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= Oct 1 Cheri Bailey

Oct 4 Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter
Oct 5 John Dunn

Oct 11 Judy Simmons

Oct 15 Sandra Martin

Oct 16 Zina Forsyth

Oct 16 Edward Maccombie

Oct 17 Carlton Smith

Oct 22 Jeffrey Cochran

Oct 28 Cydnee Keller
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DISCIPLESHIP

- The final Vacation Bible
. Kids' school (vBS) at The Mil

: ~ Community is Saturday, Octo-
i ;' Kanp ber 7th from 11-2 PM.

“All who eat and drink without
discerning the body, eat and
drink judgment against them-
selves.” (I Cor. 11:29)

The first Sunday in October is designated as
World Communion Sunday, which celebrates
our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and
sisters around the world. The apostle Paul
writes, "Accept one another, just as God has
accepted you." (Romans 14:1, 15:7). Please
join us on October 1, 2017 for this special com-
munion.

The Discipleship Committee would like to say a
special thanks for all who made Kids Kamp
possible. Thank you for your time, donations,
and especially your prayers. SPC is truly a
Mission Oriented Congregation and we AP-
PRECIATE YOU!
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The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and

sometimes 5th Thursday of the month at 10:00
AM in the conference room Please join us!
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A WORD FROM WARD
[ don't always try to feature my column every
month unless | really have something serious
to say. Besides, | wonder how many folks
really read the Newsletter. I'd really like to
know. You can email me if you want to.
By the time you read this, it will probably be
World Communion Sunday. That Sunday,
special music abounds with the choir singing
Mozart's "Ave Verum"(Hail the very body of
Christ who suffered for our sins...") and the
handbells will also be playing Beethoven's
"Ode to Joy" in a rather classical Sunday. So
it goes.
| have to brag a little bit on Dorothy and her
outstanding work with the choir. She contin-
ues to add and train new members. Even if
you don't want to try bells, you might want to
just come visit a rehearsal. It is not boring;
actually it is a lot of fun, quips included.
Also, the choair just keeps on keepin' on. Our
group has consistently demonstrated excel-
lent singing and attendance, averaging 90%
of our enrollment every week. That is amaz-
ing and indicative of the great love dedication
our folks demonstrate.
Itis a pleasure to be their conductor.

3. To Expose False Gospels

As we interact with other believers, we will see
what true Christianity is, which ought to expose
the common belief that Christians are self-
righteous, selfish individuals. As we labor, fellow-
ship, and serve alongside other Christians, and
as we observe the lives of other Christ-followers,
we will see what biblical Christianity looks like.
The more we see of genuine Christianity, the
more the counterfeits will be exposed.

4. To Edify the Church

Joining a church will help Christians counter their
sinful individualism and teach them the im-
portance of seeking to serve and edify others.
The benefit of being a member of a local church
is not primarily inward, but outward. Christians
attend a local church so they might have opportu-
nities to serve others and thus to serve God.
Every Christian should be eager to serve within
the church and to edify others through teaching,
serving, and exercising the spiritual gifts.

5. To Glorify God

We can bring God glory through the way we live
our lives. God is honored when we are obedient
to him. He is glorified when his people come
together in unity and harmony to find assurance,
to evangelize the world, to expose false gospels,
and to edify one another. God is glorified in and
through the local church.

FIVE REASONS YOU NEED TO JOIN A CHURCH

By Tim Challies, Christian Living

1. For Assurance

While a person should not feel he needs to
join a church in order to be saved, he ought
to join a church to be certain that he has
been saved. Christians, those who are in-
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, will naturally gravi-
tate towards other Christians and will desire
to be with them, to learn from them, and to
serve them. A person who professes Christ

JOSEPHS®S P AUNeSs R dgsire to be among his believing

brothers and sisters is not a healthy Chris-
tian. Thus, eager participation in a local
church and heartfelt attempts to measure our
enthusiasm for that group of believers is a
God-given way for us to assure ourselves
that we are truly saved.

2. To Evangelize the World

The gospel can best be spread through com-
bined and collaborative efforts. Throughout
the history of the church great men and wom-
en have attempted great things on their own
and have often been successful. But more
often, great things have been accomplished
through the collaborate efforts of Christians
working together. If we are to reach this world
with the gospel message of Jesus Christ, we
must share our efforts with other believers.

Goodness &

Groceries Ministry

Our Goodness and Groceries Ministry will
meets on Wednesdays, at 5:00 Rt
ing the school year. We are continuing
our partnership with Food Depot, Cotton
Indian Elementary, Smith Barnes Elemen-
tary, and Stockbridge Middle School to
insure no child goes hungry on the week-
ends. And now we’re also partnering with
Dutchtown Middle School! If you are look-
ing for a way to serve God by serving oth-
ers, please join us in the Fellowship Hall.

