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SPC SPOTLIGHT

APRIL 2016

You all are a wonderful group of folks
who love God and love your church and
love each other! If I hadn’t already known
that, I’d have learned it for sure during this Easter season, when so many worked so hard and so well. From
Ash Wednesday all the way through Easter Sunday,
beautiful things were happening. Ward, Dorothy, Choir,
and Handbells Choir: the music was glorious! We were
blessed with beautiful anthems, both vocal and instrumental soloists, the debut of our brand-new Handbells
Choir (a.k.a. Dorothy’s Ding-a-Lings), and – again and
again – music that touched our hearts and brought the
Spirit into our worship. I know how hard you all worked.
Thank you!
To the Worship/C.E. Committee: you outdid yourselves this year! Wasn’t the Maundy Thursday service
wonderful, even if the lights DID go out for a while?
Thanks to the folks on Worship/C.E., it was one of the
happiest, warmest events I think I’ve ever been part of.
Good Friday (kind of a complicated service to prepare
for, and again, planned and implemented by Worship/
C.E.) was deeply worshipful and affecting. An enormous Easter Egg Hunt (there must have been 30 kids
there – really!) on Saturday morning, and then Easter
Sunday – bringing the light back into the sanctuary after
the Good Friday darkness; decorating that beautiful Living Cross; happy baptisms of two sweet girls – it was all
just joyous. Yes, I know I’m leaving things out! There’s
just not enough room. But I want you to know that all of
us saw and appreciated every blessed thing you all did.
Thank you!
So everyone take a deep breath, and while you’re
doing that, please mark this hugely important date in
your calendar. On Saturday, November 12, 2016, there
will be an all-church retreat here at SPC – yes, really,
the whole church, every one of you! Our speaker will be
Rev. Joan Gray, a longtime PC(USA) pastor who has
served churches all over Greater Atlanta Presbytery and
beyond for over 30 years. She’s also served as Moderator of the 217th General Assembly (a huge deal in our
denomination), and she’s an author. In fact, Joan is the
author of Sailboat Church, the book our Session is studying right now. Jesus is her first passion, and the
church of Jesus Christ is right behind. Several months
ago Session members attended an elder training day at
a local church, and we all agreed that it was well worth
the time – life-changing, in fact. (Please feel free to ask
Lee, Gene, Arlene, Aaron, Kim, or Sue what they

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

thought of it! You’ll hear nothing but good things.) Joan
Gray is a blessing to the Church. We’re grateful that
she’s not only willing but EXCITED to come and lead our
all-church retreat.
Yes, we know what we’re asking. This is a Saturday in
November. There are college football games, kids’ soccer games, an endless number of chores and responsibilities, people’s lives are busy – and it’s all true. But
with this much notice, we can all make sure we’re available. Little kids can come to our nursery and be cared for.
Just this once, miss one soccer game. Find another
family who can keep your older children for the day.
Tape the football game. Do chores ahead of time. Make
the effort. As I mentioned above, we know you’re people
who love your church and love God and each other. The
Session truly believes this retreat is very, very important
in the life of our church.
A continental breakfast and a full lunch are included.
There’s no charge and nothing you have to bring. Just
please, please show your love and come. I promise you,
you’ll be happy you did. Details are on the way but mark
your calendars NOW! And thank you.
See you in church –
Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS
Apr

3

Job 13:13-15 (KJV)
John 20:19-31
“All In”

Apr 10

Psalm 30
Acts 9:1-20
“Radicalized”

Apr 17

Psalm 23
Acts 9:36-43
“Why Dorcas?”

Apr 24

Acts 11:1-18
Revelation 21:1-6
“A Day of Surprises”

Annual Corporation Meeting
Sunday, April 10th at 12:00 PM
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YOUTH NEWS

WORSHIP/CE

WITNESS

YOUTH RETREAT AT THE BEACH 2016
'SETAPART' is our theme this year
ORANGE BEACH, ALABAMA
JUNE 20-24, 2016
$350 Per Person

Easter is over. Are you disappointed? Relieved? Too exhausted from Holy Week to even
open your eyes and notice? That’s why Easter is
the most important Christian holiday. It gets an
entire week of buildup. Actually, it gets an entire 6
WEEKS of buildup, with Lent beginning on Ash
Wednesday. That would be like decorating for
Christmas two weeks before Thanksgiving. That
might happen at Kohl’s and Target, but probably
not at too many of your houses. I say we let the
good spirit of Easter wash over us for a few more
weeks. We can get the warmth of the holiday
without all the preparation that Holy Week demands. Sounds pretty relaxing.
And speaking of relaxing, as the Co-Chair of
Christian Education and Worship of SPC, I’m
looking forward to taking things easy for a couple
of months. There probably won’t be much to talk
about at our meetings and not much else to plan
until VBS gets closer. Maybe we can even take a
couple of weeks off and skip some committee
meetings too. Looks like my summer has come
early.
Ha! That’s right, I said Ha! We are not resting
as a committee, even though we have certainly
earned some time off. Pentecost is approaching
and will require preparation. Relay for Life is
close and our committee would like to contribute
to that effort too. Our Youth Group still aims to
meet every week and needs our support. Vacation Bible School curriculum will be picked within
the next two weeks so planning for another successful summer can begin. And that’s just the
start of our checklist. Whew!
So, since we’re still working, we’d like YOU to
do the same. Keep attending SPC as many days
as your schedule allows. If you feel a closer bond
with God after Lent and Easter, nurture that relationship and allow it to flourish. If you’ve got good
ideas for SPC, let us know! Dedicated congregations make churches successful. So let’s be
successful together. Amen. See you Sunday.
Aaron Roberts

