
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

   1 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts 

2 
 
 

3  
             
12:15  Called Session  
           Meeting 
 
 
 
 

(Jeffrey Cochran) 

4 

7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 

5 
12:00  PW #1 Meeting  
  6:30  Discipleship Mtg. 
  7:00  Boy Scouts 

6 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00         G &G  
  5:30         PW #2 Meeting 
  6:00         Handbell Rehearsal  
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 

7 
10:00 Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  AA Mtg. 
 
 

8 
   

9 
6—7:30 
Live Nativity 

10   
            (Arlene Lathrop) 

11 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

12 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
7:00   Stated Session Mtg.  

 

  

13 

  7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
  5:00        G&G 
  6:00        Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00        Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

14      

  7:00  AA Mtg. 
  5:30  Resources Mtg.    

  

15 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts 

16 

10:00 - Noon 
Christmas  
Basket  
Distribution 
 

17 
 
12:15 Witness Meeting 

 
   
 
 

(Jim Beisner) 

18 

7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

19 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
 

20 
7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 

21 
  7:00 AA Mtg. 
 

 

22 
 

23 

 

 

24    

11:00  Christmas  
            Music Program 
  6:00   Christmas Eve 
            Service 
      (Jason Howard) 

25 
Merry Christmas! 
7:00   AA Mtg. 

26 
 

27 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
 

28 
  7:00   AA Mtg. 

29 30 
 

 

31 
       New Year’s Eve 
  

(Linda Roberts) 

    

  

DECEMBER 2017 

Dec   1    Shannon Huggins 
Dec   4    Stephanie Dunn 
Dec   7    Thomas Baxter 
Dec   8    Pearl Williams 
Dec  16   Georgia Silvey 
Dec  21   Maxwell Baxter 
Dec  22   John Abbott 
Dec  22   Nancy Bryant 
Dec  23   Collin Roberts 

Page 4 

Christmas Break — School’s Out 

 
Dec  24   Bill Holmes 
Dec  27   Joan Scott 
Dec  31   Joyce Andrews 

T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                                                                           R e v .  S u s a n  B e n n e t t ,  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

December  2017  

Dec   3        Isaiah 40:1-11 
    Mark 1:1-8 
    “Our Favorite Word” 
 
Dec  10   Psalm 126 
    Luke 1:46b-55 
    “Joy Wins!” 
 
Dec  17   Deuteronomy 24:1 
           Matthew 1:18-25 
    “Husbands, Love Your Wives” 
 
Dec  24   Psalm 100 
            Psalm 96:10-13 
            All-Music Sunday 
 
Dec  24   Isaiah 9:2-7  (Evening Service) 
    Luke 2:1-20 
    “The Old, Old Story” 
 
Dec  31    Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
    Luke 2:22-40 
    “Oh, Happy Day!” 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

Volume 17 Issue 12 

There’s a scripture I visualize in my mind 
a lot, and it never fails to remind me of the 
Truth.  It’s kind of a Christmas scripture, 
but actually, it’s always good.  In John’s 

gospel, speaking about Jesus, John says: 
What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
John 1:3b-5 
Every Sunday in Advent, we’ll be looking at a differ-
ent aspect of the birth of God’s Son into the world – 
and it’s clear immediately that Jesus was born into a 
world of deep, deep darkness.  Not only was his own 
safety threatened repeatedly before and after his 
birth, his country was under Roman oppression, he 
was NOT the Messiah most people were expecting, 
and his message was so radical that the people in 
power believed he had to die.  The Son of God did 
not have an easy time of it in his dark world. 
I like the newscasts that end with a happy, inspiring 
story – someone who’s finding a way to help, give, 
make a difference in their community.  Those news 
shows do that, I believe, because “news” is actually 
just “bad news”, so they try to end on a positive note.  
Darkness in our world is not hard to find.  Racism, 
discrimination of all kinds, hunger and poverty, war, 
corruption and injustice in government and even in 
agencies that were created to serve and help – it’s 
actually become the norm.  Darkness starts big and 
is just as prevalent in our private lives, where we 
hear about anger and estrangement and unfor-
giveness affecting so many of our closest relation-
ships.  (Every time I make lists like these, I realize 
I’m just touching the tip of the iceberg.  There’s SO 
MUCH to pray about.) 
It’s not hard to get discouraged.  It’s only too easy to 
lose hope.  But that’s when I remember the gospel of 
John, and the mental picture of that candle shining in 
the darkness.  Darkness may FEEL powerful and 
pervasive – but never in this world or the next will 
darkness be able to extinguish the light of Christ.  
Jesus brought life into the world, and his life is light 
for all of us.  Christ’s light shines on and on, and nev-
er so much as quivers.  The powers of darkness 
can’t dim Christ’s light even a little.  His light is 

