
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
       Easter Sunday 

 
   

(Laura Richardson) 

2 
 7:00    AA Mtg. 

3 
  6:30    Discipleship Mtg. 
  7:00    Boy Scouts 

4 
  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
 

5 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  AA Mtg.  

6 
 

7 
 
 

8    
Communion             

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Terry Holmes) 

9 

7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 

10 
 9:00  Early Risers  
 7:00  Boy Scouts 

11 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00         G &G  
  6:00         Handbell Rehearsal  
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
    

12 
  5:30  Resources Mtg.   
  7:00  AA Mtg. 
   
 

13 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts      

14 
 

15 
   12:15 Witness Meeting         (Sue Scheer) 

16 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

17 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
7:00   Stated Session Mtg. 
  

 

18 

  7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
  5:00        G&G 
  6:00        Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00        Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

19     

 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Mtg. 
   

  

20 
 

21 

 

 

22 
 
 

 
   
 
 

(Stephanie Dunn) 

23 

7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

24 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
 
 

25 
7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
6:00         Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 

26 
 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Mtg. 
 

27 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts 

28 

9:00  Church 
      Work Day 

 

29 

       
 
 
 
 
 

(Jo Linda Ingram) 

30 
7:00   AA Mtg. 

     

     

  

APRIL 2018 

Apr   1  Ken Day 
Apr   4  Kaitlyn Clipper 
Apr   9  Annie Laura Kelly 
Apr 14  Jacob Ingram 
Apr 22  Phyllis Howard 
Apr 22  Savannah Sewell 
Apr 23  Amara Pass 
Apr 25  Joel Bryant 
Apr 27  Lee Hart 
Apr 27  Megan Wells 
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SPRING BREAK (SCHOOL’S OUT) 

T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                                                                           R e v .  S u s a n  B e n n e t t ,  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

Apr i l  2018  

 
Apr   8 Psalm 133 
  1 John 1:1-2:2 
  “Sin Is Only for Other People!”
  
Apr  15 Psalm 4 
  1 John 3:1-7 
  “Abiding in Jesus” 
 
Apr  22 Psalm 23 
  John 10:11-18 
  “Why Sheep?” 
 
Apr  29 Psalm 22:25-31 
  1 John 4:7-21 
  “God is Love”  
 

 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

    
What’ll we do now that Easter’s over?  
Well, certainly, we can all take a deep 
breath and rest up a little – but don’t get too 
comfortable!  April is still pretty busy and so 

is May.   And I’m not just talking about church!  School 
will be finishing for the year, there are vacations to be 
planned and enjoyed, graduations and parties, wed-
dings and parties, relatives to visit – and that’s just the 
happy things!  Along with the good times, everyone 
has their share of not-so-good times: ailing friends and 
family who need care, jobs to be worked, finances to 
struggle with, our own health issues.  That day when 
you stop at a traffic light and the guy behind you plows 
into you – it’s not your fault, but it’s still your hassle.  
Kids leaving home for the first time – always hard to 
deal with.  When the trucking company loses the pack-
age you’ve been waiting for FOREVER and gee, 
they’re sorry, but it’ll be another 2 weeks.  (Just hap-
pened to me.  Grrr!) 
Well, I guess this is more than just busyness.  What it 
is … is life on planet earth.  I’ll always remember hear-
ing a sermon 100 years ago called, “Life is a Hassle!”  
The preacher made a list of hassles much longer than 
the one I just made.  And no one could argue with any-
thing on the list – all those hassles are part of life, day 
after day.  They’re not likely to kill us, but they can sure 
make us feel frustrated and unhappy.  And if we don’t 
learn to take them in stride, sometimes we can turn 
into that person we all hate to be around, who moans, 
“Why is it always ME?  Why do I have it so much 
worse than anybody else?  It’s just not fair!”” 
Honestly?  I’ll listen to about 10 seconds of that and 
then we’re going to shut it down and get to work.  EVE-
RYBODY’S life has very hard times.  That’s life on 
planet earth.  But we just celebrated Easter, and we 
talked about Christ’s resurrection and the fact that he’s 
alive today and right HERE through the Holy Spirit.  
Always.  Every second.  So let’s put him to work!  It’s 
not likely he’ll make our lives hassle-free, but he can 
and does give us a rich, full life in spite of the hassles! 
Here’s something true.  All the water in the ocean can’t 
sink a boat – unless it gets inside.  If the water does 
get inside, it takes over and pretty soon the water’s 
heavier than anything else and we’re sinking.  Doesn’t 
have to happen!  Think about Jesus.  Talk to him.  Tell 