PrCpic  In the past your support in
4 Oﬁenng paying the Presbytery of Great-
: er Atlanta per capita has been
} greatly appreciated. The Ses-
Q&‘ sion is again asking your sup-
| port with per capita in 2017 by
“ providing a gift of $23.00 per
SPC member. Thank you.
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Stated MeetingAugust 15, 2017

Clerkds Report:

The Session received a letter from Presbyter-
ian Mission asking SPC to consider support-
ing a mission co-worker.

The Session received a letter from the Pres-
byterian Investment & Loan Program Inc.
announcing our CD balance as of 9/27/17 of
$11,973.41.

The Session received a letter from Thornwell
asking for our support of their Building Fami-
lies program.

The Consent Agenda was approved.

Jim reminded committee members responsi-
ble for rating church employees to have their
evaluations completed by the end of August.

Jim reminded committees to prepare their
2018 budget for the annual budget meeting
on 9/24/17.

Resources Committee:
The Session reviewed the June and July
2017 financial statements.

Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.

Discipleship Committee:

The Session approved Nursery services to
be provided on Wednesday nights for Choir
Rehearsal.

Pastords Report:
Susan discussed a meeting she had with our
Congregational Consultant from Presbytery.

New Business:
No new business.

There being no further business to conduct,
the meeting was closed with everyone pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer.

Special Meetings:
August 6, 2017

Susan Bennett opened the meeting with
prayer.

Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meet-
ing was to discuss readings in “Our Daily
Bread” and Chapter 10 in “Sailboat Church”
and conduct items of new business.

Arlene Lathrop selected a reading from “Our
Daily Bread” and discussed the impact of the
devotional on her. Further discussion by
members of the Session followed.

Susan led a discussion on Chapter 10 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members
described passages they felt important.

The Session approved the use of the Fellow-
ship Hall for an ice cream social 2-4 pm on
August 12, 2017.

The Session approved a Taking Action Meet-
ing/Luncheon for some of the younger mem-
bership to share new ideas that they may like
to see take place in our church on August 13,
2017.

The Session approved Teacher Appreciation
Sunday and the use of the Fellowship Hall on
August 27, 2017. A covered dish luncheon
will be served and small token/gift will be
presented to Sunday School Teachers and
Nursery Workers.

The Session approved a Homecoming Picnic
on October 15, 2017. Details to follow.

The next special meeting will be Sunday,
September 24, 2017.

The reason for the meeting having been ac-
complished, Arlene Lathrop closed the meet-
ing with prayer.

Congregation Meeting
August 13, 2017

Rev. Susan Bennett called the meeting to
order and opened with a prayer at 12:15 PM.
Jim Beisner, Secretary, declared a quorum of
10% of active members present.

The moderator stated the purpose of the
meeting was to elect the 2017 Nominating
Committee, whose job will be to nominate
four individuals for the Elder Class of 2020.

Susan introduced Laura Richardson who was
approved by the Session to serve as Chair of
the 2017 Nominating Committee. Laura intro-
duced Arlene Lathrop as her Co-Chair from
the Session. Laura then read the names of
the following members who have volunteered
to serve on the Nominating Committee: Aa-
ron Roberts, Tami Pass, Paul Szeto, and
Mary Thompson. A motion was made and
seconded to close the nominations. The

slate was unanimously elected.

The purpose for which the meeting was
called having been accomplished, the meet-
ing was closed with a prayer and the benedic-
tion by Rev. Bennett.

Every Sunday morning at
BREAKFAST 9:00 AM a delicious break-
fast is served in the Fel-
lowship Hall. This is a won-
derful time of fellowship.
Please consider signing up
to prepare a breakfast one
Sunday. The sign up
sheet is located on the
refrigerator in the fellow-
ship hall.

FELLOVSHIP
Bridge Family Baskets

Bridge Family Baskets

meet on the second
Thursday of every month at
10:00 AM in the Fellowship
Hall.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BEADLE

Oct 8 Terry Holmes
Oct 15 Ron Scheer
Oct 22 Stephanie Dunn
Oct 29 Gene Ingram

LITURGISTS

Oct 8 Terry Holmes
Oct 15 Sue Scheer
Oct 22 Stephanie Dunn
Oct 29 Jo Linda Ingram

CHI LDRENG8S SERMON

Oct 8 Mary Carol Stanley
Oct 15 John Dunn

Oct 22 Aaron Roberts

Oct 29 Monica Coutin-Baxter

CHI LDRENG6S WORSHI

Oct 8 The Howard Family

Oct 15 The Baxter Family

Oct 22 Stephanie Dunn & Diana Taylor
Oct 29 The Roberts Family



