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7:00
Choir Rehearsal
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Directory Photo Session
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9:00
Early Risers@ CFA

12:00
Congregational Mtg.
(TBD)

9:00
Early Risers @ B&B
6:00
CE Comm. Mtg.
2 - 9:00
Directory Photo Session

9:00
Early Risers @ The
Plaza
7:00
Stated Session Mtg.

26

9:00
Early Risers @ B&B

5:30
Fellowship Comm. Mtg.
7:00
Choir Rehearsal
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5:30
Witness Comm. Mtg.
7:00
Choir Rehearsal
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(TBD)

8/10
8/12
8/15
8/21
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8/24
8/29

Rick Holcombe
Ken Roberts
Sarah Wharton
Johnnie Shumate
Linda Hodges
Elle Roberts
Gerald Taylor

1-2:30

Youth Challenge
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9-12:45
Presbytery Meeting
10– 2:00
Youth Car Wash

10:00
BFB/Crafters
7:00
A.A. Meeting

28
7:00
A.A. Meeting

31
Matt Holcombe
Cooper Keller
Edna Fisher
Allison Johnson
Cindy Mott
Melissa Hembree
Monica Baxter

10:00
Women’s Bible Study
4:00
Stewardship Comm Mtg.
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Bldg. & Grnds Mtg.
7:00
A.A. Meeting

10:00
Women’s Bible Study

7:00
A.A. Meeting
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10:00
Women’s Bible Study
2 - 9:00
Directory Photo Session
7:00
A.A. Meeting

Church Bazaar
Work Day
4:00
New Glory

SPC SPOTLIGHT

Sun

From My Heart To Yours

A dear congregation member sent me this article a few
weeks ago and suggested it might be good to include in our
SPC newsletter. You may have already read this; I know I've
seen it a couple of places, and every word is supposed to be
true. Who knows? Whether or not this incident actually happened isn't the important thing. What's important is that we
learn the truth of the story and do our best to love others simply and openly, without judgment or assumptions.
I make the same joke every time we talk about John the
Baptist, the unkempt, ill-mannered, wild-looking cousin of
Jesus to whom God gave one of the most important jobs ever
recorded: Open the path for the Messiah, prepare the world to
receive him! John may have had a holy mission and he was a
holy person, but his appearance was scary. Would you let
YOUR daughter marry John the Baptist?
So that's my joke ... but aren't we all quick to judge by appearances? And yet the scripture this pastor quoted from Matthew 25 says that if we're looking for Jesus, we can find him
among the poor, the hungry, and the sick. Since that's the
case, if we reject someone because of appearance, if they
look to us like they don't belong in a church for "nice people" ...
then we're liable to miss Jesus altogether.
You all are a warm, welcoming, and caring congregation. My
guess is that if Pastor Jeremiah
Steepek walked in here one Sunday
morning the same way he walked
into his new church, he'd be offered
attention and help and compassion. That's our calling as disciples
of Jesus -- to reach out, just
as Jesus did, to the "least of
these". I'm so thankful for you
all. My prayer is that the faithful
people of Stockbridge Presbyterian
continue to reach out to our community with all the love of Christ in our
hearts.
Pastor Jeremiah Steepek (pictured) transformed himself into
a homeless person and went to his newly assigned church
where he was to be introduced as the head pastor that morning.
He walked around this large church for 30 minutes while it
was filling with people for Sunday morning service....only 3
people said hello to him. He asked people for change to buy
food... NOT ONE person gave him change. They turned away
or said that they didn’t have any change...even though they
had more than enough change for the coffee donation bucket.
He went into the sanctuary where he sat down in the front of
the church. Shortly, thereafter two ushers approached him
and asked that he move to the back of the sanctuary. He
obeyed, and as he walked to the back row, he quietly said
hello with a warm smile to the people also sitting in the sanctuary. The greeting returned was stares and dirty looks. He felt
that uncomfortable feeling of people looking down on him and
judging him.
As he sat in the back of the church, the service began. He

