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11:00 God & Country
Service

7:00 AA Mtg.

7:30 AM AA Mtg.

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Boy Scouts

9:00 Prayer Group
10:00 Bridge Family Baskets
7:00 AA Mtg.

(Jason Howard)

10
11:00 Youth Sunday
12:00 Reception for
Stephanie Dunn

17
12:15 Called Session
Meeting

6:00 Worship/CE Mtg.
7:00 AA Mtg.
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7:00 AA Mtg.

9:00
7:00
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9:00
7:00
7:00

Early Risers
Boy Scouts

7:30 AM AA Mtg.

Early Risers
Boy Scouts
Stated Session Mtg.
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7:30 AM AA Mtg.

10:00 Bridge Family Baskets
7:00 AA Mtg.
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10:00 Bridge Family Baskets
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7:00 AA Mtg.

(Tom Francis)
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Carly Keller
Guest Preacher

7:00 AA Mtg.

(Arlene Lathrop)

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Boy Scouts
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7:30 AM AA Mtg.

10:00 Bridge Family Baskets
7:00 AA Mtg.
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Elizabeth Fuqua
Krimson Mani
Jo Price
Josh Howard
Paul Szeto
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Brooklyn Allen
Abigail Newsome
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Mary Thompson
Piet Huggins
Carol Abbott
Darin Clipper
Mike Seal
Booker Hankerson
Wendy Wells
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SPC SPOTLIGHT

JULY 2016

As I write this article (Monday, June 27,
10:30 A.M.) it’s already 90 degrees outside
and getting hotter. Our lawns are a crispy brown and
our tomatoes are gasping, so we’re all talking about how
badly we need rain. Most of us just concentrate on staying in the air conditioning as much as possible, or doing
outside work at 6:00 A.M. so we don’t roast. There’s a
burn ban till October 1st, which Michael and I are NOT
happy about, because our to-be-burned trash is now just
piling up in a corner of the breezeway. Which makes
me nervous. Can that stuff just spontaneously combust
in this heat? Even dedicated beach-goers are heading
for the mountains this year.
And on top of all that – July 10th is Stephanie Dunn’s
last day as Youth Director here at SPC.
For many people, that will be a sad day. Of course,
Steph and John aren’t actually GOING anywhere; we’ll
see them in worship and ministry as usual. But after 10
years of working with kids here, Stephanie has showed
us all one thing for sure, year-in and year-out. She
loves those kids. And they love her.
More than one of the youth calls Stephanie their “second
mother.” For all these years, she’s been listening to
their fears, feelings, hopes, secrets, and dreams … and
offering understanding without judgment, and compassion, comfort, encouragement, help of all kinds. That’s a
pretty special relationship. You’ve really made your
mark here, Steph, and you’ve made a positive difference
in the life of each youth now and in the past. THANK
YOU – from the kids, the families, and the whole congregation.
July 10th is Youth Sunday, followed by a lunch reception
for Stephanie in Fellowship Hall. Come and say
“thanks” to Steph in person! Yes, there’ll be some sadness … but more than anything else, gratitude. Stephanie is a blessing to the kids and to the whole church.
In other news: July 10th is also the first day for you all to
meet and get to know Breon Williams, our new nursery
worker. Breon is a student at Clayton State, majoring in
Early Childhood Development, and she’ll be working
with Stephanie Phillips until we can finally, hopefully,
find a replacement for Stephanie P. To all the congre-

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

gation members who helped in the nursery in the interim,
and to Sue Scheer, who recruited and organized volunteers, thank you so much.
AND FINALLY: NOVEMBER 12th IS CLOSER THAN
YOU THINK! Rev. Joan Gray will be with us from 9:00 –
4:00 that Saturday to lead an all-church retreat that the
Session promises will deepen your relationship with both
God and his church. (The Session knows this because
we attended a retreat with Joan several months ago
that’s STILL changing our lives!) A light breakfast, full
lunch, and snacks will be provided. Cost to you: nothing!
(Unless you’d like to bring some breakfast items or help
in some other way. We’ll talk more later!) This retreat is
for youth and older, ALL ages, and child care will be
available. Think how much fun it will be to set aside a
whole day to be with good friends, eat good food, and
come back spiritually refreshed and renewed. How could
you even STAND to miss that? Registration will begin
soon so please SAVE THE DATE and make definite
plans to come. Your only regret will be that we hadn’t
done this sooner!
And remember – Stockbridge Presbyterian Church pays
its bills (thanks to you!) and therefore it’s air conditioned!
Come hang out with the cool people! Love to you all,
and I’ll see you in church –
Susan

