
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1   Communion 

12:15  Lunch & A Movie 

12:30  Nursery  

           Volunteer Mtg. 
 

(Terry Holmes) 

2  
7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

3 
12:00    PW #1 Circle Mtg. 
  6:00    Worship Comm. Mtg     
  7:00    Boy Scouts 

4 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
6:00         PW#2 Circle Mtg. 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
 

5 
  9:00   Prayer  Group 
10:00   Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00   AA Mtg. 

6 
7:00  Girl                                    
         Scouts 

7 
 

8 
 11:00  Gifts of Women 
            Service  

  
Happy Mother’s Day 

 
 
 

(Elle Roberts) 

9   

 7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 

10 
  9:00    Early Risers    
  7:00    Boy Scouts 

11 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00         G&G 
  5:30         Prayer Group 
  6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
 

12 
10:00   Bridge Family Baskets 
  5:00    Resources Comm. Mtg 
  7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
  

13 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts    

14  
 

15      

Day of Pentecost 
 

12:15  Witness Comm. 
            Mtg.  
 
 

(Lee Hart) 

16 
 9:00   Life Line 
           Screening 
 7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

17 
9:00     Early Risers 
4:00     Presbytery Mtg. 
7:00     Stated Session Mtg. 
7:00     Boy Scouts 
 

 

18 

7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
5:00          G&G 
6:00          Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00          Choir Rehearsal 

19      

 10:00    Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00    AA Mtg.  

 

20 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts 
         
 

 

21 

 

22 

Healing Service 
                                
 
                   
      (Jim Beisner) 

23 

 7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

24 
9:00     Early Risers 
7:00     Boy Scouts 
 

25 
7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
 

26  

 10:00    Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00    AA Mtg. 

 

27 
7:00  Girl  
         Scouts 
 
Last Day of 
School 

28 

 
 

 

 

29                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Carol Abbott) 

30 
Memorial Day 
(Office Closed)  
 
7:00   AA Mtg. 

31 
9:00    Early Risers 
7:00    Boy Scouts 

    

     

  

MAY 2016 

May    1   Kirubanithy Mani 
May  10   Susanna Sierra 
May  11   Brad Pass 
May  12   Susan Bennett 
May  14   Lynne Bailey 
May  17   Justin Stanley 
May  22   Terry Holmes 
May  26   Peggy Beisner 
May  26   Stephanie Phillips 
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May  26   Laura Richardson 
May  31   Kingsley Mani 
May  31   Mellissa Schroer  
 

   T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                   R e v .  S u s a n  B e n n e t t ,  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

M a y  2 0 1 6  

 
May    1    Luke 24:44-53 
                 Acts 1:1-11 
                 “Up” 
     
May    8    Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 
        Galatians 6:9-10 
        James 2:17, 26   
                 “Just Do It”     
        Arlene Lathrop , Guest Preacher   
 
May  15    Pentecost Sunday 
                 Special Kids’ Service 
 
May  22    John 16:12-15 
                 Romans 5:1-5 
                 “Who Is the Holy Spirt?” 
 
May  29    Ephesians 3:14-21 
        John 14:15-17, 25-27 
        “And What Is He Doing Here?”  

   Some of you know that I have a run-
ning argument with a church sign near 
my house.  This morning it said:  THINK 