What a surprise! Since 2005 I have been in
charge of the Witness Committee Card Ministry - some months sending out almost 75 to
100 cards per month. Now, it is me on the
receiving end. This came as a complete surprise to me as I ended up in Piedmont Henry
Hospital for two weeks following surgery and
then in Laurel Park for another two weeks for
rehab. Your prayers, cards, visits, phone
calls, balloons, and "chocolate" were and are
so appreciated.
Thank you to each one of you. My prayers
continue for you and our church.
Peggy Chase

This year our youth will take a break from
mission work and go on a retreat at the
beach. Retreat at the beach will be a time for
the youth to renew and refresh themselves. A
time to build a closer relationship with God and
with each other.
Groups spend every moment outside of worship soaking up that blessed beach sun and
surf, as it softens lost hearts and moves devoted students deeper in their relationship with
Jesus. Although Student Life doesn’t provide
our physical meals at Beach Camp, they promise plenty of spiritual nourishment.
Please be on the look out for our SPY Sponsorships coming soon. We will also be having
a fundraiser luncheon and showing a movie on
April 24, after church in the fellowship hall.
Movie to be announced.
HAVE A WONDERFUL APRIL!!
Love you all,
Stephanie
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession,
that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.
1 Peter 2:9
P.S. I will be out of town the week of April 1017. If you have any needs, please contact Aaron Roberts.
I would like to wish my husband John a Happy Anniversary. April 14 we will celebrate
our 32nd year of marriage...we were married
right here at SPC.
Seems like yesterday ..some days! People have suggested that
we renew our vows but I feel like our first vows
have worked this good so far, so why mess
with a good thing, right?

The Women's Bible Study
group meet on the 1st, 3rd,
4th, and 5th Thursday of the
month at 10:00 AM in the conference room.

APRIL YOUTH EVENTS
Apr

3 Meet after church to work on
Relay for Life Banner

Photography Class
When: Sunday, April 10th
@ 12:30 PM
Where: Fellowship Hall
Cost: Free and a lunch
will be provided.
If you would like to attend, please fill out the
insert in the bulletin or you may contact the
church office.
Thank you note from Ursula Keyes’
daughter Gwen Fleming.
Thank you for all of the cards for my
mother’s birthday and for those sending
healing thoughts and prayers. She especially misses her “pew mates” and it warms her heart to know
that her friends are thinking about her.
She’s due to return to her independent living
apartment soon but will need 24 hour care, at least
in the beginning.
Blessings to her Church Family,
Gwen Keyes Fleming
Thank you Jesus for the Power in Prayers.
My husband and I want to thank y’all for all of
your love, support, and prayers.
Peace and Love,
Rick & Melissa Norsworthy

18TH ANNUAL SPC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thursday, May 19, 2016
Little Mountain Golf Course
Ellenwood, GA

Apr 10 TBD
Apr 17 TBD
SPY Fundraiser
April 24, 2016
@ 12:15 PM
in the Fellowship Hall

Apr 22 (Friday) 7:00 p.m. until ??
Relay for Life at Hampton High
School
Apr 24 Youth Fundraiser
Lunch and a Movie

Prayer Group Meeting Times For April
Thursday, April 7, 2016
@ 9:00 AM
and
Wednesday, April 13, 2016
@ 5:30 PM
Please join us for one or both prayer groups.