UPCOMING SERMONS

Jul 3

God & Country Service
Proverbs 10:11-12
Luke 6:27:38
“A Weather Report”

Jul

10

Youth Sunday

Jul

17

2 Kings 5:1-14
Matthew 7:5-13
“Oh, Lord, It’s So Hard to be Humble”

Jul 24

Carly Keller, Guest Preacher

Jul 31

Hosea 11:1-11
Luke 12:22-31
“What Then Should We Do?”
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YOUTH NEWS

WORSHIP/CE

Hello to all,
The time has come to say goodbye. I
have thoroughly enjoyed my years here at
Stockbridge Presbyterian Church as Youth
Director. Thank you all once again, for the
love, support, and appreciation you have
shown me in this role. I will continue to
worship here and I may need some help
adjusting to my new position, lol.
This last week, I had the privilege of taking our youth to Orange Beach, Alabama
for the Student Life Retreat at the
Beach. I have to say it was SPECTACULAR! From the moment we arrived, the
staff was genuinely excited to see us, and
their enthusiasm never left them the entire
time! It was contagious because we were
excited every day to get there to sing and
worship with the 800 people there. Our
scripture for the week was 1 Peter 2:9.
But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
We learned more about Peter and how
his "failures" weren't failures at all but
stepping stones to his faith in Christ. It
really made me think more about my own
faith and failures. As Christians we tend to
think that we are supposed to be perfect in
our relationship with God but as we
learned this past week, our relationship
with Him will not be perfect here on earth.
We will doubt, struggle, and even show
anger towards God, but if you get up every
day and try again and keep moving forward, even if you may not move forward
every day, as long as you try, then you are
building on your relationship with
God. We all struggle and we all have
doubts but keep working it out with
God...talk to friends and learn that they too
have the same conflictions in their own
lives.
Please join us on July 10 for our Youth
Sunday and see what we did on our wonderful week together!
Love you all,
Stephanie

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Remember when you were a kid, and
you started counting the days until
Christmas way before anyone else
gave it a thought.
Well, we want to get you that excited
about upcoming events here at
SPC. So mark your calendars for the
12th of November and possibility the
month of October.
Your session had the privilege of
attending a special meeting of spiritual
renewal several months ago, which
lead us to an in depth study of prayer
and being more aware of the power of
the Holy Spirit and His presence in our
lives.
We want to share this experience
with each of you in a church wide retreat November 12th, from 9:00 AM to
4:00 PM. We pray each of you will
attend and help our church over flow
with the love given us by our Lord and
Savior. The well known author and
pastor Joan Gray will lead this event.
For the next few months we will be
having a "Minute for Mission" during
Sunday services with more details, and
ways you can help make this a success.
These studies have also led us to an
outreach mission right here in our own
back yard. So we are researching
ways to follow Jesus' command to
"Tend My Sheep". A trailer park, housing approximately 30 children, and numerous elderly residents has been
brought to our attention as needing
Bible classes and fellowship days. We
are making decisions and gathering
feed back to see if this is a project we
here at SPC could be involved in. We
would furnish a light dinner or lunch,
crafts, and a Bible lesson for all. This
project would require everyone's help
and participation. We at SPC have
always felt more alive in the Spirit of
God, when we are helping others. We
feel this ministry would help open our
hearts to the Holy Spirit at our church
retreat 11-12-16. More information will
be available as approvals and plans
continue. Our request for now is that

(con’t)
you will pray for a willingness to be led by
the Spirit to share your time and gifts with
both your church family and the community.
Bridge Family Baskets
Meeting every Thursday
morning @ 10:00 a.m.
during the summer
in the Fellowship Hall.

The Women's Bible Study group
will not be meeting during the summer
break. The group will resume on Thursday, August 4, 2016. Enjoy your summer!
Youth Sunday
July 10, 2016
11:00 A.M.

