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Happy New Year!
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Lola Hankerson
Marie-Anne Coutin-Baxter
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Alex Seal
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Suzie Wharton
Brad Richardson
Chris Grose
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I want to share a story with you. It's the kind
of story that even if you haven't heard it before, you've heard it before. But I need to hear it
again. Everyone does.
Fred Craddock, remarkable story-teller and long-time professor of preaching, grew up in rural Tennessee in the days
of racial segregation. He tells the story of returning to his
home area in west Tennessee at holiday time many years
ago, visiting Buck, an old high school friend, at the restaurant Buck had run for some years. But things were different
this year, so that when Fred entered the restaurant and said,
“Merry Christmas, Buck,” he did not receive the usual welcome, including free coffee and a piece of pie. Instead, Buck
took Fred aside and said, “Let’s go for a cup of coffee.” A
rather confusing request, since they were in a restaurant.
But Fred soon discovered that his friend was struggling with
a moral dilemma, and needed a listening ear.
“Did you see the curtain?” Buck asked.
“I saw the curtain. I always see the curtain,” Fred answered.
What Buck meant by curtain is this: There were a number of
buildings, called shotgun buildings, in that little town—long
buildings with two entrances, front and back, one entrance
off the street and another off the alley. Buck’s restaurant was
in one of those buildings, with white people coming in the
front entrance, black people entering off the alley, the two
groups separated by a curtain and the kitchen.
“Did you see the curtain?” Buck asked again.
“I saw the curtain.”
“The curtain has to come down.”
“Good. Bring it down.”
“That’s easy for you to say. Come in here from out of state
and tell me how to run my business.”
“Okay, leave it up if you must.”
“I can’t leave it up.”
“Well, then take it down.”
“I can’t take it down.” Buck was in terrible shape, and after a
while acknowledged to Fred, “If I take the curtain down, I
lose a lot of my customers. If I leave the curtain up, I lose my
soul.”
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This is the truth that's been on my heart all through Christmas. If you came to Christmas Eve worship, you heard me
talk about this message then.
There are so many curtains. There are curtains between
races, between religions, and between countries. We seem
unable to simply disagree; we must hate those who disagree
with us. Some of us have longstanding estrangements in
our relationships. We hang on to resentments and stay
mad. Old curtains remain up and new ones are hung. I

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

know life is hard. I know people hurt us and sometimes we
just don't WANT to forgive. I know it takes a lot of courage,
most days more than we have, to be willing to humble ourselves and try to make things right with whoever's on the
other side of our curtain.
But I know this, too. I know that God can and will
bring healing for those hurts, if we let him. I know that God
can and will soften our hearts toward others, if we ask him
to. And I know that baby in the manger was the beginning
of God's work of reconciliation on earth. Through his life,
and death, and resurrection, Jesus Christ cleansed us from
sin and tore down every curtain that divided us from God
and from each other. We are truly forgiven and free.
Some days it's just too hard to accept, isn't it? Too hard to
humble ourselves, ask for forgiveness, to let go of being
offended and forgive others. We like our curtains! But
what are those curtains, really, but sin? What if the prayer
Jesus taught us is actually true: "Forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors." Or, as another translation says,
"Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us." Seems to be a real connection about God's forgiveness of us and our forgiveness of others!
It's time to pray. It's time to look honestly at ourselves
and, if our heart is hard, take it to God and ask for his healing. I have curtains hanging in my own life and I'd have a
hard time thinking of someone who doesn't. We so much
need God's grace and forgiveness in our own hearts, our
families, our church -- everywhere! Let's say a relieved
goodbye to 2016 and proclaim 2017 the year of reconciliation!
See you in church -Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS
Jan 8

Epiphany Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
“And the Darkness Did Not Overcome It”

Jan 15

Psalm 40:1-11
John 1:29-42
“What Are You Looking For?”

Jan 22

Isaiah 9:1-4
Matthew 4:12-23
“From Deep Darkness to Great Light”

Jan 29

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Micah 5:1-12
“Knowing and Believing”
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YOUTH NEWS

SESSION NEWS

Happy New Year SPC!

God doesn’t call the qualified,
He qualifies the called!

