Fe b r u a r y 2 0 1 8
Page 4

Stockbridge Presbyterian Church

Volume 18 Issue 2

4740 North Henry Blvd.
Stockbridge, GA 30281
Phone: 770.474.7777
Fax: 770.474.7775
Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com

Stockbridge Presbyterian Church

FEBRUARY 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.

4

7:00 Girl
Scouts

5

6

7

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

12:15 Witness Meeting

7:00 AA Mtg.

Communion

7:00 AA Mtg.

7:30 AM
5:00
5:30
6:00
7:00

12:00 PW#1 Circle Mtg.
6:30 Discipleship Mtg.
7:00 Boy Scouts

(Gene Ingram)

11

7:00 AA Mtg.

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Boy Scouts

AA Mtg.
G &G
PW#2 Circle Mtg.
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 AM AA Mtg.
5:00
G&G
7:00
Ash Wednesday Service

5:30 Resources Mtg.
7:00 AA Mtg.

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.

7:00 Girl
Scouts

9:00 Presbytery
Meeting

(Jeffrey Cochran)

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Stated Session Mtg.

(Aaron Roberts)

25

7:30 AM AA Mtg.
6:00
Handbell Rehearsal
7:00
Choir Rehearsal

Winter Break - School’s Out

26

27

28

7:00 AA Mtg.

9:00 Early Risers
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:30 AM
5:00
6:00
7:00

(Lee Hart)

Feb 4
Feb 4
Feb 6
Feb 6
Feb 13
Feb 17
Feb 18
Feb 19
Feb 20

Jean Bunker
Sydney Clipper
Arlene Lathrop
Maegan Seal
Jason Howard
Doug Scott
Allie Dunn
Jim Beisner
Sue Rodgers

AA Mtg.
G&G
Handbell Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

Feb 23 Elora Newsome
Feb 24 Carol Turk

10:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 AA Mtg.

SPC SPOTLIGHT

The Church At The Bridge

If this is February, your pastor’s out recovering from knee surgery! But I’m
happy to say that worship and service
go on as usual. Here’s the preaching
lineup for the month:

Rev. Susan Bennett, Pastor

gift of choice – one of God’s many gifts to us.
You’re NOT going to want to miss this!
And by the way – in the middle of all this, our Ash
Wednesday service is on February 14 at 7:00 P.M.
My intention is to be here for that no matter what,
and I really doubt if I’ll be up on the platform, either!
As most of you know, Ash Wednesday (well, all of
Lent, and Easter) is my favorite time of the year,
and I’d hate to miss the chance to be with you all
and prepare our hearts for Lent. So, Lord willing, I’ll
see you all then.

On February 4, our dear friend Joy Fisher will
come to preach and serve communion. Most of
you have known her for years and for those of you
who haven’t: you’re going to love her! Joy’s a seasoned pastor and a longtime friend to SPC. She’s
currently a Congregational Consultant for the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and, because she and
her family have moved to Tucker, we don’t see her Please keep me in your prayers, as you will be in
as often as we once did. So this will be a special mine. You can’t even imagine how much I’ll miss
each of you and our times together in ministry and
treat.
worship. But our Session is WONDERFUL, we’ve
February 11 our preacher will be Sandra Martin. got great guest preachers, and I know you’ll be in
She’s an Honorably Retired PC(USA) minister who good hands. My plan is to be back early in March.
moved from Florida to Stockbridge to be closer to See you soon, and much love to you all –
family, but many of you know her simply as a choir
member and soloist with a beautiful soprano voice. Susan
I’ve never heard Sandra preach and I’m sorry to
UPCOMING SERMONS
have to miss her.
Feb 4 Isaiah 55:6-13
Chip Blankenship will be here on February 18.
Mark 4:1-9, 13-20
Chip and I were actually at Columbia Seminary
“The Prodigal Sower”
together. After graduation he served churches
Rev. Joy Fisher, Guest Preacher
outside of Georgia, and is now Director of Operations and a Congregational Consultant for the
Feb 11 Leviticus 13:45-46
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. He’s just a really
Mark 1:40-45
good guy and I think you’ll enjoy him.
“Hey, Who's In Charge Here?”
Rev. Sandra Martin, Guest Preacher
On February 25, Al Myers, another Honorably Retired PC(USA) minister, will be here to preach.
He’s preached at SPC before and amazed us all Feb 18 Rev. Chip Blankenship, Guest Preacher
by reciting the scripture passage from memory and
preaching without notes – and not from the platform! I know you’ll welcome him back with open Feb 25 Micah 7:18-20
Romans 3:21-26
arms.
“Do Your Feet Reach the Floor?”
Rev. Al Myers, Guest Preacher
AND … Sunday School’s going to be wonderful.
Sue Scheer will be teaching a 4-week study on the
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DISCIPLESHIP

The Discipleship Committee would love to have
YOU join our committee. If you are interested
in learning more about what we at
SPC do to prepare for Worship and
Christian Education or have program
suggestions, please join us on Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 6:30 PM in
the conference room. We have many
opportunities for you and would very
much appreciate the help! Especially
as we prepare for our upcoming Holy
Week Services.

he removed for us. The empty tomb
where he forever defeated sin and
death.
The hill of the cross is rich with the
gifts of God’s grace. These were
gifts he didn’t have to give. The only
required act for our salvation was
the shedding of blood, yet God did
so much more. So, as we unwrap
these gifts, we need to pause and
listen for his voice. As we do, perhaps we will hear him whisper, “I did
it just for you.”

