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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church
4740 North Henry Blvd.
Stockbridge, GA 30281
Phone: 770.474.7777
Fax: 770.474.7775
Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

7:30 AM
5:00
5:30
6:00
7:00

5

6

7

13

14

19

20

21

12:15 Witness Meeting

7:00 AA Mtg.

12:15 Called Session
Meeting

7:00 AA Mtg.

12:00 PW #1 Meeting
6:30 Discipleship Mtg.
7:00 Boy Scouts

8

7:30 AM
5:00
6:00
7:00

AA Mtg.
G&G
PW #2 Meeting
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

AA Mtg.
G &G
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.

5:30 Resources Meeting
7:00 AA Mtg.

7:00 Girl
Scouts

(Linda Roberts)

12

11:00 Veterans’ Day
Service
12:00 Congregational
Meeting

7:00 AA Mtg.

9:00
9:00
7:00
7:00

Early Risers
Presbytery Meeting
Boy Scouts
Stated Session Mtg.

15

7:30 AM
5:00
6:00
7:00

AA Mtg.
G&G
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.

(Stephanie Dunn)

(Paul Szeto)

26

22

7:30 AM AA Mtg.

Happy Thanksgiving!
(Office Closed)

Thanksgiving Break — School’s Out

27

28

29

7:00 AA Mtg.

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:30 AM
5:00
6:00
7:00

(Aaron Roberts)

Nov 8
Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 14
Nov 14
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 20
Nov 27
Nov 27

Gene Park
Sally Smith
Carrie Keller
E. G. Mani
Diana Taylor
Barbara Anne Bailey
Aaron Roberts
Bettye Cochran
Michael Bennett
Justin Palmer

30
AA Mtg.
G&G
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.
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The Church At The Bridge

Happy November! You know what this
means: Thanksgiving is almost upon us
and Christmas is right around the corner.
Does this make you feel nervous or elated? I think most of us can agree on the idea that
time just seems to be going by faster and faster.
Wasn’t it just Lent?
If this is November, that means October (aka Pastor Appreciation Month) is behind us for another
year. I was shocked and thrilled with the huge surprise you all gave me on Homecoming Sunday!
Whoever organized it isn’t admitting anything, but
one thing I know for sure: you all know how to keep a
secret! You absolutely flat-out shocked the heck out
of me. Now I’m finding out that I was the ONLY person who didn’t know what was going on! I just wasn’t expecting such an outpouring of generosity and
affection.
A friend of mine who served the same church for
over 25 years, told me once that it takes a congregation about 5 years just to start getting used to a new
pastor. START getting used to him/her? But you
know, I think my friend was about right. For the first
while, the pastor who left is still uppermost in people’s minds. Comparisons are endless – but inevitable! We just get used to the same person, doing
things the same way, and when a change happens it
feels big, and isn’t always welcome. So it takes a
good long while. And sure enough, some kind of
conflict is next on the agenda, which we’ve certainly
gone through. (Well, in fact, there’s no such thing as
NO conflict in a church or anywhere else! Learning
how to deal with it in a constructive way, not in a DEstructive way, is what we work towards.)
Maybe the relationship between pastor and congregation is like any other relationship. You’re not
always “feelin’ the love”! But your commitment to
each other, and to your goals and beliefs, keeps you
together until the FEELINGS start coming back.
Maybe? You can decide that for yourself! But regardless, on October 15th I got the best surprise of
my life and cried many tears as I read your notes,
letters, and cards.
Of course, it’s always lovely to be on the receiving

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

end of compliments and approval! Honestly? It always embarrasses me, but I love it. And what really
touched me was that the particular things you said
about me are the things I most love to hear. You
used words like “real” and “authentic” and “down-toearth.” You said my teaching and sermons have
helped make scripture more clear and alive for you.
You said you think my jokes are funny! (What’s better
than THAT?) And you said I make you feel like I’m
just the same as you and we’re all in this together –
which is the absolute truth. So the basket was filled
with treasures that really did make me cry with happiness.
But do you know what I saw and understood MOST
of all as I read your notes? I realized – once again –
that you all are the most loving, forgiving, and generous people I’ve ever known. I realized that you love
your church, your calling, each other, and your pastor.
I realized again that your hearts and lives are faithful
to the Lord and your desire to follow him is stronger
than ever. I realized that you come out on the other
side of the hard times wiser and more grounded.
You’re just amazing! And I’m humbled and delighted
to serve God with you! Thank you, thank you.
Much love to each of you – Susan
UPCOMING SERMONS

Nov 5

1 Corinthians 11:23-32
Revelation 19:6-10
“Sunday Supper”

Nov 12

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
“Foundations of Discipleship”

Nov 19

Psalm 117
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Rejoice and Give Thanks”

Nov 26

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Matthew 25:31-46
“The Lord of Mercy”
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DISCIPLESHIP

September 30th & October 7th will go down
in history as a truly amazing experience for our
SPC family to take the “Super Hero” to the
local community, The Mill. Many children and
parents came out to share the opportunity for
fellowship with crafts, games, and lunch. As
the children arrived, it was amazing to see
many of them wearing various superhero shirts
and excited to attend. Our goal was to build
relationships with this community and to share
God’s love but, most of all to help them to see
the Superhero that lives within them, Jesus. It
takes many volunteers and hours of effort to
pull off events such as this, but perhaps the
greatest reward was seeing the happiness on
each child’s face and hearing their request for
us to return soon. To all who offered their
time, donations, monetary funds, and prayers,
thank you for being such an amazing church
family. We are already looking forward to what
next year may bring!
As the fall season has arrived and the holidays are rapidly approaching, we often find
ourselves caught in the business of the chaos
of schedules. May we be thankful for each
moment granted and to share Christ’s love
with all we meet!
The signup sheets for poinsettias will be in
the bulletins here in the near future. What
beauty these bring to our sanctuary!
May God keep you in his warm and comforting embrace,
Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola

The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and
sometimes 5th Thursday of the month at 10:00
AM in the conference room Please join us!

