
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

12:00    PW#1 Circle 
  6:00    Worship/CE Meeting 
  7:00    Boy Scouts 
 

2 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
6:00         PW#2 Circle 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 

3 
10:00   Women’s Bible Study 

4                                   

7:00 
Girl Scouts       

5  

 
 

6 Daylight Saving 

       Time Ends 
        
        Communion 
 
12:00   Congregational 
            Meeting 
No Youth Meeting 

 
(Jim Beisner) 

7   

7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
   9:00    Early Risers     
   7:00    Boy Scouts 
   

9 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00         G&G  
  6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

10 
10:00    Bridge Family Baskets 
  5:30    Resources Meeting 
  7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
  
 

11 
7:00 
Girl Scouts    

12 
9 - 3:00 PM 
Sailboat Church 
Retreat 
 

13    

12:00   Young Adults 
  6:00   Youth Group 
     
 
 
 

(Greg Lathrop) 

14 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

15 
9:00     Early Risers 
7:00     Stated Session Meeting 
7:00     Boy Scouts 
 
 

 

16 

7:30 AM    AA Mtg. 
5:00          G&G 
6:00          Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00          Choir Rehearsal 

17      

 10:00    Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00    AA Mtg.  

  

18 
7:00 
Girl Scouts 
         
 

 

19 

 

20 
12:15  Witness Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
(Collin Roberts) 

21 

7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

22 
9:00     Early Risers 
7:00     Boy Scouts 
 
 

23 
7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
 

 

24 
    7:00    AA Mtg. 

    Happy Thanksgiving! 
    (Office Closed) 

 

25 
 
 
 

26 

 
 

 

 

27    
 
1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Aaron Roberts) 

28 
7:00   AA Mtg. 

29 
9:00    Early Risers 
7:00    Boy Scouts 

30 
7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
5:00        G&G 
6:00        Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00        Choir Rehearsal  
 

   

     

  

NOVEMBER 2016 

Nov   8   Gene Park 
Nov   9   Sally Smith 
Nov 10   Carrie Keller 
Nov 14   E. G. Mani 
Nov 14   Diana Taylor 
Nov 16   Barbara Anne Bailey 
Nov 17   Aaron Roberts 
Nov 20   Bettye Cochran  
Nov 27   Michael Bennett 
Nov 27   Justin Palmer 
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THANKSGIVING BREAK - SCHOOL’S OUT 

   T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                   R e v .  S u s a n  B e n n e t t ,  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

Nov   6   Veterans’ Day  Observance 
  Psalm 98 
  Haggai 1:15b - 2:9 
  “Our To-Do List” 
 
Nov  13 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
  Isaiah 12 
  “Pie In the Sky?” 
 
Nov  20 Jeremiah 23:1-6 
  Colossians 1:11-20 
  “Why We Worship” 
 
Nov  27 Psalm 122 
  Isaiah 2:1-5 
  “Praying for Peace”  

If you’re using the Our Daily Bread devo-
tions, you know that at the bottom of each 
page is a little “takeaway” that sort of 

sums up the story.  On Wednesday, October 26, the 
takeaway was, “God pours his love into our hearts to 
flow out to others’ lives.” 
 
If that isn’t us, I don’t know what is. 
 
I’ve never seen a congregation so happy to share 
God’s love with one another and with our neighbors.  
It took around 20 different people each week to do our 
4 Saturdays at Pine Hill, and there you were: making 
sandwiches, donating everything from iced tea to 
bandages, setting up, taking down, meeting new peo-
ple and welcoming them as friends, and 100 other 
things.  No wonder other churches want to know how 
we do what we do!  (Two of you traveled all the way 
to Iowa to pour out God’s love and to explain Good-
ness & Groceries to a group of Presbyterian pastors.  
And many of those churches have begun similar min-
istries.  The Spirit is moving!)  We made many true 
friends at Pine Hills.  Our ministry there will continue.  
They are our neighbors, and you showed them God’s 
love. 
 