ABOUT IT – YOUR OBEDIENCE TODAY DETER-
MINES YOUR WORLD TO COME.  Every time the 
sign gets changed, it carries a brand new dire warn-
ing.  And that’s when I start arguing with it.  “What?  
We’re not saved by grace anymore?  Jesus isn’t 
enough?  We still have to spend our whole lives trying 
to be perfect and if we’re not, we don’t get in to heav-
en???”  Of course, the sign isn’t impressed with my 
arguments.  The sign continues to broadcast messag-
es designed to terrify people into repentance. 
 The sign drives me a little crazy!  It makes it 
sound like being a Christian is hard, SCARY work, 
with hell as your reward unless you’re perfectly obedi-
ent and good.  Oh, dear.  Not so.  Being a disciple of 
Jesus is the best and most fun I can think of.  I’ve 
tried it both ways and being a Christian is MUCH 
more fun and most days, positively joyful.  Made pos-
sible by the grace of God and faith in Jesus Christ – 
period.  Doing good works trying to make it to heaven 
– not grace.  Grace is doing good works because 
you’re just too grateful not to! 
 Not long ago I was there during a night that was 
100% grace in action.  Betsy Sierra (Founding Mother 
of our Goodness & Groceries ministry!) is a Media 
Specialist at Stockbridge Middle School who’s always 
looking for ways to help her students learn and enjoy 
learning.  She spends much of her time writing grant 
applications and looking for creative ways to get fund-
ing for projects, and after some of us saw a Facebook 
post that described a project she was raising money 
for to help with the kids’ math and science, we sud-
denly got the urge to help.  During that Wednesday at 
G&G, a $20 bill quietly appeared on the table.  And 
then another one!  And then $10s and $5s and $!s!  
And a check!  And suddenly the entire project was 
funded.  And a good time was had by all! 
 Next thing, a whole bunch of thank-you notes 
were forwarded to me from the students who’d been 
working with Ms. Sierra’s math and science project.  
Those kids were THRILLED.  They’d been given an 
opportunity to get creative and have fun and still learn 
a lot.  So of course I took all the notes to G&G the 
next Wednesday and passed them around and you 

know what everyone said? 
 “Let’s do another one!”  “What else can we do?”  
“I want to do more!” 
 Because grace is JOYFUL!  Because giving and 
helping and reaching out and being Christ’s light to the 
world is FUN, especially when we do it together.  We 
were way too busy and happy to worry about our 
(admittedly many) sins or anguish about our chances 
of getting in to heaven.  The Spirit had taken over and 
everyone was happy to give and it was the best fun 
ever.  I’d love to get all THAT on a church sign! 
 AND … a reminder of even more good news.  By 
now you all have Saturday, November 12, 2016 
marked on your calendars and have begun making 
arrangements to get freed up to spend a few hours 
with your church family at our one-day church retreat 
… right?  If not, now’s the time!  We all know how 
quickly time seems to go and while November seems 
far distant now, it truly will be here before we know it.  
It’s never too early to prepare and get our ducks in a 
row for this important day in the life of Stockbridge 
Presbyterian.  Questions?  Call, email, or text ASAP! 
 Much love to you all.  See you in church – 
 
Susan 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

 Volume 16 Issue 5 



YOUTH NEWS 
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WITNESS 

 The Women's Bible Study group 
meet  on the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
Thursday of the month at 10:00 
AM in the conference room.     

MAY YOUTH EVENTS 
May  1     Lunch & A Movie 
                 Fundraiser  
                 Movie:  War Room 
May   8    Mother’s Day 
                  (No Youth Meeting) 
May 15    Movie in McDonough 
May 22    End of Year Party 
May 29    Memorial Day Weekend 
Jun     6    No Youth Meeting 
Jun   12    Zoo Atlanta   

Hello to all 
   May is here...time for saying farewell and 
good luck to our Seniors. 
Katie Southern is going to Kennesaw State;  
Noah Clipper is going to LaGrange College; 
Justin Pratt is going to Georgia Gwinnett Col-
lege. 
It has been a great several years with these 
children. I've known Noah and Katie since they 
were in elementary school.  They have both 
grown up to be amazing young adults.  
Justin Pratt has just joined our group this year 
and all I can say is that I wish he could have 
been with our group longer. He is  smart, polite, 
and very funny. 
I know they all have a very bright future ahead 
of them.  Although we will miss them from our 
youth group I know they won't be far from 
home. 
Good luck Seniors!  
 
This summer the youth trip will be a retreat. 
 

