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Happy July to you! You've all heard me preach
many times about how necessary it is for every
Presbyterian church -- including ours -- to entertain
change if we want to survive. In my reading today I
found a blog post that says it all very accurately
and eloquently, and, instead of writing my own newsletter article
this month, I'd like to share with you one written by Rev. Dr.
James Emery White, pastor of Mecklenburg Community Church in
Charlotte, NC, and a professor at Gordon-Cromwell Theological
Seminary. What he has to say makes sense to me. Let me know
what you think.
One of the key issues for any organization, particularly the
church, is not the efficiency of the organization (which is doing
things right), but its effectiveness (which is doing the right things).
The church must rethink its current processes in order to determine if it will effectively fulfill the Great Commission. As the ancient Chinese proverb says, "If we do not change direction, we are
likely to end up where we are headed."
The church is far more than a human enterprise that rises or
falls on the management and organization we bring to its efforts.
All our efforts are worthless apart from the energizing presence
and power of God (See Ps. 127:1). Yet we must avoid a pious
irresponsibility that produces passive believers who, as pastor
Rick Warren says, "use spiritual-sounding excuses to justify a
church's failure to grow." The balance is found in Proverbs 21:31:
"The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests
with the Lord." Victory rests with God, but we must prepare the
horse to the best of our abilities.
Rethinking may mean that the church has to change. Difficult as
this may be, it is absolutely essential. It will prove ruinous if the
church allows itself to maintain a business-as-usual approach.
The change a church undergoes, however, cannot be merely
cosmetic. It must go beyond "tinkering" – making small adjustments here and there to structure and format – to "restructuring" –
introducing new models and changes to adapt with our everchanging culture.
At the same time, change does not have to mean compromise.
Interestingly, even such a dispassionate observer as the Atlantic
Monthly noted that innovative churches "may be market-driven,
culturally sensitive and cutting-edge, but this does not make
[them] 'progressive' or 'liberal' on the fundamentals." Author and
pastor Gene Getz reminds us that this was the pattern for the New
Testament church. He notes that what the early Christians said
was consistent; the way they said it and how they went about
such things as ministry or evangelism varied from situation to
situation. They considered the directives as absolute, but their
methods were relative and merely served to accomplish divine
ends. There is no reason this first century paradigm cannot continue to operate in the church of the 21st century.
But along with a rethinking of processes, the church must rethink its attitude.
As I've often written, I fear that the contemporary church has
become marked by a narcissistic attitude that places the individual
needs and desires of the believer at the center of attention. The
attitude is that the church exists for me and my needs; I do not
exist for the church and its needs. As a result, the desire is not to

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor
learn how to feed ourselves – much less to feed others – but to
be fed. Ministry is that which happens to us, not something that
we make happen for others. Worship is evaluated by what we get
out of it, not by what we give to God through it. Unless confronted, this attitude will inhibit the growth and effectiveness of the
church far more than even the most archaic and dysfunctional of
processes.
And this may involve the greatest rethinking of all.
The church is on a mission; it has a cause. The purpose of the
church is to fulfill the Great Commission. We do not grow in
Christ for our own sake, but for the sake of the cause.
And this is the attitude that must be recaptured for the church:
people willing to step up to the plate, to become part of something larger than themselves – something that will live on for
eternity. The church is the hope of the world, and unless we rethink our processes and, more importantly, our attitude, we will
lose this generation for Christ.
One of the great scholars of the Renaissance, Erasmus, told a
mythical tale about Jesus' return to heaven after His time on
earth. The angels gathered around Him to learn what had happened. Jesus told them of His miracles, His teaching, and then of
His death and resurrection.
When He finished, Michael the archangel asked, "But Lord,
what happens now?"
Jesus answered, "I have left behind eleven faithful men who will
declare my message and express my love. These faithful men
will establish and build my church."
"But," responded Michael, "what if these men fail? What then?"
And Jesus answered, "I have no other plan."
There is no other plan outside the church for God's redemptive
work. It rests in our hands and in our hearts.
So let the rethinking begin… and begin now.
Much love to you all. See you in church -- Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS

Jul

2

God & Country Service
2 Chronicles 7:12-16
Isaiah 2:1-4, 11:1-9
“Praying for World Peace”

Jul 9

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
“Unanswered Prayer”

Jul 16

Genesis 25:19-34
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
“Rooted in Prayer”

Jul 23

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Philippians 4:1-7
“Might As Well Pray!”