Saturday, December 10th, will be another great out-
pouring of God’s love to our neighbors as we host our 
Live Nativity.  What a huge project!  Once again, all or 
most of you will be taking part, as shepherds or hosts 
or cookie-servers or angels we’ll be hearing on high!  
It’s beautiful and so much fun.  People from all over 
our community come to see the Live Nativity and to 
relax afterwards with cocoa and treats.  New friends 
to make!  If you’d like to help or donate, get in touch 
with Jo Linda Ingram.  She and the Witness Commit-
tee are already working hard to prepare for and facili-
tate this ministry to our neighborhood.  It’s one of the 
things we’re known for! 
 
Did you know Christmas Day is on a Sunday this 
year?  Come for breakfast and a short, informal wor-
ship service – kind of like the wonderful Maundy 
Thursday event last Easter.  And the beautiful Christ-
mas Eve service will happen as it always does, with 
carols and candles.  Oh, and Thanksgiving – on Sun-
day, November 20th you’ll have the opportunity to 

share with all your friends what has made you feel 
especially thankful in 2016. 
 
In between, life goes on as usual at SPC.  What this 
means is that phone calls and visits are made so peo-
ple can check in with friends and find out what the 
doctor said and if help is needed; it means that we 
worship together on Sunday mornings and serve to-
gether on Wednesdays and other times; it means that 
love and care are given and received between church 
members every single day.  God has poured his love 
into your hearts and it flows out powerfully to each 
other and our community.  Want to know what I’m 
most thankful for in 2016?  YOU! 
 
Much love to each of you.  See you in church! 
 
Susan 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

 Volume 16 Issue 11 



YOUTH NEWS 
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WITNESS 

Hey SPC, 
   The time has come for us to be thankful! I 
know sometimes it is tough to be thankful at a 
time such as this when the political climate is 
so divisive, but we must remember that no 
matter how different our views are from one 
another that we have been united as God’s 
beloved children through our baptism by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. So, no matter who 
takes the White House in the coming days, 
remember to hold your loved ones close and 
give thanks for the abundant blessings we 
have. The youth continue to march on! Here is 
our schedule this month: 
 
Sunday Nov. 6      No youth 
Sunday Nov. 1      Regular youth time 6-7:30 
Sunday Nov. 20    No youth 
                              Happy Thanksgiving!!! 
Sunday Nov. 27    Regular youth time 6-7:30 
  
   For those who are attending youth-
remember to make it a priority! I know we’re all 
busy, but youth time is sacred time with God 
and with one another. For those who have 
youth in grades 6-12 (or even college aged 
students!) we would love to have them to 
come fellowship with us! We will be finishing 
our “Dare to Dream” study this month where 
we talk about our passions, purposes, and 
callings. Then we will begin a study on Mary… 
the Christmas story certainly couldn’t have 
happened without her. This is a great way to 
follow up our “Dare to Dream” study. When 
God has a purpose for us, sometimes it seems 
too big, impossible, scary, and risky. Mary’s 
purpose was definitely something big and 
scary! But God accomplished the most AMAZ-
ING thing through her. I’m sure we can all 
relate to Mary in some ways, and we can learn 
from her courage and trust in God.  
   We will also begin planning for a service 
project and Christmas party in December, 
talking about winter break, as well as looking 
forward to next semester. Concerts? Movies? 
Fundraisers? Who knows! Let’s dream togeth-
er. You don’t want to miss out! See you in 
youth soon! 
 