The youth are officially on a “winter
break” for the holiday. I will be in Tennessee visiting with family for the holiday
from Dec. 25-Jan. 3. Then on Jan. 6 I
will be flying out to South Korea for one
of my seminary courses and returning
on Jan. 21. The youth will be meeting
again on January 29 for a winter party!
We will meet after worship to have
lunch, worship together (bring music or a
guitar!), a candy buffet, and games!
Please be sure to plan around this time
and adjust your schedules so that we
can meet together. Our time together for
fellowship and Bible study is precious
and essential for the success of the
youth group.

Written by Walter Bright

Another important event for the whole
church to keep in mind will be our first
fundraiser on Sunday February 12. We
will be having a “Sweetheart Lunch” following worship and will be taking a love
offering for the youth in preparation for
our summer mission trip! Come ready to
eat and fellowship with one another!
As far as the summer mission trip
goes, I am looking at the last week of
June or the first week of July. I would
love feedback about those weeks so that
we can nail down a date and begin
working towards it as soon as possible. I
know calendars fill up fast in the summer, so let’s be proactive now in order to
have a successful trip together!
My prayer for the New Year is that the
Holy Spirit will fill our group and our
church with the joy of fellowship and a
hunger to explore God’s word. I am excited to continue serving you in 2017!
Let us join in prayer together that this
group grows in mighty ways that honor
God.
New Year Blessings,
Glory Cumbow

.A Word from Ward

Isaac was a day dreamer, Jacob was
a cheater, Peter had a temper and denied Christ, David had an affair and
tried to cover it up with murder, Noah
got drunk. Elisha was suicidal, Jonah
ran from God, Paul was a murderer and
he was way too religious.
Timothy had too many ulcers, Gideon
was insecure, Miriam was a gossiper,
Martha was a worrier, Thomas was a
doubter, Sara was impatient, Elijah was
moody, Rehab was a prostitute, Samson – he liked prostitutes. Isaiah
preached naked for three years, John
the Baptist ate bugs and had second
thoughts about the very Messiah he
baptized.
Jeremiah was way too emotional,
Moses stuttered, Zacchaeus was too
short, Abraham was old and Lazarus
was DEAD. God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called!
I picked this up from a friend’s Facebook status. I don’t know if it is his original stuff, but it sure got my attention.
Never say to yourself, “God can never
use me.” God is not looking for the qualified, he’s looking for people who would
just avail themselves to him. When Jesus called the 12, most of them were
not even educated. Yet, Jesus
equipped them and they turned the
world upside down.
When Paul wrote to the Corinthians,
he told them: “Not many of you were
wise according to worldly standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of
noble birth.” But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even
things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are.
Those whom God calls, He equips.
(Submitted by Linda Hodges)

The Women's Bible Study group
meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and sometimes 5th
Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M. in the conference room. Please join us!

What a wonderful program was rendered
December 18 by the Sanctuary Choir, children, and oboists Arlene Lathrop and Russell
Wilson. I have gotten so many positive comments regarding our offering of predominantly Advent music titled "Emmanuel
Comes." Thank you.
By the way, when is the last time we ever
saw a full choir loft? It happened December
18 when we had 20! We could not have
done it without a dedicated choir and part
time volunteers such as Brooklyn Allen, Glory
Cumbow, Novette Scott, Jill Castillo, and her
son David. We are also blessed to have a
world-class oboist in Arlene Lathrop.
I must give a shout out of congrats to David
Castillo who was the only person in his middle school chorus in Newton County who
made All-State Chorus. David and Jill sang
for me when I was at a little Methodist
Church in their area. We remain very close
and they usually join us to sing every holiday
season since I have been your conductor.
I want to thank Dorothy Clark for her excellent work both at the organ, piano, and as the
excellent conductor of the Handbell
Choir. This is a dedicated group. I encourage you to visit our bells on a Wednesday
late afternoon at 6:00 to see what fun we
have, and if enough are inclined to try it, we
could start putting that third octave of bells to
use.
I want to especially thank the following
children for their contributions: Monica Andrea, Marie-Anne, Maxwell, and La'Kayla for
singing with us. Special recognition goes to
Monica Andrea for playing both the piano and
her violin on successive Sundays. We need
more children like these to come to church.
Please pray for the parents to bring them
regularly!
Finally, thanks to Susan, the Session, and
the congregation for their great support. It is
a pleasure to be your music director.

