
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
             

 

 

 
. 

 

  1 
 10:00 - Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00 -  AA Mtg. 
 

2 
7:00 - Girl                                    
          Scouts 

3 
 

4 Worldwide 
        Communion  
           Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 

(Aaron Roberts) 

5   

 9:30  -   GRG 
               IMAX 
12:00  -  OA Mtg. 
  7:00  -  AA Mtg. 
 

6 
 10:00 -  PW # 1 Circle Mtg. 
   7:00 - Boy Scouts 

7 
  7:30 AM - AA Mtg. 
  5:00 -  G&G  
  6:00 -  PW #2 Circle Mtg. 
  7:00 -  Choir Rehearsal 
 

8 
10:00 - BFB 
  7:00 - AA Mtg. 
  
 

 

9 
7:00 - Girl 
          Scouts    

10    
10:00 - Blessing 
            Of the 
            Animals  
            

11    

12 - 2:00 Youth Group 
                Meeting 
       
 
 
 

(Cooper Keller) 

12 
12:00 - OA Mtg. 
  7:00 - AA Mtg. 
 
Happy Columbus 
Day!! 
(School’s Out) 

13 
9:00 -  Early Risers @ 
           CFA 
7:00 -  Boy Scouts 
 

 

14 

7:30 AM - AA Mtg. 
5:00 - G&G 
7:00 - Choir Rehearsal 

 

15      

10:00 - Women’s Bible Study    
  7:00 - AA Mtg. 
 
 

16 
7:00 - Girl 
          Scouts 
  
 

 

17 

 

18    
12 - 7:00  Youth @ 
                 Six Flags          
  2 - 4:00   Birthday                                
                 Celebration 
          For Carlton Smith                                            
                
 
(Laura Richardson) 

19 

12:00 -  OA Mtg. 
  7:00 -  AA Mtg. 
 

 

20 
9:00 - Early Risers @ The  
                                   Plaza 
7:00 - Stated Session Mtg. 
7:00 - Boy Scouts 
 

21 
7:30 AM - AA Mtg. 
5:00 - G&G 
7:00 - Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

 

22 

 10:00 -  Women’s Bible Study  
   7:00 -  AA Mtg. 

 

 

23 
7:00 - Girl 
          Scouts 

 

24 

 
 
 
 

 

 

25 
12:00 - Healing Service 
12:15 - Chili  & Hot  Dog 
            Luncheon 

 
 
 

(TBD) 

26 
12:00 - OA Mtg. 
  7:00 - AA Mtg. 

27 
9:00 - Early Risers @ CFA                         
7:00 - Boy Scouts 

 

28 
7:30 AM -  AA Mtg. 
5:00 - G&G 
7:00 - Choir Rehearsal 

29 
10:00  -  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  -  AA Mtg.   

30 
7:00 -  Girl 
            Scouts 

31 

     

  

OCTOBER 2015 

Oct   1   Cheri Bailey 
Oct   1   George Stanford 
Oct   4   Monica Andrea Baxter 
Oct   4   Scottie Bundrick 
Oct   5   John Dunn 
Oct 11   Judy Simmons 
Oct 15   Carmen Benitez 
Oct 15   Sondra Martin 
Oct 16   Zina Forsyth 
Oct 16   Edward Maccombie 
Oct 17   Carlton Smith 
Oct 22   Jeffery Cochran 
Oct 26   Gerrelldine Addy 
Oct  27  Isiah Phillips 
Oct  28  Cydnee Keller   
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5  

OCT    4      Proverbs 1:20-33  
           James 3:1-12 
           "Paying Attention"       
     
OCT  11 Psalm 1  
  James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a  
  "Gentle Wisdom"  
 
OCT  18 Job 1:1, 2:1-10  
   Mark 10:2-16  
   "Majoring in the Majors"  
 
OCT  25 Mark 10:35-45  
  Job 38:1-7, 34-41  
  "Maybe It's Just None of Our Business"  

