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12:00 - OA Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

10:30 - GRG Annual
Picnic

7:30 AM - A.A. Mtg.

10:00 - Women’s Bible Study
7:00 - AA Mtg.

5:00 - Resources Comm. Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

15

12:00 - OA Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

16

7:00 - Stated Session Mtg.
7:00 - Boy Scouts

17

7:30 AM - A.A. Mtg.

18

7:00 - AA Mtg.

SPY TRIP

(Linda Roberts)

21 Celebrate the 22
Gifts of Men Sunday
Happy Father’s Day!
(Bob Johnson)

1 - 2:30 Youth
Challenge
Testing

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - June 8th - 11th 5:30 till 7:30 PM

(Aaron Roberts)

14

Thu

.12:00 - OA Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

1

7

Wed

12:00 - OA Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

23

9:00 - Early Risers @ CFA
7:00 - Boy Scouts

24

7:30 AM - AA Mtg.

25

7:00 - AA Mtg.

SPY MISSION TRIP - June 20th - June 26th  MISSION IMMERSION PROJECT
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11:00 God & Country
Service

12:00 - OA Mtg.
7:00 - AA Mtg.

9:00 - Early Risers @ The
Plaza
7:00 - Boy Scouts

(Kaitlyn Clipper)
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Scott Maccombie
John Wells
Danny Sierra
Levena Hemmle
Mary Carol Stanley
John Elliott
Thelma Newsome

Jun 10
Jun 11
Jun 13
Jun 14
Jun 19
Jun 23
Jun 24
Jun 25

Charles Fisher
Lazaro Benitez
Carly Keller
Isabella Newsome
Breana Huggins
Sarah Belle Lee
Alice Elliott
Betty Pickren

26

27
4:00 New Glory

SPC SPOTLIGHT

JUNE 2015

From my heart to yours...
One of the reasons churches today still celebrate the
Pentecost of 2000 years ago is that while the Holy Spirit
makes us a little nervous (who KNOWS what he’s going
to do if we set him free?) we’re still fascinated by and
drawn to the fire and power of his presence. We may be
a little uncertain, but most of us like the idea of some fire
being lit in our congregation, and in our church and the
way we do things. And while change is hard for us to
cope with – even good change – it’s something that always comes with the Spirit.
A fire was lit in SPC on Pentecost of 2012 when the
Session presented our new vision statement and new
missions and ministries were born. Once a plan like this
is in place, however, we have to be careful not to let the
fire grow dim or even burn out, which is why every January the Session examines the plan and makes recommendations for the coming year. This year, the Session
sees the need for renewed emphasis on witness and
discipleship – which is why there’ll be a short questionnaire in your bulletin every Sunday in June. If there are
changes to be made, we need YOUR feelings and opinions to help us hear what our church really wants and
needs.
It’s always seemed to me that if church members are
serious about discipleship, witness and worship arise
naturally from that. Discipleship is simply paying attention to our growth as disciples of Jesus: studying scripture and applying it to our daily lives; learning to find joy
and intimacy with God in honest prayer; being open to
the Spirit as he transforms us into people who are more
and more like Christ – in other words, growth, maturity,
joy in serving others. When we say we are Christians, it
means more than church attendance (although I definitely recommend that!); it means a relationship with
Jesus that needs to grow as our lives go on, a relationship that changes us as it deepens through the years.
For that, we need the Word, conversation with God, and
each other.
Few of us come to Sunday School anymore, although
it will always be there for those who love it. But what
else could be done? I know my biggest growth as a
disciple of Jesus has always come in small-group settings – Bible studies, fellowship groups, prayer groups.
In fact, in all honesty, I believe with all my heart that
Christian education of some description is ESSENTIAL
to our growth; without it, our faith can become stagnant

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

and complacent. Can we begin some small groups at
SPC? What would work with our congregation in the
midst of a world with 50-hour work weeks and a ton of
school/work activities? This is part of what we’re asking on the questionnaire. I can’t emphasize enough
how crucially important discipleship is to our own personal growth as Christians, and to the continued life
and growth of our church. And the time to take action
is NOW.
Witness and mission flow from discipleship because
as our relationship with Jesus grows and deepens, we
have more and more desire to show our gratitude by
serving and reaching out to others. The Session feels
very strongly that our main mission focus is local, with
an emphasis on children and helping to feed the hungry. Goodness & Groceries is an essential part of our
outreach to Henry County. But there’s no doubt that,
if we wanted to, we could do more for the kids right
around us. There are a couple suggestions on the
questionnaire. But don’t stop there! Describe what
YOU’D like to see happen. Who knows what the Spirit may already be whispering to you?
Discipleship and witness – tell us what’s on your
mind. I know that every single one of you loves your
church and wants to see it not only living, but also
THRIVING. The Spirit is the one who makes that happen! Our job is to pray, wait with open hearts, and be
ready to say “yes” when he begins opening doors.
Keep the fire burning bright!
Much love to you all –
See you in church –
Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS
JUN 7 Graduate Recognition Sunday
Psalm 138; Mark 3:20-35
“Crazy Christians”
JUN 14 Psalm 1; John 17:6-19
“Aren’t We Special!”
JUN 21 Celebrate the Gifts of Men Sunday
Jeffrey Cochran, Guest Preacher
JUN 28 God and Country Service
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EDUCATION/WORSHIP