him everything that’s going on in your life, and ask for 
help when you need to.  Be silent with him.  Sing to 
him.  Say “thank you” all the time.  Read scripture.  Talk 
about Jesus with your friends.  That kind of inner life 
fills us up and keeps the water hassles out. 
This is good not just for life’s daily hassles, but also for 
the tidal wave moments, when you actually feel like 
you’re drowning.  Call out to God.  Reach for your 
friends and let them help you.  Hang on for dear life and 
KNOW that as long as you’re in God’s hands, you’re 
safe. 
And … church.  It may not seem like attending work day 
or a committee meeting or Sunday School or Bible 
study or worship will help with hassles and life in gen-
eral.  But ALL these things help.  Why?  Because they 
remind us that God is all around us, in the hearts of 
people who love him and love us, and who actually 
WANT to help and helping gives them joy.  Church can 
help us feel closer to God.  And isn’t that where we al-
ways want to be? 
Much love to you all.  And see you in church! 
 
Susan 
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 Goodness &  

    Groceries Ministry  

Our Goodness and Groceries Ministry  
meets on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
during the school year.  We are contin-
uing our partnership with Food Depot, 
Cotton Indian Elementary, Dutchtown 
Middle,  Smith Barnes Elementary, 
and Stockbridge Middle School to en-
sure no child goes hungry on the 
weekends.   If you are looking for a 
way to serve God by serving others, 
please join us in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Discipleship Committee 
The Discipleship Committee would like to say 
a special THANK YOU to all who made our 
Lent to Easter journey a meaningful experi-
ence. 
Thank you to Jason Howard for draping the 
exterior cross for Lent, Good Friday, and 
Easter Morning!, Linda Roberts and her team 
for cooking our delicious Maundy Thursday 
meal; and to the congregation for their dona-
tions to ensure everyone was a part of the 
meal preparation. Linda Hodges for ordering 
the palms for Palm Sunday and Easter Lilies 
for Easter morning.,  Ward Gailey for leading 
the choir in beautiful selections throughout the 
season. Dorothy and her ding-a-lings for the 
wonderful bells, and to Sue Scheer for usher-
ing and including the congregation in the pro-
cession of the palms on Palm Sunday.   Good 
Friday is always my favorite service of the 
year.  Thank you to Linda for setting up the 
Tenebrae service and to all the readers who 
added so much to the service. The Wired 
Word class completed the Max Lucado ses-
sion “He Chose the Nails”.  Thank you to all 
who attended!  Susan, we certainly appreciate 
you EVERYDAY!  Well done!  

  This year the Relay for Life event is on Fri-
day, May 4th and begins at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Salem Baptist Church Park.   
 
 Below is the link to the SPC Friends Team 
page.  You can use this link to join our team 
or make a donation.  There are also forms in 
the Narthex for you to purchase a luminary in 
honor or in memory of a loved one.  
  
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?
team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_l
ocale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA  

If you have addresses for anyone on the pray-
er list, please forward to Peggy Chase at 
pchase111@comcast.net or you can turn 
them into the church office.  Prayer cards are 
mailed out monthly.   

The Resources Committee will be 
having a church work day on 
Saturday, April 28th.    We will 
begin at 9 AM and will have cof-
fee and donuts.  Work to be done 

includes:  pressure washing the church, some 
interior painting of doors, cleaning walls,  gen-
eral cleanup.  There is a signup sheet in the 
narthex, so you can sign up for specific 
tasks.     

What is a Tenebrae Service? 
Rev. Kenneth W. Collins   

 
 The word ‘tenebrae’ is Latin for shadows. 
The purpose of the Tenebrae service is to 
recreate the emotional aspects of the pas-
sion story, so this is not supposed to be a 
happy service, because the occasion is not 
happy. If your expectation of Christian wor-
ship is that it should always be happy and 
exhilarating, you won’t appreciate this ser-
vice until the second time you attend it. 
    
  The service was originally designed for 
Good Friday, but it can be used for Maundy 
Thursday as well. Both services have long 
scripture narratives, which for this service 
are divided into seven, eight, or nine parts, 
each one assigned to a different reader. 
   
