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The Church At The Bridge

A long time ago, a brand new employee in
my department at Sarasota Memorial Hospital had a big party and invited everyone from
the department and half the people she just
happened to see walking down the hall. As I walked in
her front door she said something funny to her husband
that I’ve always remembered: “Look, honey, all these
people have answered our advertisement for FRIENDS!”
Because that’s exactly what the party was all about – she
was new, wanted to get to know people, and was hoping
to make friends. I loved her honesty and pretty soon I
loved her, too.
She just said out loud what’s true for all of us: we
need friends. We need people we can love and trust and
talk to and listen to. We need people to help who will
help us, too. We need people who know us inside and
out and love us anyway. We were created to be this
way; we were created to love God and love each other.
We can’t really do that all by ourselves!
So I figured out something a long time ago and I’ll
bet you know it, too. One of the main reasons people
come to church is because they’re looking for friends.
Yes, really! We look for friends who love God and worship and serve him, friends who stay after worship and
have lunch together, friends who “get it.” This is one of
the reasons most of us always sit in the same pew with
the same people every Sunday morning. They’re our
friends! And we like to come to church and be with them.
Imagine how daunting it would be to walk into a
new church for the very first time one Sunday, all by
yourself. You don’t know a soul. You don’t know the
order of worship and maybe you don’t even speak the
language. (I mean, NARTHEX. Who knows that word
unless you’re a regular church-goer?) The announcement sheet may say something like, “Women’s Bible
Study resumes on Thursday! Contact Mary Thompson
for more information!” Who? It must be like trying to
break into a tight little family where everybody knows
everybody except you don’t know anybody. Honestly, I
think it takes a fair amount of courage to visit a church for
the first time. And STAYING, getting involved, getting to
know people – it’s not for the faint-hearted!
Yes, visitors are greeted and given a genuine welcome. It really is lovely the way you SPC folks will introduce yourselves to visitors and welcome them to the
service. I love that! I see you do it all the time. One of
the things I’ve heard our new members say again and
again is, “You know, I visited Church X and nobody even
spoke to me! But lots of people spoke to me here. Eve-

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

ryone’s so friendly!” And it’s true. This is a wonderful
thing!
Here’s my question: Are we ready to make new
FRIENDS? Most of us already have close friends here
we’ve known for years, true? So … do we have room
for new friends, too? Friends we’d invite to sit at our
table at an after-worship meal? Friends we might spend
some time with after the service, hear about their lives
and listen to their stories? Friends we might even invite
for coffee or lunch, or to Bible study or PW Circle or to
sing in the choir or play handbells or come to Sunday
School with us? Because who knows? They might turn
out to be someone delightful, the very person we needed in our lives and didn’t even know it.
Our front (and back!) doors are wide open to new
people. If someone gathers up their courage to come to
SPC for a first-time visit, they WILL be warmly greeted
and made to feel welcome. It’s so wonderful! I’m grateful to God for each one of you who will introduce yourself, shake a visitor’s hand, and let them know you’re
glad they’re here. (Even if they accidentally sit in “your”
seat!) So my next question is: Are our INNER doors
opened as wide as our outside doors? Are we willing to
keep our circle of friends open to include new ones?
Because even though they’ll never say it out loud, every
visitor who comes here is hoping to make friends. They
may not be as bold as my old friend from Sarasota, but
they’re hoping! They need us, and we need them, too.
God set it up that way!
Much love to you all. See you in church –
Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS

Aug 6

Romans 9:1-5
Genesis 32:22-31
“A God Who Will Wrestle With You Until Daybreak”

Aug 13

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
“Death to the Tattletale!”

Aug 20

Psalm 133
Matthew 15:10-20
“Rules and Regulations”

Aug 27

Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20
“Upon This Rock”
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SPC will be taking Vacation Bible School (VBS) to
our neighbors! On Saturdays September 30 and
October 7 from 11:002:00 we will be taking
VBS to The Mill Community and need your
help! [The Mill is on Hwy 138 just east of I675.]
We will need volunteers to teach, play games,
set up and tear down, donations of cookies
and brownies, drinks. (Capri Sun pouches and
hotdog buns for at least 30 Kids) Does this
sound like you?
The immediate need is to secure the volunteers so we can form the VBS committee. Ideas are already flowing and we really
need help in bringing the vision into fruition. If
you would like to be a part of this Outreach
Ministry to our neighbors, please let us know.
Sign-up sheets will be in the bulletins soon.
In service,
Laura & Stephanie