Student Life Retreat at the Beach 
Orange Beach Alabama 

June 20-24 
Cost: $350 per person 

 
Have a wonderful May 2016! 
Love,  
Stephanie    

18TH ANNUAL SPC GOLF  TOURNAMENT 

        Thursday, May 19, 2016        

     Little Mountain Golf Course   

               Ellenwood, GA 

WORSHIP/CE 

It seems that everybody likes birthdays. Of 
course, everybody loves their OWN birth-
day, but it’s still fun to celebrate someone 
else’s too. Any excuse for a party, right? 
Unless you don’t know the birthday boy or 
girl very well. Then you’re just biding time 
until you can get that piece of cake and 
make an exit without being noticed. And how 
much feeling can you put into yet another 
verse of “Happy Birthday” if you’re just a 
distant friend? Might as well just mouth the 
words.  
No worries, because a truly exciting birthday 
happens midway through May. No need to 
fake it on May 15, because we can celebrate 
THE CHURCH. Not specifically Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church or its building or land. 
May 15 is Pentecost, which is the “Birthday 
of the Church.” Read all about it in Acts 2. 
The Holy Spirit made himself known to Je-
sus’ disciples and they began to spread His 
word. Even if they didn’t have a physical 
church building, they still preached to those 
who needed good news. The Apostle Peter 
preached his first sermon on Pentecost, so 
it’s not only a birthday, but an anniversary 
too. If you can’t find something to celebrate 
at church on May 15, you’re officially a Party 
Pooper.  
With no Pentecost there is no Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church. Sure, Jesus started 
the ball rolling, but once He was gone, it was 
up to His disciples to spread the word. And 
it’s up to us in 2016 and beyond to continue 
that evangelism. So as much as I’d love to 
take The Church’s Birthday off, we have 
work to do. Jesus’ message of love won’t 
leave our building on its own. We’ve got to 
push it out those heavy wooden doors and 
down the street. How in the heck do we do 
that? That’s a great question but I’ll bet the 
answer can be found on May 15 and any 
other Sunday at SPC.  
 
See you soon. 
Aaron Roberts 

  Here's something I know for sure: it 
  would do your heart good to be 
  part of a ministry that's hands-on, 
  personal, and truly touches  
  lives.  Wouldn't it?  It's time to 
check out the Bridge Family Baskets group that 
meets on the 2nd Thursday of every 
month!  Yes, this is the team whose mem-
bers create beautiful gifts to deliver to our 
folks who are hospitalized, homebound, or 
simply struggling.  So if you're "craft-y," you'll 
love it.  But even if you're NOT particularly 
"craft-y," come anyway!  Someone has to deliv-
er the goodie baskets, which means that this 
team needs VISITORS, who miss their absent 
friends and would like a chance to bring some 
joy to their lives.  Visits are scheduled and 
organized ahead of time, and you're welcome 
to visit with another team member, by yourself, 
or with a different friend.  You'll remind our 
folks who are homebound or ill that they are 
remembered and still loved, and here's another 
thing I know for sure: you'll be a blessing to 
them!  Next meeting is Thursday, May 12, at 
10:00 A.M. in Fellowship Hall.  Or just call Jo 
Linda at 770-957-0397.  See you May 12th! 

  I am so grateful for my church family 
  and would like to thank all of you for  
  the love, prayers, cards, food, and 
  support you gave me and my family 
  during the loss of my Dad. 
                      
                     Love, Stephanie Phillips 

Clerk’s Report:   
The Session received a letter from the Thorn-
well Home for Children thanking SPC for the 
donation of $232.00. 
The Consent Agenda was approved for 
March.     
 
Jim commented that he was missing the 
Resources Committee’s input to the 2015 
SPC Annual Report. 
                     
Resources Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Witness Committee: 
No issues or recommendations.  
 
Worship & Christian Education Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
    
Pastor’s Report:   
Susan discussed Elder involvement at the 
Maundy Thursday dinner. 
 
Susan discussed a church wide retreat con-
ducted by Joan Grey with a tentative date of 
November 12, 2016.  The Session agreed to 
the retreat. 
 
Old Business: 
The Session discussed the current state of 
church cleanliness and options to correct the 
situation.  The Resources Committee will do 
research on cost of cleaning contractors and 
report to the Session at the April stated meet-
ing. 
 