YOUTH NEWS

Hello to all,
June is here and so draws nearer to the
date we leave for a mission trip. Please
keep us in your thoughts and prayers
while we travel to Lexington, Kentucky
and spend a week serving God and others, and also representing Stockbridge
Presbyterian Church. We are going to be
living in close quarters for an entire
week, working hard everyday, being
thrust out of our comfort zone. We'll be
exhausted, frustrated, and overwhelmed,
but don't worry, we will also be having
the time of our lives. This will make the
11th mission trip I’ve been on and I still
look forward to it every year.
Please keep us in your prayers now and
then for safe travel to and from. And for
great heart warming life changing experience for all of us . We are still in need of
sponsorships and the brochures can be
found in the office, the church website,
or you can see me.

GRG NEWS & EVENTS

Gold Rush Gang - June Event
Picnic at the Church Pavilion
Tuesday, June 9th @ 12:00 Noon
Donations accepted

Bar B Que!
I love Bar B Que!
Don’t you?,
Eating it is a real treat!
Baked beans, chips, pickles, and slaw,
With that sauce so luscious and sweet
Just pass me a plate, I love it all!
This sounds like a picnic, we
have food and the fun.
And we hope everyone of you
Will be able to come!
We’ll eat and we’ll talk
There is nothing better than this!
And after it ’s over, you’ll say
“What a fun day of bliss!”
Please let Joan or Doug Scott know if you
plan to attend.

Thank you to all the sponsors so far. It
really means a lot and helps out so
much. Remember July 12th the youth will
share their stories and then serve lunch
to our sponsors. Have a safe and great
summer.
Love to All, Stephanie
Our Mission Trip Group

Bryan
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SPY MISSION TRIP

WORSHIP

SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS

We will be heading to Kentucky this year for our
youth mission trip. The Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church’s

A WORD FROM WARD
My old friend, Judy Pritchett, is an outstanding
retired choral director, formerly at Henderson High
School in DeKalb. She told me something years ago
and it stuck. Judy said, half of your problems are
solved when you choose the right music (for your
choir). We did that with our May 17 rendition of
"Alleluia" by Andrew Miller.
I had never done the piece, but I had a feeling it
would fit our choir like a glove. And it did. They did
it a cappella; an outstanding job, maybe the best I
have heard from this fine group of devoted singers!
It was also a worthy send-off as I disappear for a
short while for surgery. In the meantime, Zach will
be in charge. He has my full confidence.
Usually the choir takes the month of July off, but due
to the new circumstances, the choir is going to vacate a month earlier, in June. Special music will still
occur, but it will be either solos or small ensembles,
either vocal or instrumental.
I want to thank everyone for the prayers, emails, and
cards. You are a special fellowship that I thoroughly
enjoy.

Clerk’s Report
The Session received a letter from Thornwell
Home encouraging SPC to take a larger role in
building children, families and community.
The Session received a letter from Shining Light
Ministries thanking us for our gift of $1000.00.
The Session received a letter from the Board of
Pensions thanking us for our 2014 Christmas Joy
offering.
Jim reported the Session minutes for 2014 were
reviewed with no exceptions by Presbytery.
The Consent Agenda was approved for April.

MISSION IMMERSION PROJECT
Lexington, Kentucky
Dates: June 20th - 26th
Mission Trip Cost: $300.00 per person, but any
amount you can contribute would be very much
appreciated.
Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church is committed
to identifying and addressing the needs of those
whom Jesus called “the least of these.” Toward
that end we are involved with a number of social
ministries that exist in the community and are constantly at work on creative solutions to the problems that plague the poor throughout the U.S. The
Mission Immersion Project also accomplishes the
goal of helping youth understand the plight facing
those who are poor in America. The week-long
experience combines education with implementation. Groups not only hear and discuss social
injustices, but work hands-on through mission. Our hope is to instill a desire in the youth to
return home and begin or join similar areas of
ministry. With hard work comes play, so free time
is built into the schedule. Maxwell Street is located on the edge of the University of Kentucky. Basketball courts, a park, and swimming
pools are in the neighborhood. One afternoon and
evening are set aside for groups to choose a day
outing.
What is a SPY SPONSOR’S responsibility?
Love, support, and pray for the youth group.
What you get for your sponsorship:
 A nice lunch after church on July 12th that will
be served by our youth group.
 A very thankful and grateful youth.
 Knowledge that you are helping a youth make a
change in the world and possibly changing a
youth's life forever.