Community
Ice Cream Social
Saturday, August 12th
2 - 4:00 PM
in the Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is Invited!
SUMMER SLUMP
We hate to bring this up, friends, but here's the
truth: the unexpected expense of a new furnace, air conditioner, and power division have
left us broke! Plus, summer always brings a
drop in attendance as people travel and take
vacation, so giving automatically goes
down. Would you consider increasing your
giving before things get any worse? If it wasn't
necessary, we'd never ask! The Session
(especially the Resources Committee) and the
pastor all thank you very much.
To All of You,
Thank you all for all the loving, caring,
thoughtful ways that you have showed
Tom and I how much you all care
about us. You all are the best group of Christian people showing your love for others. Food,
prayers, calls, cards come daily, and they filled
with so much love.
We can’t express our thanks enough for everything you have done for us.
Thanking you in Jesus Christ name.
Carolyn & Tom Francis

The older I am in the Lord,
the more I appreciate his grace.
Joni Eareckson Tada

Hi, I’m Joni Eareckson Tada, and it’s because the more I know about Jesus, the
more I see my need of a Savior. When I
was much younger in the Lord, I found it
easy to take shortcuts spiritually. You
know, fudging the truth, taking credit when
it wasn’t my work, dragging my feet on
Bible reading or prayer, or stretching what
was morally acceptable with my boyfriend.
Way back then, my spiritual sensibilities
weren’t as sharp as they are today. But
now, my conscience immediately convicts
me when the Holy Spirit whispers even a
slight suggestion. Like just this morning
when Ken was driving me to work, he was
reciting Romans chapter 12 out loud in the
van and he got to that last verse, “Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.” Immediately it hit me that it’s
not enough to hate evil; I have to pursue
good. Do I do that on a regular basis? Do I
seek God's good and the good of others?
Or am I quicker to keep a record of other
people’s wrongs and how they’ve offended
me? A Pharisee is hard on others and easy
on himself, but a spiritual man is easy on
others and hard on himself. Am I that spiritual man?
It’s like this: As I get older, the Holy Spirit
keeps finding more dark closets in my
heart that I did not even know existed! I’m
a little like the apostle Paul who, at first,
when he was young—young in the Lord—
he wrote in First Corinthians chapter 15, “I
am the least of all the apostles.” Like, okay,
I'm the least of these twelve great men, but
everybody else? Well, spiritually, I think I'm
a little ahead of them. But, then when Paul
got older in the Lord, he says in Ephesians
chapter 3, “I am the least of all the Lord’s
people.” Ah, now that is singing a different
tune. And then finally, near the end of his
life, Paul writes in First Timothy Chapter 1
that he is the chief of all sinners. Isn’t that
something? First, he considers himself the
least of the apostles, then the least of
God's people, then finally, he inasmuch
says, “I am not only least of all, I am the
chief of all, the chief of all sinners. I am so
in need of grace!” As Paul grew in Christ,
his awareness of his own sin also grew.
But you know what? So did his love for
Jesus and his appreciation for God’s amazing grace. And that should be the same
with me, and with you, too. As we draw

closer to Jesus, our knowledge and awareness
of how sinful we are should also grow, but so
does our awareness of God's grace. And with
that, our love for Jesus cannot help but grow.
Major Ian Thomas of the Torchbearers once
said, "The moment you come to realize that
only God can make a man godly, you are left
with no option but to find God, and to know
God, and to let God be God in and through
you." I love that. To grow in Christ is to spend
time with Him; enjoy Him; speak to Him, and let
Him speak to you through His Word. Confess
your shortcomings to Him; commune with Him
about the simplest of decisions; seek Him when
you’re lonely; sing to Him worship songs and
hymns, and invite Him into the ordinary and
even mundane tasks of your day. If you want to
be godly, find God; know God, and let Him be
God in and through you.
And if you need help with this, let us pray for
you at Joni and Friends. Every morning our
staff meets for prayer, and we would love to lift
up your needs before the Lord. Just tell us all
about it at joniandfriends.org/radio.

