
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

  7:00   AA Mtg. 

2 
 

3 
 
 

4   

     Communion  
     Pentecost Sunday 
     12:30  Called  
                Session Mtg.   

 
(Jeffrey Cochran) 

5  

7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

6 
6:30   Discipleship Meeting       
   

7 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
   

 

8 
10:00    Bridge Family Baskets 
  7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
  

9 
   

10 
 

11   

 
                  

 
     (Arlene Lathrop) 

12 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

13 

7:00      Boy Scouts 
 

  

14 

7:30 AM    AA Mtg. 
6:00          Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00          Choir Rehearsal 

 

15      

   5:30    Resources Meeting 
   7:00    AA Mtg.     

  

16 
 

 

17 

 

18  
   Happy Father’s Day 

 
   11:00 Celebrate the  
             Gifts of Men 
   12:15 Witness Mtg. 

 
 

(Jim Beisner) 

19 

7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

20 
7:00     Boy Scouts 
7:00     Stated Session Mtg. 
 

21 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

22 
   7:00    AA Mtg. 

     

23 
 

24 

 

 

25    

 
       

(Jason Howard) 

26 
7:00   AA Mtg. 

27 
7:00    Boy Scouts 

28 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 

29 
  7:00     AA Mtg. 

30  
 

 

     

  

JUNE 2017 

Jun  1    Scott Maccombie 
Jun  1    John Wells 
Jun  5    Danny Sierra 
Jun  6    Mary Carol Stanley 
Jun  8    Thelma Newsome 
Jun 10   Charles Fisher 
Jun 11   Lazaro Benitez 
Jun 13   Carly Keller 
Jun 14   Isabella Newsome 
Jun 15   Dorothy Clark 
Jun 19   Breana Huggins 
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

J u n e  2 0 1 7  

 
Jun   4    Pentecost Sunday 
  John 7:37-39 
  Acts 2:1-21 
  “Thrive!” 
 
Jun  11 Matthew 28:16-20 
  2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
  “The View Through the Veil” 
    
Jun  18  Celebrate the Gifts of Men 
  Guest Preacher - Jack Shedd  
         
Jun  25   Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
  Matthew 10:34-39 
  “A Cross to Bear”               

   You know, don’t you, there’s so much that 
happens around here that just doesn’t make 
sense? For instance, I learned this morning 
that our Relay for Life Team, SPC Friends, 
raised $7182.95 this year for cancer research 

funding.  That’s ridiculous – we’re just a small church!  On a 
good Sunday, there are maybe 80 people in the pews at 
11:00.  But here’s the thing about our church: we may be 
small, but we’re MIGHTY. 
   Every Wednesday evening for the last few years, a small 
group of folks have been getting together in Fellowship Hall 
and filling food bags for anywhere from 80-120 school kids, 
depending on the need.  We now partner with FOUR Henry 
County schools! Pretty amazing for a small church!  But 
we’re mighty! 
   Every Christmas, our G&G kids and their families receive 
incredibly generous Christmas baskets.  It’s a huge under-
taking, the whole congregation gets involved, and one year 
we helped 122 children!  A church our size should NOT be 
able to do that – but we’re mighty! 
   This year, the Witness Committee is also planning a  
Back-to-School drive where we’ll collect school supplies for 
our four G&G schools.  Are you seeing a pattern here?  We 
want to help make sure children in our community have 
enough food, enough supplies, and enough attention to 
remind them that Jesus loves them and we do, too. 
   So if that’s ALL we did, that would be amazing.  But it’s 
not.  Last fall we loved our neighbors by reaching out to 
folks in the Pine Hills MHC with lunch, games, kids’ activi-
ties, conversation, and friendship.   This fall we’ll be taking 
Bible school to The Mill MHC just over the line into Rex.  
The Live Nativity is a huge undertaking and brings the 
neighborhood (literally) to our front door.  The work of the 
Muffin Brigade also involves reaching out to our neighbors, 
in hopes of turning them into friends.  And Joseph’s Pantry 
has been faithfully feeding families in need for many years. 
   How does our small but mighty church do all this?  Well, 
we have an annual Yard Sale and the Golf Tournament, 
fundraisers whose profits go directly to our Witness minis-
tries.  But I think it’s safe to say that all these ministries are 
accomplished because the people of SPC are both loving 
and generous – with their finances, their time, and their 
skills.  You all are terrific! 
   So … WHY do we do all this?  There’s really only one 
reason, divided into two parts, instructions straight from 
Jesus himself:  We love God, and we love others.  When 
we follow the example Jesus gave us in the gospels, we 
spend our time (just as he did) reaching out to the poor, the 
hungry, the outcasts.  And we love our neighbor as our-
selves. 