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor
listened to the church announcements and such. When all that
was done, the elders walked to the front alter. They were excited
to introduce the new pastor. They were advised that the new
pastor would be sitting with the congregation. The only elder
who was in on this experiment announced, “We would like to
introduce to you Pastor Jeremiah Steepek!” The congregation
looked around clapping with joy and anticipation. The homeless
man sitting in the back stood up...he began walking down the
aisle. The clapping stopped with ALL eyes on him as he walked
up the altar. The elder who knew what was going on handed the
microphone to the new Pastor. While holding the microphone,
the Pastor looked down as he paused a moment. Then he
looked up and quietly recited,
"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me, he paused as
he looked over the congregation.
The Pastor continued, “Then the righteous will answer him,
'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'“ "The King will
reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'"
After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and
told them all what he had experienced that morning. Members
were shocked, some began to cry, many heads were bowed in
shame.
He continued by stating, “Today I see a gathering of people, but
I do not see a church that represents the teaches of Jesus Christ.
The world has more than enough people. We need more Christian disciples. My question to you this morning, when will YOU
decide to become a disciple?”
Far too many people do NOT understand that being a Christian
is so much more than something you claim. It's something you
live by and share with others.
See you in church!
Aug 3

Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Matthew 14:13-21
“Compassion Multiplied”

Aug 10

Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33
“When It’s Safer Outside the Boat ”

Aug 17

Psalm 113
Matthew 15:10-28
“Spirit, Mercy, and Faith”

Aug 24

Psalm 124
Matthew 16:13-20
“The Two of You”

Aug 31

Matthew 16:21-28
Romans 12:9-21
“A Heavy Cross to Bear”
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YOUTH NEWS

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Hello to all,
Wow, this summer started off slow,
but now the kids are already back in
school. As the school year begins,
please remember to keep all our kids,
their parents, and teachers in your
prayers. I hope they will all have the
very best and most productive year
ever.
This summer we had plenty of time
for bonding with each other, and I believe our group has truly made some
life long friends. I hope they know that
if times get difficult, and they need a
special friend, they can call on their
youth group friends and me, too. We
really are blessed with a great group
of kids.
This year is going to be an awesome
one so....let's get going!

Choir rehearsal will resume on Wednesday,
August 6 at 7 PM THIS IS THE BEST TIME
TO TRY CHOIR! It is an excellent ministry
and support group. Remember, music readership is not required. Most of our folks do
not read music, and hear how good we
sound!
Also, above is a recent picture of our Sunday
School Assembly group that meets at the
beginning of Sunday School at 9:45 AM in the
choir room. Everyone is welcome; we sing
and pray for about 10 minutes, old favorites
and some new tunes too. Come visit.

Love,
Stephanie

GRG NEWS & EVENTS

Attention Church Members 50+
Gold Rush Gang September Event
“Thanks for the Memories” 1944-45
Tuesday, September 9th, 2014
12:30 PM at Church Pavilion

Memories are made of this
a star, a dream, a kiss!
The Gold Rush Gang event you won’t
want to miss,
Cause all of us plan to reminisce
About the memories that helped us grow.
Memories you’ll all want to know.
Some will be happy, some may be deep,
But all of them are about what
we want to keep.
Deep in our heart, tucked in our brain
These memories we want always
to remain.
And as we sit here together we know this day
will be a memory of fun.
Fellowshipping together with everyone.
Memories are made no matter what age,
and being with the Gold Rush Gang
fills another page.
Please let Betty Pickren know if you plan to
attend by Sunday, September 7th.

YOUTH EVENTS IN AUGUST
Aug 10 Swimming Party
after Church
Ladies Don't Forget!

Aug 16

Aug 24

Aug 31

Car Wash
10:00 - 2 PM

Hanging out at Church
1:00 - 3 PM
No Youth Meeting
(Labor Day Weekend)

WORSHIP/WITNESS NEWS

Our Women's Bible Study will resume
on Thursday, August 7th at 10 am in the
Conference Room. We will continue to learn
about "Contagious Joy" in Chapter Five of our
study book. If you have not attended this
group yet, now is a great time to start.. Just
let Mary Thompson (770-474-4252) know if
you would like to order a book. Hope to see
you on the 7th!

SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS

PER CAPITA GIVING

Clerk’s Report: The Session received a request from Rev. Bill Nesbit to consider donating a portion of the Peacemaking Offering to
the Presbyterians’ Caring for Chaplains fund.