5 ON THE 1ST
FOR
JOSEPH’S PANTRY

Sunday, Nov. 5th

Stated Meeting - September 19, 2017

Christmas Basket Ministry

Clerk’s Report:
No communications reported.

As the Christmas season approaches,
please prayerfully consider adopting a child
or two for our Christmas Basket Ministry.
There will be more information in the next
few weeks on how you can support this
important ministry.

The Consent Agenda was approved.
Resources Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Discipleship Committee:
The session approved an off campus gathering for TAG (Taking Action Group) on October 7, 2017 and November 4, 2017.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Bennett reported both Hemphill Presbyterian and Kelley Presbyterian are in pastoral transition. Ways to help were discussed.
New Business:
A review of the session procedures when
being confronted with complaints or concerns
pertaining to the church, personnel, or members of the congregation from any individual.
It was agreed by all that the procedures
would be followed and the only comments
would be the following:

Live Nativity - December 9th
The Live Nativity has been part of our
ministry for years and the community identifies the Live Nativity with Stockbridge Presbyterian Church. This year, December 9 is
the day for us to present this event to our
community. It will start at 6:00 pm and will
close at 7:30 pm. There will be hot chocolate, apple cider, and baked goods with lots
of fellowship in the Fellowship Hall. To
make this event a success we need church
members to welcome and visit with members of our community attending, and direct
them to the Fellowship Hall for the goodies.
We also need donations of baked goods,
hot chocolate and apple cider, and people
to help with set-up and break down of the
Live Nativity.
Please sign up to be part of this outreach.
There is a sign-up board in the Narthex or
contact Jo Linda Ingram at (770) 957-0397
or at jlingram@charter.net.
I encourage everyone to bring their
Stockbridge Presbyterian Church spirit and
be part of the ministry of the Live Nativity.

Our Goodness and Groceries Ministry
meets on Wednesdays at 5:00 PM during
the school year. We are continuing our
partnership with Food Depot, Cotton Indian Elementary, Dutchtown Middle, Smith
Barnes Elementary, and Stockbridge Middle School to ensure no child goes hungry
on the weekends. If you are looking for a
way to serve God by serving others,
please join us in the Fellowship Hall.

What a church! What great people!
This church family is one of the
finest!
Thank you again for everything you
did for Tom and I, while we were homebound.
We could have never made it without all of
you! The food, cards, prayers, and visits
were wonderful!
Thank you, Carolyn & Tom Francis

In the past your support in
paying the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta per capita has been
greatly appreciated. The Session is again asking your support with per capita in 2017 by
providing a gift of $23.00 per
SPC member. Thank you.

Goodness &
Groceries Ministry

1. Ask what they would like you to do with
their information.
2. Offer to take the information including
names and dates to the session.
3. Invite the individual to meet with the session themselves.
There being no further business to conduct,
the meeting was closed with everyone praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Special Meetings:
September 24, 2017
Susan Bennett opened the meeting with
prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to discuss readings in “Our Daily
Bread” and Chapter 10 in “Sailboat Church”
and conduct items of new business.
Kim Seal selected a reading from “Our Daily
Bread” and discussed the impact of the devotional on her. Further discussion by members of the Session followed.

Susan led a discussion on Chapter 10 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members
described passages they felt important.
The Session approved 3% salary increase for
each staff member.

Welcome New Member!

Annetta Harper
33 Johnson’s Walk
Stockbridge, GA 30281
678-289-9943

The next special meeting will be Sunday,
October 22, 2017.

Every Sunday morning at
9:00 AM a delicious breakfast is served in the Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful time of fellowship.
Please consider signing up
to prepare a breakfast one
Sunday. The sign up
sheet is located on the
refrigerator in the fellowship hall.

The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Kim Seal closed the meeting
with prayer.
Thornwell Fuzzy Tree
Look, there’s that tree again,
and it’s looking mighty thin.
We need to fatten it up,
with a lot of fuzzy stuff.
Hats, scarves, PJs, and gloves.
These things will show all the children,
how Stockbridge Presbyterian Church loves.
All the church wants to say is bundle up
and have a warm and fuzzy day!
The Fuzzy Tree will be in the Narthex for your
donations through Sunday, December 3rd.
All donations will be sent to the Thornwell
Home for Children.
Thank you so much!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BEADLE
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

5
12
19
26

Linda Roberts
Kim Seal
Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola
Aaron Roberts
LITURGISTS

Nov 5
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 26

Linda Roberts
Stephanie Dunn
Paul Szeto
Aaron Roberts
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Nov 5
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 26

Aaron Roberts
Stephanie Dunn
Mary Carol Stanley
TBD

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Nov 5
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 26

Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola
Tami Pass & Alisa Newsome
The Clipper Family
The Szeto Family