   SPC and I have served God together since January of 
2009, and you all have taught me more about love than I 
ever knew before.  Some of you have been each other’s 
dear friends for 50 years or more.  You care deeply about 
each other, help and serve each other.  You weep with 
those who weep, and celebrate with those who celebrate.  
You love each other’s children and grandchildren.  You put 
up with everybody’s quirks and continue to love.  You are 
bound forever at the heart, and your loyalty to one another 
never falters.  There’s such strength in that, such life and 
promise.  There’s so much love, in fact, that it spills over 
into the community and through you, the Spirit is touching 
the lives and hearts of more people than we’ll ever know 
about.  Small but mighty! 
   Yes, it would be wonderful if every pew was full on Sun-
day mornings, the Sunday School rooms were bursting at 
the seams, and there was a line out the front door!  I don’t 
know what God has in store for SPC in the future, but this I 
believe with all my heart:  as long as we are loving God and 
loving others, as long as we’re offering God’s love and care 
to our neighbors, as long as we’re eager to help and serve 
each other and our community – God has a use for a 
church like that, and he’ll KEEP US MIGHTY! 
   Speaking of love – I love each one of you, and I’m thank-
ful every day for the love you show me.   
 
See you in church – 
 
Susan 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

Volume 17 Issue 6 
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DISCIPLESHIP   

   Pentecost 2017; the day to celebrate the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Je-
sus after his Ascension!  Mark your calendars 
for June 4… You will not want to miss our ser-
vice! 

  
Acts 2:1–6: 

When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place.2 Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem 
God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard their own lan-
guage being spoken. 
  
Blessings, 

Laura & Stephanie 

What It Means to Follow Christ 
by David Platt 
 
Editor's Note: This article is an excerpt from 
the Radical Small-Group Study by David Platt. 
 
   No one could ever accuse Jesus of being a 
great public-relations guy. Who else but Jesus 
would make it His practice to disperse crowds 
with difficult and controversial teachings when 
it would have been so easy to rally an army? 
Who else but Jesus would choose to continu-
ally insult the power structure of His time ra-
ther than try to make influential friends in high 
places? Who else but Jesus would align Him-
self with the lowest and the least of His socie-
ty, those with no political clout or social stand-
ing? 
   But that's what Jesus did. That's what He's 
still doing. Perhaps with all of our educational 
advancements, the multiplicity of Bible studies 
and books available to us, and the abundance 
of churches in many parts of the world, we've 
forgotten that following Jesus isn't like choos-
ing which flavor of syrup you want in your 
coffee. 
   The call to follow Jesus is a call to forsake 
everyone and everything other than Him. It's a 
call to a radical abandonment. 
Leave It 
   Picture the scene with me. It's a clear day 
out on the lake. Two brothers are fishing, and 
the catch is good. They already know this is 
going to be a good day, and they're excited 
about totaling up the final catch at day's end. 
They hear someone talking to them from the 
shore a short way off. They shield their eyes 
from the sun and cock their heads to listen. 
They're able to distinctly make out the two 
words that would change the rest of their lives: 
"Follow Me." 
   "Follow Me." These two words contained 
radical implications for the lives of the disci-
ples. In a time when the sons of fishers were 
also fishers, these men would have grown up 
around the sea. Fishing was the source of 
their livelihood and all they'd ever known. It 
represented everything familiar and natural to 
them. 
   That's what Jesus was calling them away 
from. 
   By calling these men to leave their boats, 
Jesus was calling them to abandon their ca-
reers. When He called them to leave their 
nets, He was calling them to abandon their 
possessions. When He called them to leave 
their father in the boat by himself, He was 
calling them to abandon their family and 
friends. Ultimately, Jesus was calling them to 
abandon themselves. 

   The men were leaving certainty for un-
certainty, safety for danger, and self-
preservation for self-denunciation. Let's put 
ourselves in the positions of these eager 
followers of Jesus in the first century. What 
if you were the one stepping out of the 
boat? What if you were the potential disci-
ple being told to drop your nets? What if it 
were your father asking where you were 
going? 
The Idea of Following Jesus 
   This is where we need to pause to con-
sider whether we're starting to redefine 
Christianity. We have to give up everything 
we have to follow Jesus. But slowly, subtly, 
we have reduced following Jesus to the 
idea of following Jesus. 
   We do this in all sorts of ways. We ration-
alize Jesus' demanding teachings: "Of 
course, Jesus wasn't actually telling you to 
abandon your family. And of course, He 
wasn't really saying to leave everything 
behind to follow Him." 
   While it's true that Jesus didn't-and 
doesn't-require everyone to leave their 
father and their occupation to follow Him, 
He does require absolute obedience and 
commitment. Rather than joyfully embrac-
ing His call, we have the self-serving ten-
dency to water it down to be theoretical 
sacrifice and hypothetical abandonment. 
We want to follow a Jesus that doesn't 
require anything of us. 
   In essence, we've redefined Christianity. 
We've given in to the dangerous temptation 
to take the Jesus of the Bible and twist Him 
into a version of Jesus we're more comfort-
able with. It's a Jesus who's OK with our 
materialism, fine with nominal devotion that 
doesn't require any sacrifice, and pleased 
with a brand of faith that requires attend-
ance on Sunday but no real commitment in 
day-to-day life. 
   But I wonder if I could help you push 
through the haze of self-justification and 
ask a simple question as we study the 
words of Christ together: What if He was 
actually serious? 
 