Mark your calendars!
Relay for Life 2017
April 28, 2017
Venue: Salem Baptist Church
Theme “Toon Out Cancer”
Stay “tooned" for more information!
To Join the SPC Friends Team or to donate go to the
link below.
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/
RFLCY17SA?pg=entry&fr_id=83013

Handbell Rehearsals are on Wednesday
nights at 6:00 p.m., right before choir practice in the choir room, and will last 45
minutes. Any questions please see Dorothy
Clark, or email her at dec721@bellsouth.net.
Please come and check us out!

Clerk’s Report:
The Session received no correspondence since the
last stated meeting.
Jim reminded the committees of requirements for the
2016 annual report and 2017 activities calendar.
Resources Committee:
Approves the Aaron Roberts Family be permitted to
use one of two church pianos to assist with piano lessons.
October 2016 financial statements.
Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Worship & CE Committee:
No issues or recommendations
Pastor’s Report:
Susan reported on the Presbytery meeting held on
11/15/16.
New Business:
No new business was submitted. Aaron provided an
update on the Christmas Basket mission. 30 families
with 86 children.
Called Meeting:
November 6, 2016
Rev. Susan Bennett opened the meeting with prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to
discuss readings in “Jesus Calling” or “Our Daily Bread”,
Chapter 8 in “Sailboat Church” and address two items of
new business.
Kim selected a reading from “Our Daily Bread” and
discussed the impact of the devotional on her. Further
discussion by members of the Session followed.
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 8 of “Sailboat
Church” in which Session members described passages
they felt important.
The Session approved the baptism of Gabriel Newsome on 11/13/16 and Communion at the 11/12/16
Church Retreat.
The Session approved a policy to welcome all children
to worship service.
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Susan Bennett closed the meeting with prayer.
Congregation Meeting:
November 6, 2016
Rev. Susan Bennett called the meeting to order at
12:05 PM. She opened the meeting with prayer and
declared a quorum of 10% of members present.
The first order of business was to elect Elders to the
Class of 2018 and 2019. Sue Sheer, Co-Chair of the
Nominating Committee, introduced her committee members as follows: Kim Seal as Co-Chair, Stephanie Phillips, Tracey Clipper, Jeffery Cochran, Ron Scheer, Jim
Beisner and Peggy Beisner. Sue related to the congregation that the committee not only prayerfully considered
the suggestions presented by the congregation but also
closely reviewed the church rolls seeking individuals who
felt called to serve as an Elder utilizing their time and
talents. The following slate was presented: Jeffery
Cochran, Stephanie Phillips 2019 and Laura Richardson
2018. Sue asked if there were any nominations from the
congregation. A motion was made and seconded to
close the nominations. The above slate of candidates
was elected unanimously.
The second order of business was to present the 2017
Church Budget which was approved by the Session at a
stated meeting on September 20, 2016. Jim Beisner,
Clerk of Session, discussed Resource Committee’s
decision to continue to use a missional budget
(Attachment I) that would demonstrate how the church’s

financial resources would be allocated to support the
adopted strategic plan’s six (6) areas (fellowship, worship
and music, building use, congregational nurturing radical
giving and community outreach). He further explained
that each item which included staff salaries, from the
operations budget was placed into one of these 6 areas.
The last order of business was to present the terms of
call for Rev. Bennett for the coming year. Jim Beisner
informed the congregation that the terms of call had
changed because of the 3% pay increase that had been
approved by Session for Rev. Bennett. The congregation
approved the following terms of call:
Salary and Housing
Benefits Plan:
Medical/Retirement
Dental
Social Security
Continuing Education
Automobile Expense
Business Expense
Book Allowance

$60,542

$22,098
$ 932
$ 4,472
$ 1,000
$ 3,600
$ 1,500
$ 600

The purposes for which this meeting was called having
been accomplished, Rev. Bennett closed the meeting
with prayer.

SAVE THE DATE!
19TH ANNUAL SPC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thursday, May 18, 2017
Volunteers and door prizes
Are always needed and appreciated!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BEADLE
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

8
15
22
29

Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
Judy Simmons
Tracey Clipper
LITURGISTS

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

8
15
22
29

Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
Christina Pratt
Sue Scheer
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

8
15
22
29

Monica Baxter
John Dunn
Aaron Roberts
Tami Pass

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

1
8
15
22
29

Stephanie Dunn & Diana Taylor
The Mani Family
The Rasar Family
Tami Pass & Alisa Newsome
Nancy Bryant & Phyllis Howard