strong, steady, bright, and warm – and Jesus invites 
us to receive his light deep into our hearts and lives, 
where he will continue to make sure it stays strong. 
With that light in our hearts, the darkness cannot over-
come US, either.  And through us, that bright and 
steady light will comfort others, as well. 
Most of us love the hubbub of Christmas – family, 
friends, presents, food, decorations – and they’re all 
just fine.  But if it’s LIGHT we need, hubbub can’t pro-
vide that.  More than anything else, Advent and 
Christmas are seasons to remember Jesus: John the 
Baptist, who announced his coming; Jesus’ humble 
birth, where he was immediately in danger; the life he 
brought us, the reason for his coming.  Christmas cel-
ebrations may make us feel happy … but the light of 
Jesus brings us joy.  And the darkness did not, and 
will not, overcome it. 
Don’t miss a single moment!  From the Live Nativity to 
the candlelight Christmas Eve service, Christ’s light 
burns bright and strong in SPC!  
 
Much love to all of you – 
Susan 



DISCIPLESHIP  
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         5 ON THE 1ST 

          FOR   

            JOSEPH’S PANTRY 

The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th 
and sometimes 5th Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 AM in the conference 
room  Please join us! 

 Goodness &  

    Groceries Ministry  

Our Goodness and Grocer-
ies Ministry  meets on Wednesdays at 
5:00 PM during the school year.  We are 
continuing our partnership with Food De-
pot, Cotton Indian Elementary, Dutchtown 
Middle,  Smith Barnes Elementary, and 
Stockbridge Middle School to ensure no 
child goes hungry on the weekends.   If 
you are looking for a way to serve God by 
serving others, please join us in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  

 

Christmas Basket Ministry 

Our annual Christmas 

Basket event is upon us. 

We will be handing out 

gifts and canned food 

items at the church on Saturday, De-

cember 16, from 10 - 12:00 Noon. 

That leaves just 2 WEEKS. so please 

volunteer soon. We need shoppers!  

Please contact Aaron Roberts at 

arob12001@gmail.com or 678-859-

2767 or send word through the SPC 

Office. It's truly rewarding to help these 

children enjoy their Christmas, so 

please join us. And join soon. Thanks 

and Merry Christmas! 

Live Nativity - December 9th 
 

   The Live Nativity has been part of 
our ministry for years and the com-
munity identifies the Live Nativity 
with Stockbridge Presbyterian 
Church.  This year, December 9 is 
the day for us to present this event 
to our community.  It will start at 6:00 
pm and will close at 7:30 pm.  There 
will be hot chocolate, apple cider, 
and baked goods with lots of fellow-
ship in the Fellowship Hall.  To make 
this event a success we need 
church members to welcome and 
visit with members of our community 
attending, and direct them to the 
Fellowship Hall for the goodies.  We 
also need donations of baked 
goods, hot chocolate and apple ci-
der, and people to help with set-up 
and break down of the Live Nativity.   
   Please sign up to be part of this 
outreach.  There is a sign-up board 
in the Narthex or contact Jo Linda 
Ingram at (770) 957-0397 or at 
jlingram@charter.net.  
   I encourage everyone to bring 
their Stockbridge Presbyterian 
Church spirit and be part of the min-
istry of the Live Nativity. 

     Thornwell Fuzzy Tree 
 
 

 Look, there’s that tree again, 
and it’s looking mighty thin. 

We need to fatten it up,  
with a lot of fuzzy stuff. 

Hats, scarves, PJs, and gloves. 
These things will show all the children,  
how Stockbridge Presbyterian Church           

               loves. 
All the church wants to say is bundle up  

and have a warm and fuzzy day! 
 

The Fuzzy Tree will be in the Narthex for 
your donations through Sunday, Decem-
ber 3rd.  All donations will be sent to the 
Thornwell Home for Children.   
 
Thank you so  much! 

2018 Relay for Life is May 4, 2018 at 

7:00 p.m., Salem Baptist Church Park. 