(Submitted by Linda Hodges) 

Sunday, June 4th 

The 19th Annual Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church Golf 
tournament was held on 
Thursday, May 18th and was 

a big success raising over $4000 for our 
Outreach Ministries.  All of the members 
of the Witness committee want to sin-
cerely thank all the members for their 
support. 

 

 
Clerk’s Report:   
The Session received a letter from Palmetto 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in Mt. Pleasant, 
SC asking for a letter of transfer for Betty 
Pickren. 
               
The Session received a letter from the Pres-
bytery of Greater Atlanta providing a giving 
statement for 2016. 
 
The Consent Agenda was approved. 
   
Resources Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
March 2017 financial statement was re-
viewed. 
    
Witness Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
  
Discipleship Committee: 
The Session approved an outreach program 
for VBS type setting at The Mill Trailer Park 
on September 30, 2017 & October 7, 2017 
from 11—2:00 p.m.  Lunch menu and activi-
ties to be determined, once submitted to 
session for approval.   
 
The Session approved Glory Cumbow to end 
her position as Youth Director the end of May 
2017, due to lack of involvement from the 
youth.   
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Susan discussed several issues concerning 
the church.   
 
New Business:   
The Abbotts contacted Laura and resigned 
as preparers of communion sacraments ef-
fective this month.   
 
The Session approved adding preparing the 
communion sacraments to the Head Elder 
responsibilities. 
 
There being no further business to conduct, 
the meeting was closed with everyone pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Special Meetings: 
April 2, 2017 
 
Susan Bennett opened the meeting with 
prayer.   
 
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meet-
ing was to discuss reading in “Our Daily 
Bread”  and Chapter 8 in “Sailboat Church”. 
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 SESSION NEWS 

BEADLE 
       
 
Jun   4 Jeffrey Cochran 
Jun  11 Arlene Lathrop 
Jun  18 Jim Beisner 
Jun  25      Jason Howard  
  

 LITURGISTS 
 
Jun   4 Jeffrey Cochran 
Jun  11 Arlene Lathrop 
Jun  18 Jim Beisner 
Jun  25  Jason Howard 
 
           CHILDREN’S SERMON 
                   
 
Jun   4 John Dunn 
Jun  11 Aaron Roberts 
Jun  18 Monica Coutin-Baxter 
Jun  25      Tami Pass 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
 
Jun   4        Nancy Bryant & Diana Taylor 
Jun  11 Tami Pass & Alisa Newsome  
Jun  18 The Roberts Family 
Jun  25 The Clipper Family 

  In the past your support in paying 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
per capita has been greatly appre-
ciated.  The Session is again ask-
ing your support with per capita in 
2017 by providing a gift of $23.00 
per  SPC member.  Thank you. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Every Sunday morning at  9:00 AM a 
delicious breakfast is served in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful 
time of fellowship.  
Please consider signing up to pre-
pare a breakfast one Sunday. The 
sign up sheet is located on the 
refrigerator in the fellowship hall.   

Handbell Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m., right before choir prac-
tice in the choir room, and will last 45 
minutes.  Any questions please see Dorothy 
Clark, or email her at dec721@gmail.com.   
Please come and check us out! 

 

Jim Beisner selected a reading from “Our 
Daily Bread” and discussed the impact of the 
devotional on him.  Further discussion by 
members of the Session followed. 
 
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 9 of 
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members 
described passages they felt important.   
 
The next Special Session Meeting will be on 
May 7, 2017 at 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.   
 
The reason for the meeting having been ac-
complished,  Susan Bennett closed the meet-
ing with prayer. 

 
Thank you to everyone 
who donated to Relay for 
Life - SPC Friends Team.  
The event was another 
huge success.   

The total donations for the SPC 
Friends Team for this year is 
$7182.95.  Way to go SPC! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26954a