  The service may include other parts, such 
as solemn hymns, a sermon, and Commun-
ion, but the core of the Tenebrae service 
works like this: It starts out with the church 
in candlelight. There are as many candles 
as there are readings, plus a white Christ 
candle. The readers go up one at a time, 
read their assigned selections, and extin-
guish one of the candles, until only the 
Christ candle remains. Then someone 
reads the first part of Psalm 22, which Je-
sus quoted on the cross. Then the Christ 
candle is put out, leaving the congregation 
in near total darkness—and near total dev-
astation. At this point, the service ends. 
There is no benediction and the people 
leave in silence. (The lights are turned up 
but remain dim so that people can see their 
way out.) 
  
  The purpose of the service is to recreate 
the betrayal, abandonment, and agony of 
the events, and it is left unfinished, because 
the story isn’t over until Easter Day. 
 
  The first time I went to a Tenebrae ser-
vice, I thought it was awful, because I didn’t 
understand it. But I went a second time and 
now it is my favorite service in the year! 
After I became a pastor, I had one at my 
church. It was the first time they experi-
enced a Tenebrae service, so I prepared 
them for it. Everyone who attended said it 
was the most moving service they had ever 
been to. 

   If you see only the happy ending of a movie, 
everyone who saw it from the start is elated, 
but you go away saying, “So they were all 
hugging each other? So what?” But if you see 
the beginning and the middle part, with all the 
suspense and grief, you understand what the 
characters overcame, and the happy ending is 
all the happier. So to me, attending the Easter 
service without attending the Holy Week ser-
vices is like watching the happy ending of the 
movie without seeing the middle—you only rob 
yourself of joy. 
 
Copyright © 2017 by the Rev. Kenneth W. 
Collins. Reprinted with permission. 

 
Stated Meeting - February 20, 2018 

 
Clerk’s Report:   
Communications:  
   The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 2018 
Support request was returned indicating 
SPC’s budget support for 2018.   
   The Session received three letters from 
Thornwell requesting our consideration to 
give generously for a program of family ther-
apy delivered in their homes.   
   The Session received a thank you letter 
from the Flint River Presbytery for our $35.00 
donation for tornado relief.   
   The Session received a letter from Presby-
terian Church (USA) requesting our support 
of the special offering One Great Hour of 
Sharing this year.   
   The Consent Agenda was approved.   
   The 2017 Annual Statistical Report:  The 
report was reviewed and approved.  
   The 2017 Session Minutes Review:  The 
report is complete and awaiting the clerk of 
session’s return for finalization. 
   Jim reminded committees their input for the 
2017 annual report was overdue. 
   Jim reviewed the schedule for updating the 
church officer handbook. 
 
Resources Committee: 
   The January 2018 and the 2017 financial 
statements were reviewed. 
  
Witness Committee: 
   No issues or recommendations. 
 
Discipleship Committee: 
   The Session approved the contract hire of 
Allie Dunn as nursery worker on a probation-
ary period. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
   Susan reminded the Session of the March 
4, 2018 Special meeting and study of the 
book “Leading a Life with God”.  The Session 
is to read the Introduction and Chapter 1. 
 
New Business:   
   The Session approved the use of the Fel-
lowship Hall on May 5, 2018 from 12:00 pm 
to 6:00 pm for a baby shower for Aaron and 
Jennifer Dunn. 
   The Session approved the use of the Fel-
lowship Hall on May 19, 2018 from 2:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm for a Boy Scout Court of Honor. 
   There being no further business to conduct, 
the meeting was closed with everyone pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer. 
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SESSION MINUTES  

BEADLE 
 
Apr    8   Terry Holmes 
Apr  15 Ron Scheer  
Apr  22 Stephanie Dunn  
Apr  29 Gene Ingram 
    

 LITURGISTS 
 

Apr    8 Terry Holmes 
Apr  15 Sue Scheer   
Apr  22 Stephanie Dunn 
Apr  29 Jo Linda Ingram 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
Apr    8 Aaron Roberts 
Apr   15  Monica Coutin-Baxter 
Apr   22 Paul Szeto 
Apr   29 Tami Pass 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
Apr    8 The Coutin-Baxter Family 
Apr  15 Stephanie Dunn/Diana Taylor 
Apr  22 The Szeto Family 
Apr  29 Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola 

  In the past your support in paying 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
per capita has been greatly appre-
ciated.  The Session is again ask-
ing your support with per capita in 
2018 by providing a gift of $24.23 
per  SPC member. Thank you. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

         5 ON THE 1ST 

          FOR   

            JOSEPH’S PANTRY 

 

The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th 
and sometimes 5th Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 AM in the conference 
room  Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
Circle #2 meets the 1st Wednesday @ 5:30 
PM in the Parlor.    

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA

