that God is God. Before
any of the world’s noises start bombarding
my brain and heart, I have to make contact
with God and HIS voice. When I do that, I’m
usually not using a lot of words. It’s just
silence, and attention, and quiet thanksgiving.
Because if we can hear God’s voice
before we hear much of anything else, it will
shape how we hear the noises of the world.
When we hear about tragedy at home or far
away, we can pray immediately. When we’re
listening to someone we love speak about
his or her life, we can listen with the Spirit of
God. When we talk to God in the car or at
home or ANYWHERE, it’s his Spirit and his
voice that will fill our minds. And when that
happens, we’ll be filled with his hope, forgiveness, patience, and compassion. The
world’s noise won’t consume us because
there’s always a part of us that’s still, knowing that God is God and he’s with us always.
Please “listen” to this little story, and
may it be a blessing to you.
See you in church!
Susan

What Are You Listening For?
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ening noise of the city. The Native American
just smiled and said, "What you hear is what
you listen for." As they walked back to the
street the Native American took a handful of
coins out of his pocket and dropped them on
the pavement. The businessman smiled as
he saw a dozen heads turn towards the
sound. He realized what his friend had meant.
What are you listening for in this life? Are you
listening for the latest lottery numbers to be
announced or are you listening for the sweet
songs of the birds in the morning?
Are you listening for the newest gossip people are saying or are you listening for the
happy sound of your children’s laughter?
Are you listening for the shouting voices of
anger and hatred in this world that try to fill
our ears and hearts with their poison? Or are
you listening for the gentle voice of God whispering to you: "I love you My Child. Come
work with Me and we will shower the world
with love and joy together."
Either way what you listen for is what you will
hear. Open your ears, mind, heart, and soul
then. Listen with them for all this world’s joys.
Listen with them for the loving voice of God
within you. Listen with them and delight in the
glorious music that is life.

~ Joseph J. Mazzella ~

I remember reading a story once about a
wealthy businessman who over the years of
his travels had formed a friendship with a
Native American. This pair in spite of their
differences remained close and after many
years the businessman finally convinced his
friend to visit him in the city where he lived.
As they were walking down the busy streets
full of noise, traffic, and people the Native
American suddenly stopped, walked into an
alley, and bent down over a small plant
growing there.
His friend followed him and found him
listening to a tiny cricket chirping. Amazed,
the businessman asked him how he had
ever heard that little sound among the deaf-

SERMON SCHEDULE
AUGUST
AUGUST 5
Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:24-35
"What's for Dinner?"
AUGUST 12
Psalm 130; II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
"A Father's Love"
AUGUST 19
Ephesians 5:15-20; I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
"The Beginning of Wisdom"
AUGUST 26
Psalm 84; I Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43
"What in the World are We Doing Here?"

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor
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D

o you ever have a casual
conversation that causes you
to remember to be grateful for
a blessing you’ve been taking for granted?
That happened to me just recently when I
was talking with a new acquaintance about
our respective churches. Of course I was
going on and on about SPC, how much I love
it, what a big part of my life it is and how my
faith has grown by being a part of it. It was
then that she told me she had grown up in a
church that didn’t focus on Bible Study and
now is part of a church that does, and what a
difference it has made to her. She said, “Now
I can open that Bible that’s always just sat on
my bedside table, and understand what it is
saying to me and that has made so much
difference in my life.” I remembered how
blessed I am to be part of a church where
Bible study is emphasized and encouraged
so much. That’s what we do every Sunday
morning in Sunday School and I must add we
have a good time doing it.
At present we have classes for our
littlest children, elementary school age children, our youth, and three classes for adults.
Here’s a little update on what they are up to
now.
Nursery Teachers: Betty Pickren, Stephanie
Phillips, Megan Bennett, Isiah Phillips
Elementary School Teachers: Phyllis Howard, Mabel White
Subject: Celebrating Jesus
Chapter Headings Include: When Jesus
Prayed, Where He Walked, Parables with
Objects, Maker of Miracles
Youth Teachers: Dianna Taylor, Mandy
Robertson, Lee Hart, Amy Roberts, Sue
Scheer
Subject: Unit: “Watcha Gonna Do?”
Lessons: Trust God, Honor God, Get Wise!,
Tell God’s Story, Change It Up.
Adults:
 Walter Lee Class:
Teacher: Tom Francis
Subject: What Is Faith? - Faith Calls for
Perseverance, Faith is Assurance, Faith is
Endurance, Faith Inspires Gratitude, Faith
Requires Mutual Love
 Pastor’s Bible Study;
Teacher: Susan Bennett
Subject: Gospel of Mark - A chapter

by chapter, verse by verse exploration of
the Book of Mark and how it relates to us
every day in a very real way.
 Parlor Class:
Teacher: Laura Richardson
Subject: Bad Girls of the Bible - A
story of some of the bad and not so bad
women in the Bible along with comparable
modern day situations.
As always, all of these classes offer some
listening, some talking, and a lot of encouragement for our day to day lives.
We know what the Bible has to say about
learning God’s word: “Teach it to your children”, “Hide it in your hearts”, “Train up a
child in the way he should go and when he
is old he will not depart from it”…there are
so many verses. Let’s remember to put our
beliefs in action – when we know what
Gods’ word is telling us life is just so much
better in every way. See you in Sunday
School?
God Bless,
Mary

CECoordinator@spcusa.org

attention
women and
girls ten
years of
age and up!
Our next book is A
Dog’s Purpose by
W. Bruce Cameron. We will meet to
discuss it (and lots of other things!) on
August 18th at 3:00 at Betsy Sierra’s
home. We have also selected dates for
the rest of this year: Saturday, October 27, and Saturday, December 1.
We will select our books at those meetings. So go ahead and put those dates
on your calendar if you enjoy books,
desserts, and good conversation.
If you have questions, give Betsy a call
at 770-954-4344 or email her at
sierra.betsy2@gmail.com. READ ON!

Wednesdays
As many of you have
already heard or read in the
current newsletter, the various
Wednesday night Bible Studies have been
suspended so that we can all lend our efforts to the new Goodness & Groceries
program beginning on September 5th. We
did not come to this decision easily and this
is not a permanent end to the classes.
As a committee, we feel this new
outreach program is an “all hands on deck”
effort and needs EVERYONE’S attention.
Before we begin the grocery packing, at
least 10 minutes will be set aside for prayer
and devotion. And, if enough of us pitch in,
the bagging should be done quickly, leaving
time afterward for classes or discussion.
Imagine all the fellowship we’ll enjoy while
mutually working for those kids at Cotton
Indian! Rather than being in our individual
study groups, the kids, youth, and adults
will be rubbing elbows and slinging groceries together. The support for Goodness &
Groceries has been fantastic and I believe it
can only increase the attendance for
Wednesday night activities. I’ll be there
and I hope to see you too.
Lastly, if you ever have any concerns or suggestions for Christian Education, I’d love to hear them. I am ALWAYS
available via phone, email, or in person at
church. See you soon.
Aaron Roberts

The Thursday Women’s Bible
Study will resume on Thursday, August
16 at 10 am in the Conference Room.
The title of our new study guide is
“Women of Faith: Receiving God’s
Goodness”. If you’d like to order a book
please let Mary Thompson know. The
cost for the books is $8 per person.
RALLY DAY
SEPTEMBER 2ND
Be sure to plan to be
here on Sunday,
September 2nd.
Children will be
promoted to new Sunday School
classes as appropriate and we will have
the opportunity to show our appreciation to our great Sunday
School teachers at a
covered dish lunch following
the Worship service.

YouthDir@spcusa.org

Hello to all,
I am sitting here trying to figure
out what to put in my newsletter article.
The movie 'Facing The Giants' just
happens to be on. I haven't seen the
entire movie but this line came screaming
through. The coach comes to the team
and says, "I want you to know I serve a
big God, and He can do whatever He
wants to do. He can open up what He
wants to open and shut what He wants to
shut. And a team that plays for His honor
and glory will have His blessings following that team."
I guess that pretty much sums it
up. I feel that so many changes are
going to happen on 'our team' this year,
and I pray that no matter what we do that
we do it for His honor and glory. I have
been thinking about all the things that
have been going on in our church, the
good, the bad and the ugly and all I feel is
hope. Hope that God has some amazing
things in store for His folks at 4740 North
Henry Blvd.
It's time to come together, time to
step it up, be more available, rewrite your
priority list. It's always funny how important church is to us all but is so easily put
on the backside of our priority list.
I am getting so exited about the
new outreach programs being planned
this year. A little known fact, our youth
supplies goodies to the youth that come
in each month for the youth challenge
testing. A little way of reaching out to a
young crowd and to wish them luck.
We are also going to look into
working with Don Dunlap and the Fuller
house project in September. The Goodness and Groceries back pack ministry
has the youth and me excited as well.
So it's time to get this party started
up in here!
Let's roll!
Love you all!
Stephanie
Philippians 4:13
I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me

Youth News

Back to School
2012-13
Open House for Henry County Schools
Thursday, August 2, 2012
High School 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Middle School 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Elementary School 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
2012-13 School Calendar
July 30-August 3 ~ Preplanning
Mon, August 6 ~ First Day of School
Mon, September 3 ~ Labor Day Holiday
September 24-28 ~ Fall Break
Tues, November 6 ~ Professional Learning
Day —No school for students
November 19-23 ~ Thanksgiving Break
December 24 to January 7 ~ Semester/
Winter Break
Tues, January 8 ~ Students begin second
semester
Mon, January 21 ~ Martin Luther King Jr.
Holiday
Mon, February 18 ~ Presidents' Day
February 18-22 ~ Mid-Winter Break
April 1-5 ~ Spring Break
Mon, May 27 ~ Memorial Day Holiday
Fri, May 31 ~ Last Day of School
Fri, May 31 ~ Graduation - Check school
websites for specific information
June 3-5 ~ Post-planning
For Open House events for specific or special groups such as kindergarten, 6th grade
and 9th grade students or for additional
information, please check the school website your child attends or contact the school
office.
For detailed enrollment information, please
visit our website at www.henry.k12.ga.us
and click on Enrolling in School.

School
Supply
Lists
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us//
Domain/1 Follow this link to the Henry
County Schools home page. In the top left
corner, click in the “Select a School” yellow
box, click on the desired school. You will
be directed to the home page for that
school. There should be a link located on
this page for “Supply Lists.”
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AUGUST EVENTS
Aug 12: hang out and
plan 4:30
Aug19: parent meeting
Aug 26: movie night

Walk a Little Plainer, Daddy
Walk a little plainer, Daddy
Said a little boy so frail.
I’m following in your footsteps,
And I don’t want to fail.
Sometimes your steps are very plain,
Sometimes they are hard to see.
So walk a little plainer, Daddy,
For you are leading me.
I know that once you walked this way
Many years ago.
And what you did along this way,
I’d really like to know.
For sometimes when I am tempted;
I don’t know what to do.
So walk a little plainer, Daddy,
For I must follow you.
Someday when I’ve grown up
You are like I want to be.
Then I will have a little boy,
Who will want to follow me.
And I would want to lead him right,
And help him to be true.
So walk a little plainer, Daddy,
For we must follow you.
— Unknown

WorshipComm@spcusa.org

F

rances Jane Crosby
(March 24, 1820 –
February 12, 1915),
usually known as Fanny
Crosby in the United States
and by her married name,
Frances van Alstyne, in the
United Kingdom, was an
American Methodist rescue
mission worker, poet, lyricist, and composer.
During her lifetime, she was well-known
throughout the United States. By the end of
the 19th century, she was a household name
and one of the most prominent figures in
American evangelical life. She became blind
while an infant.
Best known for her Protestant Christian hymns and gospel songs, Crosby was
the premier hymnist of the gospel song period,[ and one of the most prolific hymnists in
history, writing over 8,000,[with over 100
million copies of her songs printed.[Crosby
was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame in 1975. Known as the Queen of Gospel Song Writers and the Mother of modern
congregational singing in America, dozens of
her hymns found a place in the hymnals of
Protestant evangelicalism around the world.
With most American hymnals containing her
work. With the possible exception of Isaac
Watts and Charles Wesley, Crosby has
generally been represented by the largest
number of hymns of any writer of the
twentieth century in non-liturgical hymnals.
Some of Crosby's best-known songs
include "Blessed Assurance," "Pass Me Not,
O Gentle Saviour," "Jesus Is Tenderly Calling
You Home," "Praise Him, Praise Him,"
"Rescue the Perishing," and "To God Be the
Glory." Crosby wrote over 1,000 secular poems, and had four books of poetry published,
as well as two best-selling autobiographies.
Additionally, Crosby co-wrote popular secular
songs, as well as political and patriotic songs,
and at least five cantatas on biblical and patriotic themes, including The Flower Queen, the
first secular cantata by an American composer. However, Crosby was committed to
Christian rescue missions. 
Start cleaning out the
garage and closets. Our
church-wide yard sale is
September 15th. We
need lots of “stuff” and
volunteers to work on
Friday night set-up and
Saturday. Contact Sherry
McGee at
1969gadawg@gmail.com

Worship / Witness News

A Back to School Prayer
by Tonya Nash

L

ord, I pray that you be with
every child that is returning
back to school this year.
Protect them as they wait at the bus stop,
ride the bus, travel by car, or walk to
school. Keep them safe from dangers seen
and unseen. Help our school crossing
guards and bus drivers to remain attentive
on their jobs.
Give our children favor with their
teachers and help them to pay attention in
class. Let this be their best year yet for
academics, sports, and fine arts.
Be with our children’s teachers this
year. Help them to teach in ways that each
student can understand. Let them have
reasonable expectations of our children and
give them patience whenever their patience
meter is running low. Bless the teachers
with administrative support whenever
needed.
Help our children to stand against
peer pressure. Empower them to make
decisions that will be pleasing in your sight.
Surround them with good friends that are
positive influences. Keep drugs and alcohol
out of their reach. Help our children to keep
their hormones in check, avoiding sex before marriage. Protect our children from
bullies and those that mean them harm.
Help them to work out their problems instead of fighting with each other.
And finally Lord, help us as parents
to be even more supportive of our children
this year. Strengthen our discernment. Let
us know when something is going on with
our children. Help us to keep them on track
with their homework and study time. Help
us to remember all of the subjects that we
took many years ago so that we can be
effective in helping our children complete
their homework. Provide for us financially
so that we can allow our children to go on
field trips, buy school yearbooks and
pictures, have appropriate clothing for the
seasons, school supplies, or whatever else
our children need to enhance their educational experience. Give us favor on our jobs
so that we may be able to attend activities
that our children may have during the work
day. Remind us of the need to pray daily for
our children.
In Jesus’ Name,
Amen
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Service As Worship Excerpt
By D. A. Bayliss

For many churches the
term worship has become synonymous with
singing, perhaps with a particular emphasis
upon those songs that either exalt God or
which express our devotion to Him. These are
entirely valid methods of worship. However to
restrict our notion of worship to words expressed in melody is to ignore the breadth
and depth of the subject as presented in
scripture. This brief paper will give an overview of some of the more important aspects
of worship described in the Bible but will then
look in greater detail at the extent to which
Christian service in general and mission in
particular should be considered acts of worship.
By far the most common Greek word
rendered worship in our Bibles
is proskuneo which literally expresses the
notion of kneeling and kissing the hand of a
superior. As God is clearly our superior it is
an appropriate picture of our approach to God
in obeisance, and refers to any relationship
where we bow down to another.
The Greek word that captures what
many of us mean by worship is aineo. The
KJV consistently renders this word as praise.
It is only ever used of the praise of God and is
first used of the heavenly host at the announcement of the birth of Christ. Another
word that perhaps begins to combine the
notion of proskuneo and aineo
is doxazo which is most frequently rendered
as 'glorify' in the Authorized Version. It is the
specific extolling of the virtues of an individual
with the aim of magnifying or illuminating that
person. Another Greek word is eucharisteo which means to give thanks. The
word latreia, though not directly tied to worship, really means to serve as a menial with
the KJV rendering the term “serve” or
“service.” Mat 4:10 Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
We find that worship (proskuneo) is
outwardly manifested by service (latreia). In
Acts and the epistles we are called out to
serve (latreia) God. Any temptation to view
our latreia or service as purely physical is
resisted by the Bible however. (Acts 24:14,
Phi 3:3) it is explicitly stated that the latreia is
spiritual.
Our worship of God is to result in
our physical service of Him and our more
menial service of Him is considered to be
spiritual worship.
http://www.dabhand.org/Essays/E511_worship_and_service.htm
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Fellowship / Building & Grounds News

Presbyterian
Women Update

Circle #1 meets 1st Tues - 10:00 am
Fellowship Hall (Sept-June)
Circle #2 meets 1st Wed - 6:15 pm
Parlor (Sept-June)
~~~~~

PRAYER CONCERNS
AUGUST 2012
MEMBERS: Gerrelldine Addy,

Peggy Beisner,
Brandy Conner, David Craig, Kathy Gorman, Rick
Holcombe, Allison Johnson, John Kelly, Pat Martin,
Jim Newsome, Gene & Marcella Park, Ruth Pope,
Doug Richardson, Doug Sewell, Sally Smith, Mary
Thompson, Anne Watson
FRIENDS & FAMILY: Hendricks-Saunders Families,
Sid Miles, Amanda Ogles, Al Seymour, Howard
Waddell, Jackie Warren, Donna Watkins
*ONGOING: *ONGOING: (Long-term illnesses and/

or terminal) Shad Austin, Carol Baggett, Melissa
Bailey, Sarah Barr, Judy Belvin, Dorothy Bromenshenkel, Cindy Brown, Tillie Bundy, Carmen Butler, Larry Campbell, Myrtis Carter, Brandy Conner,
Max Drinnon, Jason Ellis, Beanie Essex, Lilly
Feathers, Lori Fisher, Paula Goddard, Barbara
Goss, Cindy Hack-Cross, Nick Hart, Amy Huber,
Mark Kellogg, Rebecca Langford, Hannah Layfield,
Lisa Lohr, Linda Lycett, Greg Martin, Kim
McCantti, Shane McDonald, Bernice McGee, Nikki
McGee, Linda Menieur, Jack Myers, Sam Osborne, Olivia Quigley, Tracy Rasar, Bill Ratliff, Ione
Lanford Ring, Brandy Conner, Lara Rogers, Vicki
Rosenblatt, Laurie Sansbury, Ray Shrader, Shirley
Slaughter, Abby Smith, Jack & Grace Soucie,
Keith Sorrells, Marge Spikes, Carol St. Angelo,
Sarah Starzer, Donna Sundren, Cindy Terry, Mitch
Terry, Jennifer Thomas, Richard Thomas, Ed
Thompson, Diane Trickley, Jack Turner, Fred
Unger, Tiffany Watson, Marilyn White, LuAnn
Worley
MILITARY TROOPS: Casey Hammond, Lucas
Freeman, Seth Smith; Iraq: Don Bradley, Doug
Caldwell, Joel Forsyth, Jeremy Hopfe; Afghanistan: Brian Bavano, James Chapman, Chad Duffey, Ricky Fyffe, Kyle Gaylor, Gary Lawrence, Josh
Ogle, Zachary Pallock, Ryan Richey; Huntsville,
AL: Jack Shedd; Kuwait: Brianne Gaylor; Washington, D.C.: David Brown; Cuba: Kevin Scott; Italy:
Tyler DeLoach
HOMEBOUND: Julia Brown, Peggy Campbell,
Johnny Hinton, Sarah Belle Lee, Georgia Silvey,
Nancy Stikeleather, Carolyn Waits

Fellowship
Committee

Every Sunday Morning:
Breakfast is served beginning at
9:00 every Sunday morning.
Come and enjoy the fellowship.
Use your hospitality and cooking skills to
bless others…signups for cooking are on the
refrigerator door in the Fellowship Hall.

UPCOMING GRG EVENTS
AUG:
SEP 11:
OCT 9:
NOV 13:
DEC 9:

2012

FellowshipComm@spcusa.org
Buildings & Grounds

Safety & Security

No activity
Little White House / Bulloch Hse
Nash Farms / Bay Breeze
Annual Potluck Lunch & Meeting
Christmas Luncheon

Attention Church Members 50+
Gold Rush Gang September
Event / Tuesday, September 11
Warm Springs & Bulloch House

Cost: $8 (cash please) for Warm
Springs
$7 (cash please) for transportation
Lunch on your own at Bulloch House
Meet at Church Parking Lot at 9:00 am

There once was a president held in
great esteem,
He came to Georgia with a dream,
Of making Warm Springs his retreat,
The water was so good for his legs and
feet.
He made it a place of peace and
beauty,
He died at the Little White House while
serving his country and doing his duty.
It's a great place to visit,
A great place to be.
We remember Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, when we go there to see,
The pleasures he found there in his life,
When he went to Warm Springs to get
away from all the strife.
Then it's on to the Bulloch House
to eat.
This restaurant, in an 1800s mansion,
will be a real treat.
The menu has it all-good and delicious,
Their Southern cooking is really
nutritious.
So, come along and join us on this trip,
We know the fun of this will make you
turn a flip.
Let Charles or Edna Fisher know by
Sunday, Sept 2nd if you plan to go.

Saturday, August 11th, 8:00 am
All hands are needed!
Reminder to those who have volunteered to
“Adopt A Room” - please check your rooms
for cleanliness and/or repairs often so we can
keep God’s house in good order. Thank you.

CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY
Pastor
Susan Bennett
770-474-7777
Office Manager
Levena Hemmle
770-474-7777
Youth Director
Stephanie Dunn
770-389-3197
Christian Ed Coordinator
Mary Thompson
770-474-4252
Clerk of Session
Linda Roberts
770-474-0220
Asst. Clerk of Session
Allison Johnson
770-474-7544
Custodian
Tom Francis
770-474-8737
Sun. Sch. Superintendents
Jason & Phyllis Howard
770-957-9922
PW Co-Moderators
See Circle Chairs/Co-Chairs
General Fund Treasurer
Doug Scott
770-474-8226
Asst. Gen. Fund Treasurer
Doug Richardson
770-914-5676
Memorial Fund Treasurer
Mabel White
770-474-7777
Nursery Staff:
Stephanie Phillips
678-788-3965
Megan Bennett
678-521-7314

StewardshipComm@spcusa.org

SESSION REPORT
AUGUST 2012
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Jason
reminded the Session that the next church
work day is scheduled for August 11 from 812 noon.
Christian Education Committee: In light of
the suspension of Wednesday Night Live
Dinner, Aaron contacted the leaders of the
groups that normally meet on Wednesday
evening to ask if there was any opposition to
suspending those activities in order to put
everyone’s energy into Goodness and
Groceries. All the leaders felt that this new
program was an integral part of the church’s
new vision and mission and it needed all the
support that was available from the congregation. Aaron reported that there was a suggestion to start the evening with a short devotion
and prayer and then all participants could
start packing the groceries. Aaron further
reported that this would in no way be a
permanent end to the classes normally held
on Wednesday evening but just a temporary
suspension. He assured the Session that the
committee would be monitoring the situation
and additional recommendations might be
forthcoming. Session approved.
Fellowship Committee: Tony reported that
the committee met to discuss the status of
WNL dinner. Since there has been a lack of
volunteer cooks and because of the cost of
the food, the committee decided to suspend

Session & Stewardship News
the dinner. He further reports that Sunday
morning breakfast is in jeopardy because of
the cost and the lack of “reimbursement”
from the participants.
Since Goodness and Groceries starts on
September 5, Session voted to start WNL
on that date. The time will be 6:30
Stewardship Committee: Kim distributed
the June financial statement. Expenditures
have not gone up but giving has continued
to decrease. Per capita donations have not
kept pace with last year’s figures. Committees have continued to watch their spending. However, Kim did mention that the
offerings so far in July have totaled
$14,224.00.
Kim reported that this year’s Stewardship
campaign will be more mission oriented.
Jim mentioned that Stewardship is contemplating changing the budget to reflect mission rather than committee budgets and
spending. The committee feels that once
the new vision activities are up and going,
this will result in more congregation participation, enthusiasm, and, hopefully, giving.
Witness Committee: Judy reported that
planning for the annual yard sale, scheduled for September 15, continues. A request for volunteers to work both Friday
evening and Saturday is beginning. There
is a tentative plan for the Presbyterian
Women to hold a Bake Sale in conjunction
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with the yard sale.
Worship Committee: Betsy reported that
the recent request for acolytes resulted in a
number of youth and young adults volunteering. Since several of these individuals have
never served as acolytes, Worship recommends that a training session be offered.
Session approved acolyte training on July 29,
2012 after worship. Susan will lead this training.
Clerk’s Report: Linda distributed a draft
revision of the church’s By Laws. Session
members were asked to review this document
before the August Stated Session Meeting
and to bring any corrections or additions to
that meeting.
Linda reminded Session members that Performance Appraisals for church staff need to
be accomplished prior to the Annual Budget
Meeting which is scheduled for September
23, 2012. Susan will email the appraisal
worksheets to all staff members and instruct
them to give the completed worksheets to
their evaluator(s).
Linda encouraged each Session Committee
to begin planning for their respective budgets
for 2013. These budget requests are necessary in order that the church’s entire budget
can be discussed and formulated at the Annual Budget Meeting.
Linda Roberts, Clerk of Session

ment. Betsy has received a number of inquiries about whether this
activity will be involved with Joseph’s Pantry. She is telling these
individuals that Goodness & Groceries and Joseph’s Pantry are 2
separate entities and donations to the Pantry are always needed.
Live Nativity: Sue Scheer
Sue has contacted the following individuals: John Dunn and Tony
Williams-staging; Jean Pattishall-cutting out stockings; Edna Fisher
-sewing stockings; John and Carol Abbott-greeters; Linda Robertsrefreshments; John Elliott-animals; David Dillard & Brandy Conneradvertisements and animals. Sue reported that she had Bibles to
place in the stockings as a gift for the children. She still needs help
with the costumes.
Scout Sunday: Jason Howard / Aaron Roberts
Jason has talked with the leader of Troop 65. The event is planned
for a Sunday in January or February 2013.

BRIDGING THE GAP UPDATE
During the July Stated Session Meeting, the following information was discussed.
The activities are listed first followed by the person responsible for the activity.
Goodness and Groceries: Betsy Sierra
Betsy has called or emailed all of the individuals who signed up to help. The organizational meeting was held Monday, July 23, at 6:30. Levena has made a template
for a card that will be placed in each grocery bag. The card can be used to give
information about upcoming church activities or just used for a note of encourage-

Veteran’s Recognition Sunday: Jim Beisner / Judy Simmons
The event is planned for Veterans’ Day in November.
Visitor Follow-Up: Sherry McGee, Tony Williams, Peggy Chase
Ideas for how to do a better job of follow-up are being solicited.
Muffin Brigade: Linda Roberts / Carlton Smith
Linda will be talking with the poll workers at the church on July 31.
All individuals who volunteered will be contacted after that and an
organizational meeting will be scheduled.
If you have any questions about any of the activities OR if you want
to help, please get in touch with the contact person(s).

Opportunities to Serve / Church Family News
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AUGUST
Birthdays

Opportunities
LITURGISTS:
Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Betsy Sierra
Judy Simmons
Aaron Roberts
Adam Dunn

HEAD USHER—AUGUST

Christian Education Committee

COMMUNION SERVERS—Aug 5, 2012
John Dunn
Aaron Roberts
Darin Clipper
Tracey Clipper
Stephanie Dunn

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS

Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Aaron & Amy Roberts; Allie Dunn
Allie Dunn; Lynn & Caylin Andrews
Mary Thompson; Nick Strong
Greg Lathrop; Adam Dunn

Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

Alex Seal
Grace Robertson
Justin Stanley
Carly Keller

Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

BEADLE SCHEDULE

Kim Seal
Tom Francis
Linda Roberts
Ron Scheer

FRIDAY OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

Sue Scheer
Annie Laura Kelly
Carol Abbott
Lynn Pack
tbd

SANCTUARY FLORAL
ARRANGEMENTS
If you wish to place a floral arrangement in the Sanctuary, please call the
Church office to see if a particular Sunday is
available and so an appropriate notation can
be made in the announcement sheet.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19,20

2012