CHOIR

A Word From Ward
What a wonderful Holy Week we have had which
culminated in an excellent Easter service with such a
fine turnout in the congregation and choir. I want to
especially thank the following music folks. Thankyou Arlene Lathrop for your usual lovely playing of
your oboe two times (Palm and Maundy). Husband
Greg is to be applauded for technical assistance,
sound technique, and fine bass solo work. Linda
Roberts not only led her stellar alto section, but continued to facilitate service planning and logistics. Although Tony Gonzales could only come on
Easter Sunday since he works at Publix which is only
closed on, you guessed it, Easter Sunday, Tony was
present again on that special day, offering his tremendous spirit and voice to the occasion. Laura
Richardson sang a fine solo on Good Friday. Thanks
so much.
Thank you, Novette Scott and Jackie Griffith for
again joining our Sanctuary Choir's soprano section
for Easter Sunday. Jackie also sang on Good Friday. They were the only folks from the congregation
to accept our invitation to sing with us this special
season. Please consider following their lead to visit a
choir practice. There is no obligation.
Our new organist and bell choir conductor Dorothy
Clark conducted our new bell choir on both Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. She also accompanied
eight seasonal anthems and one vocal solo, all in just
one week. That is a lot of work, and she did it
well. As I told the choir last week, I truly believe that
in Dorothy, we are hearing some of the best organ
playing this church has heard in decades.
I want to thank my dear friend Jill Castillo and her
son David for joining us again in singing on Easter
Sunday. We last had them with us on our Christmas
program. Jill is a rare lady tenor who has managed
to stick with it . Many lady tenors quit because it is so
unusual, but not Jill. Her son David is an honor chorister, tenor soloist. and pianist with the Cousins Middle School Chorus of Newton County
(Covington). We look forward to having David sing
for us sometime soon.
I want to thank my friend Roger Waters for assisting us at bass. Roger is the retired minister of music
from Salem Baptist Church. He has been conducting
the Conyers-Covington Choral Guild for many years
and I have had the pleasure of being his guest soloist
on a number of occasions. Reports are that Greg
both enjoyed singing with Roger and made a good
new friend as well.
Finally, I want to thank the bell choir for all the hard
work that has begun to bear musical fruit. And, my
everlasting thanks to our Sanctuary Choir, children,
youth, and their leaders who patiently dealt with my
ambitious planning from which I ultimately resorted to
one of my infamous "backup plans." You continue to
deliver what I ask for in a most musical and worshipful fashion. Now is the time for us to take a little
break with bells and choir returning on Wednesday,
April 6.
Because He Lives,
Ward Gailey

SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS

FELLOWSHIP

Clerk’s Report:
The Session received a letter from Shining
Light Recovery Home for Women recapping our
donation in 2015.
The Clerk sent letters to Don and Cindy Dunlap, and Harper Oglesby informing them they
had been dropped from the roles of the church.
Jim reported that no contact was made with
the church from Don and Cindy Dunlap or Harper Oglesby concerning staying on the church
rolls.
The Consent Agenda was approved for February.
Jim reported the session minutes review was
completed by Aaron Roberts and the minutes
were found to be without exception.
Jim commented that he was missing Resource
Committee’s input to the 2015 SPC Annual
Report.
The Session reviewed and approved the 2015
Annual Statistical Report.

retreat in Orange Beach, AL for week of June 20-24,
2016.
The Session approved 5th Sunday evening services on 5/29/16, 7/31/16, and 10/30/16. Services
will be casual and unique from regular 11:00 am
Sunday service.
The Session approved Maundy Thursday meal on
March 24, 2016 with dinner at 6 pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

Resources Committee:
The Session approved an updated request
from Master Gardner’s of Henry County for the
use of the pavilion on Friday, February 19,
2016.
The Session approved a request for Life Line
Screening for Monday, May 16, 2016 from 8:00
AM to 5:30 PM.
The Session approved the Boy Scouts updated calendar of events for approval to include
any Girl Scout events.
-Boy Scouts Sat Feb 20, 2016 12-5. Gene will
open and lock up.
-Girl Scouts Sat Feb 27, 2016 12-5. Gene will
open and lock up.
-Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast April 23, 2016
7AM to 12PM. Gene will open and lock up.
-Girl Scouts Pavilion Usage April 9, 2016 for
Yard Sale. Two events per year can be held on
church property, then a variance can be requested. Car washes don’t count.
-Boy Scouts court of honor ceremony April 30,
2016. They will use Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall from 6-9 PM. Gene will open and lock up.
Witness Committee:
The Session approved Marida Lin to conduct
a photography class for the congregation on
April 10, 2016 following worship. She will provide a meal at no expense for those attending.
Worship & Christian Education Committee:
The Session approved baptism of Sophie and
Claudia Szeto, daughters of Paul and Janna
Szeto on Easter Sunday (March 27, 2016).
The Session approved SPC Women’s Retreat
and guest speaker for a Saturday in August or
September 2016 at location TBD.
The Session approved Youth Group luncheon
fundraisers on February 28, 2016 and April 24,
2016 after each Sunday’s regular service.
The Session approved Youth Group summer

Pastor’s Report:
Susan had no issues or actions to report.
New Business:
No new business.

Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday @ 12:00 Noon in the
Fellowship Hall, September - June
**Remember to bring a sack lunch.
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM in Parlor,
September - June
Bridge Family Baskets
The Bridge Family Baskets group
meets on the second Thursday of the
month at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship
Hall.
Next Meeting: Thursday, April 14, 2016
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
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BEADLE
Arlene Lathrop
John Dunn
Aaron Roberts
Stephanie Dunn

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

3
10
17
24

ACOLYTE
Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter
Elora Newsome
Aubrey & Miranda Morrow
Lexie Buchan
LITURGISTS
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Apr
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Apr
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Carolyn Francis
Jeffrey Cochan
Aaron Roberts
Stephanie Dunn

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

3
10
17
24

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Susan Bennett
Aaron Roberts
Aaron Roberts
John Dunn

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
3
Greg Lathrop & Helper
10
Zina Forsyth & Helper
17
The Clipper Family
24
The Keller Family

