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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church

Dear Friends,
We’ve just made it through two of
what I’m pretty sure are the busiest
months ever since I first came to Stockbridge in 2009.
Every Saturday in October, anywhere between 15-20
people went to visit our neighbors down the road at
Pine Hills, bringing lunch and games and crafts and
goodies of all kinds. The response was amazing and
we’re so thankful to God for allowing us to serve him
in our community -- but a tremendous amount of planning and effort went into each Saturday. EVERY single one of you donated, cooked, made sandwiches,
helped with logistics, or did 100 different things to
make this outreach happen. As I told you, the whole
Presbytery is kind of in awe of you all! And so am I!
Although the church retreat on November 12th
wasn’t well-attended, it was a great day, deeply appreciated by those who were there. Again, the planning and implementing of that day took an astonishing
amount of heartfelt labor. Could there be a congregation anywhere where folks love God and each other
so very much?
Next up is one of the most important events of
the year: the SPC Live Nativity, held on Saturday,
December 10th, from 5:30 – 7:00. It’s a wonderful
evening for us and for our neighbors: the tableau of
the manger scene, complete with angels, shepherds,
and wise men (not to mention a real, live baby Jesus!); scores of people to welcome and get to know;
and a Christmas feast of cocoa, cider, and treats for
all in Fellowship Hall. Again, the whole congregation
is involved – people to serve in the manger scene,
people to greet and welcome new friends, bakers and
servers and set-uppers and take-downers. It’s pretty
amazing! Did you know that in our community, one of
the ways people know us is, “Oh, that’s the church
that does the Live Nativity!” A very good reputation to
have.
In fact, we’re known as “the church that helps
people.” Could there be a better description of any
church anywhere? I’m so thankful to God for each of
you.
Of course, depending on your viewpoint, December, with all the Christmas activities, is either your
favorite time of the year or just a really hectic month
to somehow get through. What I know for sure is, I
love the church part. Each Advent Sunday, the music

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

Sunday on December 18th, the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, and this year Christmas Day falls on a
Sunday … wonderful times! For many of you, more
heartfelt labor. For all of us, a busy, busy, time!
This year, four elders will be rotating off Session:
Darin Clipper, Lee Hart, Aaron Roberts, and Sue
Scheer. I’ll miss them! They’ve each brought so
much love, energy, and commitment to the leadership
at SPC. PLEASE, when you see them, just take a
moment to thank each one. They’re faithful folks who
worked and loved with all that’s in them.
So that’s the sad news. The happy news is that
Jeffrey Cochran, Stephanie Phillips, and Laura Richardson are coming ONTO Session beginning next
month. We’re so very thankful to God for their willingness to serve and the many gifts they bring to our
leadership at SPC.
And here’s some more happy news: at least as
far as I know, SPC has NO big projects happening in
January! There’ll be worship every Sunday, choir, all
our regular activities – but no congregation-wide efforts on the calendar. Well, there’s Elders’ Training on
Saturday, January 14th, with new elders being ordained/installed the next day. But I think that’s it! So
take a deep breath and enjoy “normal” life!
But just remember, Ash Wednesday is March 1st
– and you know what happens after that …!
Much love to each of you –
Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS
Dec 4

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Matthew 3:1-12
“When Truth Brings Hope”

Dec 11

Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 1:46b-55
“When Truth Brings Joy”

Dec 18

Isaiah 7:10-16
Mathew 1:18-25
“When Truth Brings Love”

Dec 24

Christmas Eve Service
Isaiah 9:2-7
Luke 2:1-20
“When Truth Comes as a Child”

Dec 25

Isaiah 52:7-10
John 1:1-14
“When Truth Brings Light”
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YOUTH NEWS