Following the Worship Service, please join
us for a reception luncheon in the Fellowship Hall for Stephanie Dunn. Thank you,
Stephanie, for your dedication and love for
our youth!

CHOIR

SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS

A WORD FROM WARD
Sometimes you get what
you need. We needed more
choristers in the Sanctuary
Choir, and we got Sandra and Jackie. We needed another gentleman, and
we just got Jacob. This is why I will continue to "schmooze" after church with the
congregation. And, it's really fun. I think
there still may be some potential choir
members out there! Could it be you?
The choir will be off after July 3 and will
resume on August 7. July 10 is Youth
Sunday. For the balance of July, you will
be hearing special music in the form of
an instrumental duet for oboe and English horn, and a couple of vocal solos. Dorothy will be on vacation that
month, but Cary Castellaw will be filling
in at the organ.
I will be taking off a week here, and a
week there, starting July 10. Nevertheless, all musical bases should be wellcovered.
Thank-you for your support.
.

Clerk’s Report:
The Session received a note from Tom Francis thanking the Session for allowing him to
be Custodian over the past 20 years.

Every Sunday morning at
9:00 AM a delicious breakfast is served in the Fellowship Hall. This is a
wonderful time of fellowship.
Please consider signing
up to prepare a breakfast
one Sunday. The sign up
sheet is located on the
refrigerator in the fellowship hall.

Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday @ 12:00
Noon in the Fellowship Hall
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM
in the Parlor, September - June
Both groups will resume their meetings in
September.

The Session received a letter from the Presbyterian Mission Agency asking for our continued support of the four church wide special
offerings.
The Consent Agenda was approved for May.
Kim gave a short update on the progress
being made in resolving the recommendations made by the accountants.
Jim let the Session know he will miss the July
Stated Session meeting.
Resources Committee:
The Session approved giving Tom Francis a
$200 gift card in recognition of his service as
church custodian.
April 2016 financial statements.
Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Worship & Christian Education Committee:
The Session approved a Covered Dish Lunch
to recognize Stephanie Dunn, July 10, 2016.

The Session approved Graduation Recognition, June 5, 2016.
The Session approved purchase of a new
robe for Dorothy Clark.
The Session approved Jack Shedd as guest
speaker for “Gifts of Men” service, June 19,
2016.
The Session approved changing “God and
Country” service date from June 26, 2016 to
July 3, 2016.
Pastor’s Report:
Susan and Aaron gave an update on the
replacement of the Youth Director. The Worship-CE Committee should have a recommendation to the Session in June.
New Business:
There was no new business.
Called Meetings:
May 8, 2016

5 ON THE 1ST
FOR
Joseph’s pantry

Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to approve revised contract for JanPro cleaning services. Kim discussed the
additional services (attached) and the new

price for the cleaning services for the
church. The price will increase from
$275.00 to $625.00 per month.
The Session reviewed the changes and the
revised contract was approved.
May 15, 2016
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to discuss readings in “Jesus Calling” and Chapter 6 in “Sailboat Church”
Darin selected several readings in “Jesus
Calling” and discussed the impact of Jesus’
words on him. Further discussion by members of the Session followed.
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 6 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members described passages they felt important.
In the past your support in paying the Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta per capita has been
greatly appreciated. The Session is again asking your support
with per capita in 2016 by providing a gift of $22.00 per SPC member.
Thank you.
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
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BEADLE
Jason Howard
Greg Lathrop
Cooper Keller
Arlene Lathrop
Linda Roberts

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

3
10
17
24
31

ACOLYTE
Lorren Huggins
Collin Roberts
Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter
Elora Newsome
Aubrey & Miranda Morrow

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

3
10
17
24
31

Jason Howard
No Liturgist
Tom Francis
Arlene Lathrop
Jo Linda Ingram

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

3
10
17
24
31

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Tami Pass
Youth Sunday
Sue Scheer
Stephanie Dunn
Betsy Sierra

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
3
The Clipper Family
10
No Children’s Church
17
Tami Pass/Alisa Newsome
24
The Keller Family
31
Kim Seal/Phyllis Howard

LITURGISTS