BRIDGE FAMILY BASKET NEWS
The Bridge Family Basket gatherings will take a
summer break during June and July. We will resume on schedule the second Thursday in August,
which will be 8-13-15, at 10:00 AM in the fellowship
hall. If there is a need from our church family prior to
the August meeting, each of you will be notified.
Please mark your calendars for this meeting in August. We will be working on our basket items, and
also discussing a possible craft sale the first Sunday
in Advent.
This ministry needs your support, there is something
for everyone to do. The gratitude of those receiving
our attention is a wonderful feeling, just as the fellowship of each person making the effort to support
this mission is an act of love for our church family
and friends.
If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns,
please call Sue Scheer.
GOODNESS & GROCERIES  THANK YOU NOTES

Dear Presbyterian Church,
I am very thankful that you let me get two books.
The books I got were Diary of a Wimpy Kid Hard
Luck, and Long Haul. I really love these books and
am thankful you gave me the ten dollars.
Sincerely, Rodney Whisnant
Dear SPC,
Thank you for the $10 gift card to shop at the SMS
book fair. I like to draw so one of the books is teaching me to sketch.
I also got “Dairy of a Wimpy Kid”, which is funny.
Again, thank you for your generosity.
Sincerely, Zah’Jahmen
Dear SPC,
Thank you for giving me the $10 to spend at my book
fair, I bought three books 1 for Mother’s Day and two
for me to read. I like my books, I love them.
Sincerely, Friday Friends
Jonathan Eskew

Resources Committee
The Session approved the Mani family use of the
Fellowship Hall on 5/24/15 to host a church-wide
dinner after worship in honor of Kingsley and Krimson Mani joining SPC.
March 2015 financial statements were reviewed.
Witness Committee
No issues or recommendations.
Worship and Education Committee
The Session approved Confirmation Classes on
5/3/15 and 5/17/15 after worship with the students
joining SPC on Pentecost Sunday on 5/24/15.
The Session approved Kaitlyn Clipper as Gifts of
Women speaker on 5/10/15
The Session approved Jeffrey Cochran as Gifts of
Men speaker in June 2015 (Date TBD).
Pastor’s Report
Susan will not preach Sunday April 26, 2015. She
will be resting following a heart procedure
New Business:
Kim discussed conducting a very short congregational survey as a follow up to our CAT scan and
complete an updated SWOT in May at the Stated
Session meeting. The Session agreed to both
requests. The CAT scan questions will be developed by Kim and reviewed by Session at the May
session meeting.
G&G (con’t)
Dear SPC,
I wanted to say thank you for the year. It meant a
lot to me and my family. Also, thank you for the $10
for me to attend the book fair. I was able to get cool
books “Cheat Code Book” and “Dairy of a Wimpy
Kid”. The books were cool.
Thank you.
Sincerely, Noah Strickland

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

LOOKING FOR AD
VENTURE?

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held
Monday, June 8 through Thursday, June 11 from
5:15 to 7:45 in the evening. Dinner will be served
from 5:15-5:45 with Bible School to follow. The
theme will be “Wilderness Escape - Where God
Guides and Provides”. Participants (Kindergarten
through 5th grade) will be divided into the different tribes of Israel for singing, crafts, and Bible
stories. And, there will also be an adult program
with pertinent and timely discussions.
We will need individuals who are willing to help
with all aspects of VBS. Please use the registration/volunteer insert in your Sunday bulletin to
sign up.
If you need more information and/or would like to
volunteer to help, please contact one of the following individuals,
Aaron Roberts @ arob12001@gmail.com or
Linda Roberts @ lsr1273@gmail.com
Come and be a part of this Bible adventure!
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BEADLE
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

7
14
21
28

Cooper Keller
Terry Holmes
Tony Williams
TBD
ACOLYTE

Jun 7
Jun 14
Jun 21
Jun 28

Elle Roberts
Marie Anne LaFaye Coutin-Baxter
Collin Roberts
Lorren Huggins
LITURGISTS

Jun 7
Jun 14
Jun 21
Jun 28

Aaron Roberts
Linda Roberts
Bob Johnson
Kaitlyn Clipper

HEAD USHER - June 2015
Kim Seal - Resources Committee
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Jun 7
Jun 14
Jun 21
Jun 28

Tami Pass
Sue Scheer
TBD
Stephanie Dunn

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Jun 7
Jun 14
Jun 21
Jun 28

Stephanie Dunn
The Keller Family
Greg Lathrop/Bryan Wharton
Nancy Bryant/Allie Dunn