Blessings, 
Glory Cumbow 

 

 

 
 
Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday  @ 12:00 
Noon in the Fellowship Hall 
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM in 
the Parlor, September - June 

 

 

 

 

Sailboat Church 
Helping Our Church 

Rethink Its Mission and Practice 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Worship/CE 

   The month of October may not have 
brought much change to our summer time 
weather, but it brought a tremendous 
change to our SPC family.  
   We worked together as a family to share 
our time, talents, and treasures with many 
of the residents of Pine Hills Mobile Home 
Park.  We extended our hands of friendship 
and it was so appreciated by our new 
neighbors.  But more than the fact that we 
touched lives outside our comfort zone, as 
we are instructed by our Lord and Savior, 
we showed what a small church congrega-
tion can accomplish when they work to-
gether.   
   We want to thank each and every one of 
you.  This mission would not have been a 
success without your help.  The Holy Spirit 
led us to Pine Hills and helped us through 
it, let's open our hearts and minds to His 
next calling, and see where He leads us in 
the future. 
 
Tender Blessings to you all,  
Aaron, Janna, and Sue 

   As I write this article, it is the middle of Octo-
ber. The sky is a brilliant blue and the trees are 
beginning to show their colors. However, I’m 
thinking about CHRISTMAS!  
   Mrs. Kustick, the graduation coach at Stock-
bridge Middle School, is already in contact with 
Cotton Indian Elementary School and Smith 
Barnes Elementary School to plan our Christ-
mas Basket program. As you know, we work 
with these three schools every year to make 
sure the students who receive Goodness and 
Groceries help also have help at Christmas, if 
need be. Last year, thirty-seven families and 
122 children received gifts and food because of 
you - the congregation of Stockbridge Presby-
terian Church.   
   We will again be given the opportunity to 
share our blessings with less fortunate families. 
We will receive all needed information from 
each school by November 2, 2016. Please 
prayerfully consider what you can do to help. 
You can adopt an entire family, an individual 
child, or help provide needed food items. Re-
ceiving gifts and food at Christmas is such a 
wonderful thing for a child. However, I think that 
the greatest gift we give these families is the 
knowledge that someone, somewhere cares 
about them. They will one day realize that when 
their family needed help, a church provided it. 
We truly have the opportunity to share God’s 
love by giving to others. By serving others, we 
are serving Him.  
   You will be hearing more about this wonderful 
outreach ministry in the coming weeks. Aaron 
Roberts is again heading up this project, so 
please let him know if you have questions. He 
will also have all the family information for you 
when you are ready to adopt. I am always over-
whelmed and amazed at the generosity of this 
congregation.  
 

The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  
Matthew 25:40 

Clerk’s Report:   
   The Session received a letter from the Presby-
tery of Greater Atlanta indicating SPC’s annual 
giving status through the 2nd quarter of the fiscal 
year.    
   The Session received a letter from the new 
Director of Henry County Department of Family 
and Children Services asking for a meeting with 
the congregation to discuss opportunities to be a 
foster parent in our community.   
   The Consent Agenda was approved for August.     
   Two letters were given to Hamilton Bank an-
nouncing changes to the authorized signees for 
the SPC accounts. 
   Jim reminded the committees of requirements 
for the 2016 annual report and 2017 activities 
calendar. 
   Susan presented a portion of the Belhar Confes-
sion and the Presbytery’s responsive reading as 
part of her report on the August 2016 Presbytery 
meeting. 
                     
Resources Committee: 
   The Session approved revising the envelopes 
used by members to identify their offering gifts 
which will include the ability to designate gifts to all 
account funds. 
   The Session approved the 2017 SPC general 
fund budget. 
 
   August 2016 financial statements. 
 
Witness Committee: 
   No issues or recommendations.     
Worship & Christian Education Committee: 
 The Session approved Suzie Wharton as a con-
tract employee (like Justin Seal) for the nursery.  
This will happen if the committee fails to find an 
applicant. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
    Susan will be out of town 9/29/16 and return 
10/1/16. 
 