5 ON THE 1ST
FOR
JOSEPH’S PANTRY

Stated Meeting - June 20, 2017
Clerk’s Report:
The Session received a letter from the
American Cancer Society thanking the
church for the $310.00 donation.
Choir Rehearsal will resume on Aug
2nd.
The Handbell Choir will resume on
September 6th.
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM a
delicious breakfast is served in the
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful
time of fellowship.
Please consider signing up to prepare
a breakfast one Sunday. The sign up
sheet is located on the refrigerator in
the fellowship hall.

Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast
The SPC Annual Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, September 9th from 8 - 2 PM. Clean
out your attics, closets, drawers, and garages
for items that can be donated to the sale (no
clothes, please) and used to support SPC local
missions. Drop off for donations is on Friday,
September 8th. If you have large items and
need help getting them to the church, call Arlene Lathrop 770-362-9082 or the church office
770-474-7777 to arrange for pick-up We also
need volunteers for Friday, September 8th to
accept the donated items from 2 - 7:00 PM.
And, also for Saturday during the yard sale. (810 AM / 10-12 PM / 12-2 PM).
The Boy Scouts will be hosting their annual
Pancake Breakfast from 8 - 12:00 Noon.

A motion was made by Gene to approve the
Consent Agenda and seconded by Laura. It
was approved.
Resources Committee:
The Session approved setting aside $800 to
be used in the repair of our current playground equipment.
The Session approved setting aside $800 to
be used for the project in the Narthex.
The session reviewed the April and May
2017 financial statements.

Circle #1 meets the 1st Tuesday @ 12:00
Noon in the Fellowship Hall - Resumes Sept.
5th
Circle #2 meets 1st Wednesday @ 6:00 PM in
the Parlor - Resumes Sept. 6th.

Bridge Family Baskets
SPC Annual Yard Sale and

The Session received a statement of giving
from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta reflecting 1st Quarter 2017 Benevolence Giving
Report.

Bridge Family Baskets
meets on the second
Thursday of every month at
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall.

Goodness &
Groceries Ministry
Our Goodness and Groceries Ministry will
resume on Wednesday, September 6,
2016 at 5:00 PM. We are continuing our
partnership with Food Depot, Cotton Indian Elementary, Smith Barnes Elementary, and Stockbridge Middle School to
insure no child goes hungry on the weekends. And now we’re also partnering with
Dutchtown Middle School! If you are looking for a way to serve God by serving
others, please join us in the Fellowship
Hall.

Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.

Susan led a discussion on Chapter 9 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members
described passages they felt important.
The Session considered whether to move our
Stated Meeting to a Sunday and combine it
with the Called Meeting. After some discussion, Jeffery Cochran withdrew his motion to
combine the two meetings.
The next called meeting will be Sunday, July
9, 2017.
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Susan Bennett closed the meeting with prayer.

The Women's Bible Study group will resume
on Thursday, August 3 ,2017.
The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and
sometimes 5th Thursday of the month at
10:00 A.M. in the conference room Please
join us!
In the past your support in paying
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta
per capita has been greatly appreciated. The Session is again asking
your support with per capita in 2017
by providing a gift of $23.00 per
SPC member. Thank you.

Discipleship Committee:
The Session approved Be the Bridge (Racial
Unity) Group to meet for a 10 week period
beginning in mid – September 2017. Susan
and Sandra Martin will oversee this class for
the 10 week time frame.
Pastor’s Report:
Susan reported she is conducting a bible
study at Benton Village twice a month.
New Business:
There was no new business.
There being no further business to conduct,
the meeting was closed with everyone praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Special Meetings - June 4, 2017
Gene Ingram opened the meeting with prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to discuss readings in “Our Daily
Bread” and Chapter 9 in “Sailboat Church”
and conduct items of new business.
Gene Ingram selected a reading from “Our
Daily Bread” and discussed the impact of the
devotional on him. Further discussion by
members of the Session followed.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
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LITURGISTS
Jim Beisner
Jeffrey Cochran
Aaron Roberts
Lee Hart
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
6
Mary Carol Stanley
13 Stephanie Dunn
20 Aaron Roberts
27 John Dunn
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CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Aug
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Aug

6
13
20
27

Stephanie Phillips Ayoola
Tami Pass & Alisa Newsome
The Clipper Family
Janna & Paul Szeto