Jul 30

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39
“Praying Without Words”
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Prayer Journey
by K. J. Kehler - Thoughts about God

Have you ever taken the time to evaluate your journey with God? Are you growing in your love relationship with Him? You
may be thinking, “Can you really know if
you are growing spiritually?”
Yes, there are ways you can evaluate
your spiritual growth. One way is to think
through your prayer journey. Are you praying more? Because prayer is talking with
God, ask yourself if your communication
with Him is getting better.
I encourage you to take the time to think
through your prayer journey. The following
are some of the elements in my prayer
journey that show me if I am growing spiritually:
Trust in His Promises
Am I trusting God and His promises
more than I did twelve months ago?
“Up to this time, you have not asked a
single thing in my name; but now ask and
keep on asking and you will receive, so
that your joy may be full” (John 16:25).
Ask Specifically
Am I asking for specific things, or do I
pray generally? You will recognize when
your prayers are answered if you ask specifically.
“For God is at work within you, helping
you want to obey him. And then helping
you do what He wants” (Philippians 2:13).
Intercession
Am I praying for others on a regular basis?
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests,
prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be
made for everyone” (1Timothy 2:1).
Cultivate a Quiet Heart
Do I have a quiet heart? Panic and
peace cannot occupy the same place.
“When He gives quietness, who then can
make trouble?” (Job 34:29).
Resting, Trusting, Leaning
Do I trust and rest in God, or do I let
circumstances determine my feelings?
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“But I have stilled and quieted my
soul...” (Psalm 131:2).
Thankfulness, Praise and Worship
“A single grateful thought toward
heaven is the most complete prayer.” Gotthold Lessing
Spiritual Warfare
Do you dress yourself with the armor
of God each day?
“For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against rulers, against
authorities, against the powers of the
dark world and against the forces of
evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians
5:12).
Pray Without Ceasing
Talk to God about everything.
“Pray continually” (1 Thessalonians
5:17).
“The real reason for prayer is intimacy
with our Father.” - Oswald Chambers
Father, we know You want to have a
close, growing relationship with us.
Lord, we also want to know You more.
Deep within our souls we want to know
You. Amen.

God & Country Service
July 2, 2017
At 11:00 a.m.
5 ON THE 1ST
FOR
JOSEPH’S PANTRY

We are looking forward to Kids Kamp
2017! Calling all volunteers, especially
those who love Jesus ☺!!
SPC will be taking Vacation Bible School
(VBS) to our neighbors! On Saturdays,
September 30 and October 7 from 112:00 p.m., we will be taking VBS to The
Mill Community and need your help! [The
Mill is on Hwy 138 just east of I-675.]
We will need volunteers to teach, play
games, set up and tear down. We’ll also
need donations of cookies, brownies,
drinks, (Capri Sun pouches) and hotdog
buns for at least 30 kids. Does this sound
like you?
The immediate need is to secure the
volunteers so we can form the VBS committee. Ideas are already flowing and we
really need help in bringing the vision into
fruition. If you would like to be a part of
this Outreach Ministry to our neighbors,
please let us know.
In service,
Laura & Stephanie
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your loving support always, but especially during Charles' illness and passing. The prayers, calls, cards, visits, food, and
the preparation for the reception and service
confirmed the great love you have for our family! We love you!
Sara Moseley and Family
––
I just want to say again thank you SPC family
for all the prayers, the messages, the cards,
and food during this difficult time for me and
my family. We couldn't have come through the
last surgery and chemo without all of you! One
more test and one more surgery to go and
hopefully, this long cancer journey will be over.
Again, we thank you from the bottom of our
hearts.
Much love,
Kim Seal and Family

Clerk’s Report:
The Session received no communications
to this date.
There were no items for the Consent Agenda.