There’s lots of talk lately about the long, 
slow death of mainline Protestant church-
es in the U.S. – not just from the SPC 
pulpit, but everywhere.  The Presbytery 

of Greater Atlanta is working hard with churches all over the 
area to help, support, and encourage life and growth; results 
are mixed.  We’ve lost several churches to the PCA and ECO 
denominations (both Presbyterian) due to the votes concern-
ing gay ordination and same-sex marriage, but over and 
above that, more churches than not, like ours, are seeing 
dwindling numbers and having to adjust accordingly.  Nothing 
at all to do with the vote. 
So when I say that Stockbridge Pres is at a crossroads right 
now, it’s not just me being annoying!  Our thinking, our deci-
sions, our actions right now will take us forward into a different 
or stronger future … or not.  Whatever we decide.  We need 
to be talking and praying about this, asking for God’s wisdom 
and direction. 
In the meantime, here are 5 things we can begin doing right 
now to help our church move toward not only keeping going, 
but thriving.  And isn’t that what we all want? 
 1.  PRAY.  Pray very specifically for the grace and Spirit of 
God to fill each Session member:  Darin Clipper, John Dunn, 
Lee Hart, Arlene Lathrop, Betty Pickren, Aaron Roberts, Doug 
Richardson, and Kim Seal.  Pray for Jim Beisner, our Clerk of 
Session.  Pray for me, your pastor.  It doesn’t matter if you’re 
happy, sad, mad, or in between with any of us.  These are the 
leaders God has given to SPC, and each one needs your 
prayers, encouragement, and respect.  Pray every day.  This 
is serious stuff! 
 2.  It’s time for each of us to commit to going deeper with 
Jesus.  As long as we’re alive and following him, there’s al-
ways progress that needs made and growth that needs to 
happen.  Practice being 100% honest with God as you pray.  
Invite him into your day and your thoughts.  Let him see the 
realest real you there is.  Ask for more and more of his wis-
dom and Spirit, more and more ways to love him back.  I 
promise you your prayers will be answered. 
 3.  Make UNITY your go-to word.  Mend relationships that 
are weak or broken.  Ask for forgiveness from others when 
you do or say wrong things.  Be aware of the effect your 
words and actions have on others.  Apologize when it’s need-
ed.  Don’t hold grudges; ask God for help in forgiving people 
who have hurt or offended you.  Remember that in the 
Church, there is NOTHING more important than our unity and 
love as the Body of Christ.  A body where the different parts 
aren’t in unity can’t get anything done.  But a body where 
each part works with each other part, well … that healthy body 
can do anything!  A unified church knocks the devil into next 
week and stays strong to reach out to those who need God’s 
love and help. 
 4. Make a new commitment that will both support SPC 
and help you, too: 2 + 2.  Commit to 2 hours on Sunday 
mornings: 1 hour for Bible study in Sunday School, 1 hour in 

corporate worship.  Commit also to 2 hours of service per 
week: here’s where it gets interesting!  Join a committee, 
come to Work Day, help set up or clean up when there’s an 
event, get in the Children’s Church rotation, come to G&G, 
teach a class, visit one of our homebound members, write 
encouragement notes to people you suspect could use some 
encouragement, cut your neighbor’s lawn, help your under-
shepherd make phone calls, go for coffee or lunch with a 
church member you don’t know well, adopt a family in our 
Christmas basket program, ask a Session member what you 
can do to help, make breakfast one Sunday morning, help 
organize Susan’s office, take your neighbor to a doctor ap-
pointment, adopt a room in the church to keep clean, bring in 
travel-sized toiletries for our G&G kids at Stockbridge Middle 
School – do you have any idea how long I could go on with 
this list?  And we’re talking a total of 4 hours per week.  
There’s no way you can’t spare 4 hours a week to support 
your church!  (I know – many of you are already doing much 
more than that!)  It’s not hard at all: 2 + 2.  A good place to 
start. 
  5. On Sunday, September 20, 2015, there were fewer than 
60 people at Stockbridge Presbyterian Church.  That’s the 
congregation, pastor and guest, the choir, the nursery work-
ers, anything on the premises that had a pulse.  Do we want 
to see our church not only live, but thrive?  Well, that’s a good 
place to start!  COME!  Betsy Sierra, in her last Children’s 
Sermon, gave us some very excellent advice: Show up!  
Stand up!  Speak up!  She was talking to children whose new 
year in school had just begun, but these steps are now also 
being taught in businesses, churches, and schools; they’re 
good everywhere!  Here’s the whole list:  Show up!  Stand up!  
Speak up!  Team up! Never give up!  Lift others up!  And 
they’re absolutely perfect for Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 
at this particular moment in time. 
With my whole heart, I love all of you very much.  Let’s work 
together!  See you in church –  
 
Susan 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

 Volume 15 Issue 



YOUTH NEWS GOLD RUSH GANG 
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WITNESS 

Remember for all of you who signed 
up for the Gold Rush Gang’s trip to 
the IMAX on Monday, October 5th, 
please meet in the Church parking lot 
at 9:30 AM. 

 The Women's Bible Study group 
meet  on the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
Thursday of the month at 10:00 AM 
in the conference room.     

Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday  @ 10:00 AM in 
the Conference Room, September - June 
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM in 
Conference Room, September - June 

October Events 
Oct   3 No Youth Meeting 
Oct  11 Youth Group - 12 - 2:00 PM 
Oct  18 Six Flags Fright Fest 
         12 - 7:00 PM 
  Drivers & Chaperones  
    needed 
Oct  25 Chili & Hot Dog Luncheon  

Save the Date  
 
 

Mark your calendars for our first 
ever "Advent Sale".  The BFB 

team will be hosting a craft and goodie sale to help 
fund our local outreach missions, Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, 2015 following the worship service.  This is 
the first Sunday in "Advent" so what better way to 
start your Christmas shopping than by helping fund 
this project.  There will be all sorts of handmade 
crafts, homemade goodies, and preserves. 
If you are interested in helping with this project, 
please contact Sue Scheer, or the church office.  If 
you would like to sell your own crafts by reserving a 
table to set up, you are truly welcome.  There will be 
a fee of 10% of your sells to reserve your table.  The 
more the merrier. 
Please, support this great group of people by attend-
ing, participating, and being involved in this effort to 
"Tend my Sheep". 

The Fuzzy Tree will soon 
appear because Christmas 
time is getting near! 

Hello to all, 
 
Here we are..Fall is here again and the cool 
mornings are perfect walking weather. I love to 
walk early in the morning when it's still dark 
outside, quiet and still. It's a great time to spend 
time talking to God, praying for those I love so 
much, praising him for my blessings and then 
listening, so that I may hear when He speaks. 
This is the best time of the year by far for me. 
The colors are beautiful, I've already seen hints 
of orange and yellow leaves. And going to the 
mountains during this time of year and seeing 
the millions of different colors is almost over-
whelming. 
I hope you all enjoy the beauty and gifts that we 
are given each and every day.  God is good, 
always! 
 
The youth group is getting ready for next sum-
mers mission trip and/or retreat. We'll be having 
luncheons and hopefully some more interesting 
fundraisers. 
 
Savannah Sewell came to me wanting to do 
something for the homeless. I have heard about 
a lady who collected old suitcases for foster 
children to have when they move. We really 
liked that idea. So starting soon, we are going 
to have an old suitcase drive. Clean and fix up 
these cases and give them to A Friends House. 
More details coming soon. 
 
Remember, God is light, in him there is no dark-
ness at all! 
 
Love to you all, 
Stephanie  

  JOSEPH’S PANTRY MINISTRY 

  Did you know Joseph's Pantry has 
been part of our outreach mission here 
at SPC since 1983?  It has been fund-
ed mostly by your generous donations, 
with some food drives from our local 
schools, and help from fellow churches 

on occasion. 
   When it first opened, there were very few require-
ments. If anyone came to the church and was hun-
gry, they were served with whatever we could sup-
ply.  As time and the quantities of families needing 
help increased, we had to limit the food to emergen-
cy needs only. We currently supply enough canned 
foods and perishables to help recipients while wait-
ing for government assistance once every six 
months, serving Henry County residents only. 
   We assist approximately 14 families per month, or 
a total of 50 to 60 individuals.  The "5 cans on the 
First Sunday" program our church family provides 
helps with the food that is distributed.  Canned items 
purchased to supplement the donated food and 
vouchers for perishable items cost between $15 and 
$20 per family, or between $4,000 and $5,000 per 
year. 
You have all been very faithful in your support of this 
mission, and we hope you will continue.  We are 
seeing more and more families in need, and we find 
it very difficult to deny our help to anyone.  So, don't 
forget your cans on the first Sunday of each month, 
and earmark your checks to Joseph's Pantry, when-
ever possible. 

   “Feed my Sheep” is only one of Jesus' requests to 

us, but it is one we can easily obey.  It is extremely 

hard for someone who is hungry to see God's love. 

Let's keep helping God's love shine through this 

hunger by this mission. 

Chili & Hot Dog Luncheon 
 

October 25, 2015  
@ 12:15 PM 

In the Fellowship Hall 
 
 
Please come and support 
our Youth. 
 

 

Donations Needed 
 

We are collecting travel size toiletries for our  

G&G kids, who attend Stockbridge Middle 

School.  The items needed are: 
 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Brushes 

Combs  

Washed Clothes 
 
There will be a box located in the Narthex for 

your donations, and also in the back left 

corner of the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for 

your amazing generosity!  

Clerk’s Report   
The Session received no correspondence in July. 
The Consent Agenda was approved for August.   
 
Resources Committee 
The Session approved use of the Fellowship Hall 
on October 18, 2015 from 12:00 to 4:00 PM by 
Sally Smith to celebrate Carlton’s 80th Birthday.   
    