Stated Meeting - October 17, 2017 
 

Clerk’s Report:   
The Session received a letter from Presbyter-
ian Church (USA) asking SPC to consider 
supporting a pilot project named Freedom 
Rising which addresses the oppression of 
racism damaging the lives of African Ameri-
can males.   
 
The Session received a letter from the Pres-
byterian of Greater Atlanta providing a State-
ment of Giving for 2nd Quarter of 2017.  
 
The Session received a letter from the Pres-
byterian Homes of Georgia thanking SPC for 
our $10.00 gift to the Caring Hands Fund.   
 
The Session received a letter from the Boy 
Scouts of America, Flint River Council an-
nouncing a Recharter Kickoff meeting on 
11/9/17 to distribute Recharter Instruction 
packets and explain the process for this year.   
 
A letter was sent to Hamilton State Bank 
changing the key holder of the SPC safe 
deposit box from Doug Scott to Kim Seal.   
 
The Consent Agenda was approved.    
 
Resources Committee: 
The Session approved the request from 
Troop 65 to use the Fellowship Hall on De-
cember 30, 2017 for an Eagle Ceremony. 
 
The Session approved 2018 SPC operating 
budget.   
 
The Session reviewed September 2017  
financial statements. 
 
Witness Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Discipleship Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Susan discussed the November Stated Ses-
sion meeting will be the week of Thanksgiv-
ing.  The Session agreed to move the No-
vember stated meeting from 11/21/17 to 
11/14/17. 
 
New Business:   
The Session approved two additional Girl 
Scout Troops to use Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00 pm and 
alternate Friday nights opposite the current 
troop. 

Page 3 

  

BEADLE 

 
Dec    3 Jeffrey Cochran 
Dec  10 Arlene Lathrop 
Dec  17 Jim Beisner 
Dec  24 Jason Howard 
Dec  31  Linda Roberts  
  

 LITURGISTS 
 

Dec   3 Jeffrey Cochran   
Dec  10 Arlene Lathrop 
Dec  17 Jim Beisner 
Dec  24 Jason Howard 
Dec  31 Linda Roberts 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
                  
Dec   3  Tami Pass 
Dec  10  Aaron Roberts 
Dec  17 Monica Coutin-Baxter 
Dec  24 Sandra Martin (AM) / TBD (PM)  
Dec  31      Stephanie Dunn 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
Dec   3 The Roberts Family 
Dec  10   Greg Lathrop 
Dec  17 The Howard Family 
Dec  24  The Baxter Family 
Dec  31 Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Every Sunday morning at  
9:00 AM a delicious break-
fast is served in the Fel-
lowship Hall. This is a won-
derful time of fellowship.  
Please consider signing up 
to prepare a breakfast one 
Sunday. The sign up 
sheet is located on the 
refrigerator in the fellow-
ship hall.   

Handbell Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m., right before choir 
practice in the choir room, and will last 45 
minutes.  Any questions please see Doro-
thy  C lark ,  o r  emai l  her  a t 
dec721@gmail.com.   Please come and 
check us out! 

 

Gene and Jeffrey will review 2017 Session 
Minutes. 
 
Kim and Laura will review membership rolls. 
 
Gene requested input from Session members 
concerning the cleaning needs of the church 
in preparation for requesting bids for cleaning 
services.   
 
There being no further business to conduct, 
the meeting was closed with everyone pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Special Meetings: 
 
October 22, 2017 
 
Susan Bennett opened the meeting with 
prayer. 
 
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meet-
ing was to discuss readings in “Our Daily 
Bread” and Chapter 10 in “Sailboat Church” 
and conduct items of new business. 
 
Laura Richardson selected a reading from 
“Our Daily Bread” and discussed the impact 
of the devotional on her.  Further discussion 
by members of the Session followed. 
 
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 10 of 
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members 
described passages they felt important. 
 
The Session disapproved a request from 
Alisa Newsome to use the Fellowship Hall on 
11/12/17 for an event consisting of commer-
cial venders selling items. 
 
The next special meeting will be Sunday 
November 5, 2017. 
 
The reason for the meeting having been ac-
complished, Laura Richardson closed the 
meeting with prayer. 

New Address: 
Peggy Chase 
770 Rock Quarry Rd #106 

       Stockbridge,  GA  30281 

Circle #1 meets the 1st 
Tuesday  @ 12:00 Noon in 
the Conference Room.   

Circle #2 meets the 1st Wednesday @ 5:30 PM in 
the Parlor.     
Both groups meet September - June. 