The Choir will be taking a well deserved break for the month of July.
They will resume on Aug 2nd.
And the Handbell Choir will breaking
for the months of July and August.
They will resume in September.
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM a
delicious breakfast is served in the
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful
time of fellowship.
Please consider signing up to prepare
a breakfast one Sunday. The sign up
sheet is located on the refrigerator in
the fellowship hall.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE
This year we are helping provide supplies
for all 4 of our G&G schools: Cotton Indian Elementary, Dutchtown Middle, Smith
Barnes Elementary, and Stockbridge Middle. Please leave items in the box provided in the Narthex. Questions? Contact
Arlene Lathrop or Jeffrey Cochran. Our
kids thank you!
Backpack book bags
2” Binders
Board games (such as Checkers, Connect Four)
Clorox wipes
Colored copy paper
Colored pencils
Composition notebooks
Crayons
Expo Markers
Glue Sticks
Hand Sanitizer
Highlighters
Kleenex
Lunch Bags
Lysol
Markers
Math Graphing Paper
Mechanical Pencils
Notebook Paper
PENCILS!!!!
Pens (blue/black ink)
Pocket Folders
Poster Boards (various colors)
Presentation Boards

Resources Committee:
No issues or recommendations.

The Session approved moving the date of
the May stated meeting from May 16, 2017 to
May 7, 2017 following the conclusion of the
special meeting.
The reason for the meeting having been
accomplished, Jeffrey Cochran closed the
meeting with prayer.

No financial statements were available to be
reviewed.
Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Discipleship Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Pastor’s Report:
Susan had no report.
New Business:
A motion was made by Gene Ingram to
approve placing concrete for the floor of the
white barn. Jeffrey Cochran seconded. The
concrete and labor are being donated. The
motion was passed.
Jeffrey Cochran made a motion to combine
future stated and special meetings. Laura
Richardson seconded the motion. Discussion ensued on the pros and cons of combined sessions. The Session decided to
table the motion and revisit it at the June
stated meeting and to pray about the motion.
There being no further business to conduct,
the meeting was closed with everyone praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Special Meetings:
May 7 2017
Susan Bennett opened the meeting with
prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to discuss readings in “Our Daily
Bread” and Chapter 9 in “Sailboat Church”
and conduct items of new business.
Jeffrey Cochran selected a reading from “Our
Daily Bread” and discussed the impact of the
devotional on him. Further discussion by
members of the Session followed.
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 9 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members
described passages they felt important.

The Women's Bible Study group is taking a
break for the summer. They will resume on
Thursday, August 3, 2017. Enjoy your summer!
In the past your support in paying
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta
per capita has been greatly appreciated. The Session is again asking your support with per capita in
2017 by providing a gift of $23.00
per SPC member. Thank you.
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Jul 2
Jul 9
Jul 16
Jul 23
Jul 30

BEADLE
Linda Roberts
Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
Judy Simmons
Tracey Clipper

Jul 2
Jul 9
Jul 16
Jul 23
Jul 30

LITURGISTS
Linda Roberts
Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
TBD
Sue Scheer

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Jul 2
John Dunn
Jul 9
Monica Coutin-Baxter
Jul 16
Stephanie Dunn
Jul 23
Aaron Roberts
Jul 30
Tami Pass
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Jul 2
Jul 9
Jul 16
Jul 23
Jul 30

Greg Lathrop
Phyllis Howard
The Baxter Family
Stephanie Dunn & Diana Taylor
The Roberts Family