New Business:   
There was no new business 
 
Called Meetings: 
September 16, 2016 
 
   Sue Rogers was received into membership 
through reaffirmation of faith. 
   Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting 
was to discuss and develop the 2017 church 
budget and discuss readings in “Jesus Calling” or 
“Our Daily Bread” and Chapter 8 in “Sailboat 
Church” 
   The Session committee chairs presented their 
requests to be included in the 2017 budget.  Re-
source Committee recommended a 2% salary 
increase for Ward Gailey, Linda Hodges, and 
Dorothy Clark.  The committee also recommended 
a 3% salary increase for Susan Bennett.  Glory 
Cumbow will not receive a salary increase due her 
recent hiring.  The Session approved the recom-
mended salary increases. 
   Arlene selected several readings in “Our Daily 
Bread” and “Jesus Calling” discussed the impact 
of the devotionals on her.  Further discussion by 
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 SESSION NEWS 

 
BEADLE 

       
Nov    6 Jim Beisner  
Nov  13 Greg Lathrop 
Nov  20 Linda Roberts   
Nov  27       Aaron Roberts 
    

ACOLYTE 
 
Nov    6 Breanna Huggins 
Nov  13 Isabella Newsome 
Nov  20 Marie Anne LaFaye Coutin-Baxter 
Nov  27 Elle Roberts 
    

 LITURGISTS 
 

Nov   6 Jim Beisner 
Nov 13 Greg Lathrop  
Nov 20 Collin Roberts 
Nov 27 Aaron Roberts 
 
            

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
                   
Nov  6 Aaron Roberts 
Nov 13 Tami Pass 
Nov 20  Aaron Roberts 
Nov 27 Stephanie Dunn 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
Nov   6 Greg Lathrop 
Nov 13 Tami Pass & Alisa Newsome 
Nov 20 The Clipper Family 
Nov 27 Kim Seal & Phyllis Howard 

  In the past your support in pay-
ing the Presbytery of Greater 
Atlanta per capita has been 
greatly appreciated.  The Session 
is again asking your support with 
per capita in 2016 by providing a 
gift of $22.00 per  SPC member.  
Thank you. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Every Sunday morning at  9:00 AM a 
delicious breakfast is served in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful 
time of fellowship.  
Please consider signing up to pre-
pare a breakfast one Sunday. The 
sign up sheet is located on the 
refrigerator in the fellowship hall.   

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time Ends -  November 6, 2016 

members of the Session followed. 
   Susan led a discussion on Chapter 8 of “Sailboat 
Church” in which Session members described 
passages they felt important. 
 
Congregation Meeting: 
August 7, 2016 
 
   Rev. Susan Bennett called the meeting to order 
and opened with a prayer at 12:15 PM.  Jim 
Beisner, Secretary, declared a quorum of 10% of 
active members present. 
   The moderator stated the purpose of the meeting 
was to elect the 2016 Nominating Committee 
whose job will be to nominate four individuals for 
the Elder Class of 2019. 
   Susan introduced Kim Seal who was approved 
by the Session to serve as Chair of the 2016 Nomi-
nating Committee.  Kim introduced Sue Scheer as 
her Co-Chair from the Session.  Kim then read the 
names of the following members who have volun-
teered to serve on the Nominating Committee:  
Stephanie Phillips, Tracy Clipper, Jeffery Cochran, 
Ron Scheer, Jim Beisner and Peggy Beisner.  A 
motion was made and seconded to close the nomi-
nations.  The slate was unanimously elected. 

The Women's Bible Study group                                                          
meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and sometimes 
5th Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M. in 
the conference room.  Please join us! 

Handbell Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m., right before choir prac-
tice in the choir room, and will last 45 
minutes.  Any questions please see Dorothy 
Clark, or email her at dec721@bellsouth.net.   
Please come and check us out! 

SESSION NEWS 

      Mark your calendars! 

Relay for Life 2017   
April 28, 2017 
Venue:  Salem Baptist Church 
Theme “Toon Out Cancer” 
 
Stay “tooned" for more information! 

The fuzzy tree will soon ap-
pear for the Thornwell chil-
dren who are so sweet and 
dear.   