Over the past several years your support in
paying the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta per
capita has been greatly appreciated. The
Session is again asking your support with per
capita in 2014 by providing a gift of $22.00
per SPC member. We are moving into the
second half of the year and will provide periodic reminders in order to give you ample
time to consider your gift.
The annual Peacemaking Offering will be
collected on September 14, 2014 in recognition of Patriot’s Day. This year the Session
approved dedicating a portion of this offering
to the Presbyterians Caring for Chaplains
which is charged with endorsing clergy to
serve as Chaplains in all branches of the U.S.
Military, in VA Hospitals and with the Civil Air
Patrol. The 2-person staff makes pastoral
visits worldwide and conducts retreats for
Chaplains and their families. Please consider
the importance Chaplains play in the lives of
our service members and VA patients, and
give generously to the Peacemaking Offering.

The Consent Agenda was approved.
Buildings and Grounds Committee:
The following items were approved:
A request from AA to use the Church projector
and screen on June 26 and 30, 2014.

The Four-Given Quartet from the First Christian Church of Jonesboro will be performing
on Sunday, August 24th at 3:00 PM in the
sanctuary.
Refreshments will be served in the fellowship
hall following the concert. The concert is free,
but any donation will help fund our Children’s
Christmas Basket Fund for Henry County kids
and families.

+
SPC YARD SALE &
BOY SCOUTS PANCAKE BREAKFAST
It is that time of year again for the SPC Yard
Sale, and the Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast.
The date is Saturday, Sept 13, 2014 from
8:00 - 1 PM. We need your donations for the
yard sale, and also, baked goods for the bake
sale. We will need volunteers to help with set
up on Friday, and to work the sale on Saturday.
Our Yard Sale has always produced a “pretty
penny” for our Community Outreach programs, so please consider either donating
items to sell, or your time to help! (Or both!)
Please contact Arlene Lathrop at (770) 3629082 to put your name on the Volunteer
Schedule.
(Or via email,
alathrop@kslaw.com,
or
aalathrop@yahoo.com). Thank you in advance for your contributions to this worthwhile
cause!
The Witness Committee would like to thank
all of you that helped supply items for the
"New Baby Basket" our church donated to the
"Special Mr. & Miss Henry County Pageant". Your efforts in their silent auction helps
with education and activities for these wonderful people in our neighborhood. Check out the
SPC web site to see a picture of your gift.

A member request to add more handicapped
parking to the lower parking lot. Four spaces
will be added.
The committee rejected a request to use a
metal detector to hunt on Church grounds.
Christian Education Committee: Aaron had
no issues or recommendations.
Fellowship Committee: John had no issues
or recommendations.
Stewardship Committee: The Session reviewed the May 2014 financial statements.
Witness Committee: Sue had no issues or
recommendations.
Worship Committee: Arlene had no issues
or recommendations.
Pastor’s Report: Susan had no report.
New Business: Sue proposed the group
“Four-Given Quartet” be asked to present a
gospel singing program to help raise funds for
our annual Children’s Christmas Basket fund.
The committee agreed to a “Christmas in August” program Sunday, August 24th, 2014 at
3:00 PM. There is no charge by the Quartet,
but a donation would be collected to fund our
mission and give the quartet a gratuity. Refreshments would be served in the fellowship
hall following the concert. The Session approved this proposal.
Sue proposed Zach Smith make a CD of his
music to sell to members of the congregation
that would be interested. He could also sell
some at the “Church Bazaar” in October. The
committee and Zach will research the cost and
profitability of having this done. If it is in our
best interest we would guarantee Zach
$250.00 or 75% of the profits after expenses
whichever would be to his advantage. The
Session approved pending final legal review.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

BEADLE
Allison Johnson
John Abbott
John Dunn
Judy Simmons
Jason Howard

Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

ACOLYTE
Lorren Huggins
Lexie Buchan
Sydney Holloway
Breana Huggins
Isabella Newsome

Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

LITURGISTS
Lee Hart
Aaron Roberts
TBD
Linda Roberts
TBD

HEAD USHER - August 2014
Christian Ed. Committee
Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Wendy Wells
Stephanie Dunn
Aaron Roberts
Sue Scheer
Mary Carol Stanley

The Session discussed Georgia House Bill 60
which allows churches to approve having firearms on its premises. The Session agreed to
not opt in to allow firearms in the sanctuary,
offices, Fellowship Hall and education building.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Aug 3 The Keller Family
Aug 10 The Roberts Family
Aug 17 Allie Dunn/Nancy Bryant
Aug 24 Kim Seal/Phyllis Howard
Aug 31 Wendy & Megan Wells

Jim Beisner
Clerk of Session

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SERVICE TO SPC AND
GOD’S KINGDOM