The Session discussed conducting a second 
monthly meeting which will focus on prayer 
and Bible study. The Session decided to 
conduct the second monthly meeting on a 
Sunday after worship.  
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CHOIR SESSION/STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

BEADLE 
       
May   1 Tracey Clipper 
May   8   Judy Simmons 
May  15 Ron Scheer 
May  22       Jim Beisner 
May  29       Carol Abbott 
 

ACOLYTE 
 
May    1 Sydney Holloway 
May    8 Breanna Huggins 
May  15 Isabella Newsome 
May  22   Marie Anne LaFaye Coutin-Baxter 
May  29 Elle Roberts 
    

 LITURGISTS 
 

May    1 Terry Holmes 
May    8 Elle Roberts 
May  15 Lee Hart 
May  22 Jim Beisner 
May  29 Carol Abbott 
            

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
                   
May    1 Stephanie Dunn 
May    8 Betsy Sierra  
May  15 Aaron Roberts 
May  22 Tami Pass 
May  29 Sue Scheer 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
May    1 Diana Taylor & Helper 
May    8 Cathy & Jerry Rasar 
May  15 The Mani Family 
May  22 The Roberts Family 
May  29 Kim Seal & Phyllis Howard 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

CONGRATUALATIONS! 

Every Sunday morning at  9:00 
AM a delicious breakfast is served 
in the Fellowship Hall. This is a 
wonderful time of fellowship.  
Please consider signing up to 
prepare a breakfast one Sunday. 
The sign up sheet is located on 
the refrigerator in the fellowship 
hall.   

Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday @ 12:00 Noon in the 
Fellowship Hall, September - June  
**Remember to bring a sack lunch. 
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM in Parlor, 
September - June 

         A WORD FROM WARD 
 
  Singing in a choir is an absolutely  
  unique experience.  Where else do 
you have everyone doing the same thing at the 
same time without the use of special equipment 
and for a greater purpose?  

 Prayer Group Meeting Times For May  
 
         Thursday, May 5, 2016  

  @ 9:00 AM 
                           and 
      Wednesday, May 13, 2016  
                    @ 5:30 PM  
         

 Please join us for one or both of these groups.       

     RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE 
 
       We have raised over $1,400 so     
     far!  Way to go SPC Friends!  Even     
though the event was moved from the football 
field to inside Hampton High School (due to bad 
weather concerns), a good time was had by all!   
Our Team, SPC Friends, offered a fundraising 
event which involved creating your very own sock 
puppet!  Some of the “sock creatures” ended up 
with 5 eyes (of differing sizes), 2 noses, and multi
-lipped mouths (which were created using various 
colors of pipe cleaners)!  I think the parents had 
as much fun as the kids.   
Thanks for all who stopped by our campsite to 
lend their support.  If you would still like to make a 
donation to our Team, SPC Friends, there is still 
time!  Relay for Life donations will be collected 
throughout August, so you can donate ei-
ther  online or by placing a check in the offering 
plate.  Checks should be made out to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, with “RFL-SPC Friends” in 
the memo line.  Stay tuned for further updates. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Arlene (SPC Friends Team Captain) 

PRAYER CARD MINISTRY 
 

Linda Roberts will be doing the May Prayer 
Cards.  Please forward your information with 
the name and mailing address if you would like  
a card sent.  
Linda Roberts’ email is lsr1273@gmail.com 
 
Thank you, 

Peggy Chase 

Congratulations to our 2016 Graduates! 
 

Noah Clipper 
Justin Pratt 

Katie Southern 

NURSERY VOLUNTEER MEETING 
 

There will be an organizational meeting for nursery 
volunteers on Sunday, May 1, 2016, immediately 
following worship in the Conference Room.  More 
volunteers are needed, just contact Aaron Roberts 
or Sue Scheer if you’d like to get involved. 

Life Line Screening will offer their affordable, 
non-invasive and painless health screenings 
at Stockbridge Presbyterian Church on Mon-
day, May 16, 2016.   In order to register for 
this event and to receive a $10 discount off 
any package priced above $129, please call  
1-888-653-6441 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-
partners.   