Witness Committee 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Worship and Education Committee 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Pastor’s Report   
Susan announced she will not preach on Septem-
ber 6, 2015.        
 
New Business: 
 
Betty Pickren announced she is selling her house 
and moving to Charleston, SC as soon as it sells.  
She will resign from the Session when she moves. 
 
The Session approved the Church Musician salary 
from $12,000 to $12,200 in preparation for the 
replacement search.  
 
The Session approved an Advent Craft Sale as a 
fundraiser Sunday, November 29, 2015, immedi-
ately following the worship service in the Fellow-
ship Hall.   
 
Aaron announced a Columbia Seminary student 
will preach on September 20, 2015.  
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WORSHIP SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

BEADLE 
 

        
Oct    4 Cooper Keller 
Oct   11    Terry Holmes 
Oct   18      Sue Scheer 
Oct   25    TBD      
      

ACOLYTE 
 
 
Oct   4     Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter 
Oct 11  Elora Newsome         
Oct 18 Aubrey & Miranda Morrow 
Oct 25 Lexie Buchan  
    

 LITURGISTS 
 

      
Oct  4 Aaron Roberts 
Oct 11 Cooper Keller 
Oct 18 Laura Richardson 
Oct 25 TBD 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
                   
Oct   4   Betsy Sierra  
Oct  11    John Dunn 
Oct  18 Wendy Wells  
Oct  25 Aaron Roberts 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 

 
Oct   4  Cooper Keller  
Oct  11 Zina Forsyth  
Oct  18 The Roberts Family 
Oct  25 Shannon Huggins 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

FELLOWSHIP 

Every Sunday morning at  9:00 AM a 
delicious breakfast is served in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful 
time of fellowship.  
Please consider signing up to prepare 
a breakfast one Sunday. The sign up 
sheet is located on the refrigerator in 
the fellowship hall.   

 Come and join us on 
Wednesday evenings at 
5:00 PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. We continue 
to partner with Smith 

Barnes Elementary, Cotton Indian Elementary, 
Stockbridge Middle School, and Food Depot to 
provide food for students who need it over the 
weekends. This is such a blessing to these fami-
lies, and the schools wanted me to relay their 
appreciation to all of you. This will begin the third 
year of this ministry which keeps children in our 
community from being hungry on the weekends. 
Come help us as we pack groceries, write notes of 
encouragement, load bins of groceries into cars, 
and enjoy each other’s company.   
 
Matthew 25:40 tell us: "The King will reply, 'Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'  

 Word from Ward 
 
  You may be wondering whatever   
happened to our hand bells.  Well, 

thanks to Aaron Roberts, they have been deliv-
ered.  A number of you have indicated your inter-
est and that's good because bells are only fun if 
you have enough people to play them.  We still 
need to acquire some suitable tables and brass 
cleaning supplies, but the most important item will 
be people.  It will also be a challenge to schedule 
rehearsals!  That's right, rehearsals.  We are all 
so busy. And our new organist, soon to come, will 
be directly involved in the bell program. That's 
very good.  The leadership's commute will require 
us to be creative regarding rehearsals which 
probably will have to occur sometime on either 
Wednesday or Sunday, or a mix.  Scheduling 
rehearsals and getting everyone to come is really 
where the "rubber meets the road," so to speak. 
Can we do it?  Let's pray. And feel free to offer 
suggestions. 
 Our choir has been hit hard by recent deaths. 
Now more than ever, we need volunteers to come 
sing with us, especially with the Christmas season 
approaching.  Please call me at 678-414-7381 for 
details, even if you want to just sing for the sea-
son. 
Stay tuned for information regarding a new organ-
ist coming very soon.   
 
Devotedly, 

Ward Gailey 

Bring your Pets! 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 

10:00 AM 

Please join us under the pavil-
ion.  Leashes are required.    

Thank you so very much to all those 
who volunteered to help with the 
Yard Sale and to those who donat-
ed their “treasures”.  We made a 
little over $1,200!   

Also, a BIG thank you to the Boy Scouts for not 
only setting up the tables for the Yard Sale, but 
also for offering a free pancake breakfast to the 
Yard Sale Volunteers! 
 
 
Arlene Lathrop - Witness Committee 

Whom do you pass by?  Whether you walk 
through a city or push your cart through a 
grocery store, notice the people around you. 
Take time to talk to people, to offer a hand or 
a smile, to meet other’s needs as the Holy 
Spirit speaks to you.  That person who 
seems the most unlike you may be the per-
son who needs God’s love, compassion, and 
help the most.  

Day Light Savings Time Ends Nov. 1, 2015 