Happy Advent SPC,
I hope everyone has had a wonderful
Thanksgiving! I can’t believe that Christmas is
almost here. The youth are going to have
some fun things planned to celebrate the holidays and wrap up the year! Here is our schedule for the month:
December 4: Bible study on Mary at 6-7:30
December 11: Lunch after church and service
project
December 18: Christmas party after church!
December 25: MERRY CHRISTMAS! No
youth
For our service project we will be shopping
for the kids that our church has committed to
buy gifts for. We have lunch, go shopping
together, and then return to wrap the gifts. For
our Christmas party we will have lunch together, have a devotion, and play some games!
Please bring a wrapped $5 gift (if you plan on
coming and cannot afford a gift, please let me
know and one will be provided for you.)
We will be taking a few weeks off from youth
for a “winter break.” This is mainly for the holiday and because I will be travelling to South
Korea for a couple of weeks for school. When
we return from winter break and begin meeting
in 2017, I am considering making a time
change from Sunday nights to Sunday afternoon after the church service. We will discuss
how to handle lunch and how often we meet
along with the time change. Attendance for
Sunday night Bible study has been fairly inconsistent, so in order to keep Jesus as our
focus and dedicate our time to God I am looking at changing the time in order to best accommodate our schedules. I would love to
hear your feedback!
We also need to start thinking about fundraisers and preparing for our summer mission
trip. I know winter hasn’t even arrived yet, but
it’s time to look forward to the summer! There
is so much planning that must go into it. I also
have some great Bible studies planned for the
next semester! We will talk about the Bible
(why does God seem so different in the Old
and New Testaments?), Jesus’ life and ministry leading up to his death, and the disciple we
all know and love (and sometimes cringe at)
Peter! So come ready to talk, share, and dig
into the Bible. I hope everyone has a Merry
Christmas!
Blessings,
Glory Cumbow

WORSHIP/CE

Thank you for a beautiful year. In addition
to the scheduled services and activities
under our Worship/CE programs we were
blessed with some new experiences.
Our Maundy Thursday service of breaking
bread together, during a rain storm, ending
with sharing the Lord's supper was truly
meaningful.
The outreach mission at Pine Hills Park
was overwhelming. Over 99% of our
church family participated in one way or
another to make this one of our most successful adventures. Reaching out and
touching the lives of more than 130 residents in an unfamiliar area was really a God
thing. A challenge to many of us, but one
that was led by the Holy Spirit.
And finally our "Sailboat Retreat". With
prayer and discernment being practiced
more and more throughout this year, this
retreat showed us that it is not bad to be
from a small church family. Numbers are
not the most important thing in God's plan.
Passion, commitment, and a willingness to
follow Him is what "Happens Now."
So, let us use this last month to reflect on
all our blessings, and make plans to use
these blessings to make 2017 another year
to serve our Lord, wherever He leads us.
Tender Blessings to each of you,
Sue Scheer

WITNESS

SESSION NEWS

A WORD FROM WARD

Stockbridge Presbyterian Church
Presents
A Live Nativity
Saturday, December 10, 2016
5:30 - 7:00 PM

The Live Nativity has been part of our ministry
for years and the community identifies the Live
Nativity with Stockbridge Presbyterian Church.
This year, December 10th is the day for us to
present this event for our community. It will
start at 5:30 pm and close at 7:00 pm. There
will be hot chocolate, apple cider, baked goods,
and lots of fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.
To make this event a success we need
church members to welcome and visit with
members of the community attending and directing them to the Fellowship Hall for the goodies. We also need donations of baked goods,
hot chocolate, apple cider, and people to help
with set-up and break down of the Live Nativity.
Please sign up to be part of this outreach.
There is a sign-up board in the Narthex or contact Jo Linda Ingram at (770) 957-0397 or at
jlingram@charter.net. I encourage everyone to
bring their Stockbridge Presbyterian Church
spirit and be part of the ministry of the Live Nativity.