Sep 2
Rally Day / Lunch
Sep 3
Labor Day / Office Closed
Sep 5
WNL / Goodness & Groceries
Sep 8
New Glory Anniversary Day
Sep 11 GRG Little White House
Sep 15 Annual Yard Sale
Sep 18 Stated Session Meeting
Sep 22 Youth Challenge Testing
Sep 23 Annual Budget Meeting
Sep 24-28 Fall Break / No School
Oct 6
Blessing of the Animals
Oct 9
GRG Nash Farms/Lunch @
Bay Breeze
Oct 13
Festival at the Bridge
Oct 16
Stated Session Meeting
Oct 20
Youth Challenge Testing
Oct 21
Gifts of Men Service
Oct 27
Life Long Reading Girls
Nov 3
Set Clocks Back 1 Hour
Nov 6
Presidential Election Day
Nov 10 Youth Challenge Testing
Nov 11 Stewardship Sunday/
Congregational Mtg
Nov 13 GRG Annual Potluck Lunch &
Meeting
Nov 13 Stated Session Meeting
Nov 15 Presbytery Mtg—Roswell
Nov 19-23 Thanksgiving Break/No School
Nov 22-23 Thanksgiving / Office Closed
Nov 25 Healing Service
Dec 1
Advent / Decorate Church
Dec 1
Life Long Reading Girls
Dec 8
Children’s Christmas Program
and Christmas Party
Dec 9
GRG Christmas Luncheon
Dec 11 Stated Session Meeting

8/7
8/14
8/21
8/28

Early Risers

Chick-fil-a
Biscuit & Brunch
Chick-fil-a
Biscuit & Brunch

WNL
&

BTG

Wednesday
Night Live &
Bridging The
Gap
BEGINS
WEDNESDAY
SEPT 5th

8/4 Matt Holcombe
8/4 Cooper Keller
8/5 Allison Johnson
8/5 Edna Fisher
8/6 Cindy Mott
8/7 Melissa Hembree
8/10 Rick Holcombe
8/10 Monica Baxter
8/12 Ken Roberts

8/15 Sarah Wharton
8/16 Cynthia Forsyth
8/20 Marcella Park
8/21 Johnnie Shumate
8/22 Jean Pattishall
8/24 Elle Roberts
8/29 Pat Martin
8/29 Gerald Taylor

We always thank God for all of you,
mentioning you in our prayers.
— 1 Thess 1:2
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.— Romans 15:13
The individual per
capita cost is
$22.00 per church
member, which is
due to the Presbytery each year.
You can help with
this expense by
giving an offering
above your tithes
for your family.

Will you help?
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S

U N

BEADLE SCHEDULE
Aug 5 Carlton Smith
Aug 12 Cooper Keller
Aug 19 Terry Holmes
Aug 26 Jim Beisner

M

T

O N

W

U E

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
Aug 5 Alex Seal
Aug 12 Grace Robertson
Aug 19 Justin Stanley
Aug 26 Carly Keller

T

E D

1

(Betsy Sierra) 5
Communion

6

9:00 7
Early Risers/CFA

8

(Judy Simmons) 12

13

9:00 14
Early Risers/B&B

(Aaron Roberts) 19

(Adam Dunn) 26

Congregational
Meeting

.

Healing Service

F

H U

2

6:30
B&G Comm Mtg?

S

R I

(Sue Scheer)

3

A T

5:30
New Glory C.C.

4

9

(Annie Laura Kelly) 10

8:00
11
Church Work Day
1:00
Youth Challg Test
5:30
New Glory CC

15

10:00 16
Ladies Bible
Study Resumes

(Carol Abbott) 17

3:00
18
Life Long Reading
Girls / Sierra home
5:30
New Glory C.C.

20

9:00 21
8:00-5:30 22
Early Risers/CFA Lifeline Screenings.
7:00
4:00 Sept NewsletStated Session
ter Deadline.
Mtg

23

(Lynn Pack) 24

25

27

9:00 28
Early Risers/B&B

30

( ) 31

6:00
CE Meeting

29

5:30
New Glory C.C.

Call them all together—men, women, children, and the foreigners living in your towns—so they
may hear this Book of Instruction and learn to fear the LORD your God and carefully obey all the
terms of these instructions. Do this so that your children who have not known these instructions
will hear them and will learn to fear the LORD your God. Do this as long as you live in the land you
are crossing the Jordan to occupy." Deuteronomy 31:12, 13 NLT
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

(Unless noted otherwise on the
above calendar.)

9:00 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Sunday
Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Worship

4:30 pm Youth Fellowship
5:00 pm Haitian Christian Fellow.
7:00 pm AA

Monday

Tuesday
9:00 am Early Risers
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Wednesday
6:30 pm Goodness & Groceries (9/5/12)
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm AA

Thursday

Saturday
5:30 pm New Glory Christian Church