By the time you read this column, we will
have already started the season of Advent right
after Thanksgiving which, by the way, is absolutely
my favorite holiday. Why? Because we refrain from
total commercialism and often get together with
family. There is no choir practice, so I will have
traveled to Columbia, SC, to get my 88 year old
mom and bring here back here.
This year's special music will focus initially on
Advent when the choir begins previewing
"Emmanuel Comes" on November 27 and successive Sundays until we do the entire program on
December 18, when we feature two oboes, Arlene
Lathrop and our mutual friend, Russell (Rusty)
Wilson along with our children joining in on two
familiar and beloved Christmas carols, “God Rest
You Merry Gentlemen” and closing with “Silent
Night.” All of the above special music will be audience-participation, with texts conveniently inserted
in your bulletins. All we ask is that you try to sing,
even speak, the posted texts, especially for the less
familiar songs. Of course, we will balance the new
with the well-loved carols that we all know.
This year, as you know, Christmas Day is on
Sunday, so we will have the service in the Fellowship Hall. Again, the children will assist us. I want
to thank the parents for having the children at
church the last couple of Sundays where, at the
very beginning of Children's Church, we practice our
songs. Pray that we continue as the holiday season
progresses.
Finally, if you like the new Advent anthems, which
are as easy as they are beautiful, consider coming
to out special Sunday morning mini-rehearsals at
either 10:00, 10:15, or both! Then, you can robe-up
with us on December 18 and sing the whole thing.

Mark your calendars!

The Women's Bible Study group
meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and sometimes 5th
Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M. in the
conference room. Please join us!

Children’s Sunday School
Christmas Party
Sunday, December 11th @
12:15 P.M.
In the Fellowship Hall
Reminder:
If you adopted a child or children
for the SPC Christmas basket
project, gifts must be wrapped
and at the church by Thursday,
December 15th.

Relay for Life 2017
April 28, 2017
Venue: Salem Baptist Church
Theme “Toon Out Cancer”
Stay “tooned" for more information!

Handbell Rehearsals are on Wednesday
nights at 6:00 p.m., right before choir practice in the choir room, and will last 45
minutes. Any questions please see Dorothy
Clark, or email her at dec721@bellsouth.net.
Please come and check us out!
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM a
delicious breakfast is served in the
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful
time of fellowship.
Please consider signing up to prepare a breakfast one Sunday. The
sign up sheet is located on the refrigerator in the fellowship hall.

Clerk’s Report:
The Session received no correspondence
since the last stated meeting.
Jim reminded the committees of requirements for the 2016 annual report and 2017
activities calendar.
Kim updated the Session on the work of the
Elder Nominating Committee. Two members
agreed to serve as Elders in the Class of
2019 and one in the Class of 2018.

The Fuzzy Tree is now here,
for the Thornwell Children,
so dear. Don’t let their ears,
necks, and hands go bare.
Put the fuzzies on the tree so
they’ll have something warm
to wear.

Resources Committee
The Session approved a new computer for Linda
Hodges up to $1,000, which must include taxes
and programs needed for her work. Old computer
to be donated to a school.

Order your Poinsettias!
Cost: $12

Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.

Purchase a beautiful
Poinsettia
“In Honor of” or
“In Memory of”
A special loved one.

Worship & Christian Education Committee:
No issues or recommendations
Pastor’s Report:
Susan expressed her appreciation for the hard
work put into our mission projects.

The order form is in the bulletin or call the church office.

New Business:
Gene Ingram and Darin Clipper will review 2016
Session Minutes.
Kim Seal and Arlene Lathrop will review membership rolls.
Called Meeting:
October 16, 2016
Susan Bennett opened the meeting with prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting
was to discuss readings in “Jesus Calling” or “Our
Daily Bread” and Chapter 8 in “Sailboat Church”.
Sue selected a reading from “Our Daily Bread”
and discussed the impact of the devotional on her.
Further discussion by members of the Session
followed.
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 8 of “Sailboat
Church” in which Session members described
passages they felt important.
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Susan Bennett closed the meeting with
prayer.

In the past your support in paying the Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta per capita has been
greatly appreciated. The Session is again asking your support
with per capita in 2016 by
providing a gift of $22.00 per
SPC member. Thank you.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

4
11
18
25

BEADLE
Darin Clipper
Jason Howard
Tracey Clipper
Gene Ingram

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

4
11
18
25

ACOLYTE
TBD
Collin Roberts
Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter
Elora Newsome

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

4
11
18
25

LITURGISTS
Tom Francis
Jason Howard
TBD
Gene Ingram

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

4
11
18
25

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Tami Pass
John Dunn
Sue Scheer
No Children’s Sermon

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

4
11
18
25

The Roberts Family
The Keller Family
No Children’s Church
No Children’s Church