Please join us for our Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, February
14, 2018 at 7:00 PM.

1. He Chose to Be One of Us
2. He Chose to Forgive Us
3. He Chose to Invite Us into His
Presence
4. He Chose to Love Us Forever
5. He Chose to Give Us Victory

New Sunday School Offering during
Lent.

Session includes:

When: Starting Sunday, February 25
Time: 9:30 AM
Place: Parlor (Will adjust to accommodate audience)
Duration: 5 lessons
Intended Audience – Ages 15-100,
please join us. RSVP with Laura at
Laura_h_richardson@yahoo.com

Thanks,
Laura

Max Lucado’s - “He Chose the Nails”

Every Sunday in February, while
Susan is away recovering from surgery, our Sunday School class will
be studying “The Gift of Choice”, led
by Sue Scheer. CHOICE is just one
of the many gifts God has given us,
but do we always recognize it as a
gift? And how does this gift of
choice complicate our lives and/or
make our lives better? See what
scripture has to say! The class
meets at the end of the hall in the
Education Building, Sundays from
9:45 - 10:30. If you're a long-time
Sunday School attendee, this will be
a good Bible study for you, and if
you've never attended Sunday
School, it's a good time to start!

Every gift from God reveals his love,
but no gift reveals his love more than
the gifts of the cross. These gifts came
not wrapped in paper but in passion.
They were not placed around a tree
but around a cross. They were not
covered with ribbons but sprinkled with
the blood that Christ shed on our behalf.
In this five-session video Bible study,
Max Lucado explores the many gifts
that Christ provided to us at his crucifixion. These include not only the gift of
the cross, but also the gift of the thorns
that pierced his brow. The nails that
tore his flesh. The seamless robe that

A WORD FROM WARD

SAVE THE DATE
2018 Relay for Life is May 4, 2018 at
7:00 p.m., Salem Baptist Church Park.

The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th
and sometimes 5th Thursday of the
month at 10:00 AM in the conference
room Please join us!
Goodness &
Groceries Ministry
Our Goodness and Groceries Ministry
meets on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m.
during the school year. We are continuing our partnership with Food Depot,
Cotton Indian Elementary, Dutchtown
Middle, Smith Barnes Elementary,
and Stockbridge Middle School to ensure no child goes hungry on the
weekends. If you are looking for a
way to serve God by serving others,
please join us in the Fellowship Hall.
5 ON THE 1ST
FOR
JOSEPH’S PANTRY

I believe everyone on earth has a gift, but
I am limiting my scope today to our Sanctuary Choir.
Of the sopranos, Laura is our soloist.
She is dedicated and very loving. Her
clarinet background serves her too. Sandra, also a soloist, and I share a deep
appreciation for classical music. We
communicate regularly. Joan is fun as
she seems to waltz into the choir
room. She is always there. Jackie has a
sweet spirit and a voice to match. Carolyn is our elocutionist, who possesses
excellent diction and reads with great
expression. Lin is my sweet wife. She is
an excellent, degreed musician, leading
our section of sopranos.
The altos include Terry, who with an
English cathedral music background can
sing soprano if needed, as she possesses the best range in the choir. Linda is
the leader with the lowest range. She
also has experience and musical training.
Tami is a strong alto with honor choir
experience. She often sits next to her
mom Arlene, who has music degrees
and is a professional oboist. Lee is the
heart of our group and very dedicated,
often arriving quite early.
Jeffrey is our only tenor, but what a good
one he is, having been a member of the
Georgia Tech Chorale, conducted by one
of my dear friends.
The basses include the highly experienced Doug, who has excellent attention
to detail. And Jacob, who is always early, extremely helpful, and a fast learner of
music, including being a new handbeller. Greg, Mr. Fixit, is the bass with the
lowest range. Who is always ready to
handle a solo and anything else. Since
our men's section is the smallest, I place
them closest to the congregation.
Our choir is a fellowship of 15 dedicated
worshipers, who deeply love God and
each other. You are invited to visit us on
most Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. Music
readership is NOT a requirement. If you
cannot come every Wednesday, we have
a special remedial rehearsal on Sunday
mornings starting as early as 10 a.m.
Extra help is also provided, as needed by
appointment.

Stated Meeting - December 19, 2017
Clerk’s Report:
The Session received a letter from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta requesting our 2018
commitment to support the PGA budget and
a copy of their narrative budget.
The Session received a letter from the PC
(USA) Director of Special Offerings thanking
us for our $30.00 Peace & Global Witness
Offering and requesting our participation in
the Joy Offering.
The Session received a letter from the PC
(USA) Presbyterian Mission also thanking us
for our $30.00 Peace & Global Witness Offering.
The Consent Agenda was approved.
Jim reminded the committees of requirements for the 2017 annual report.
The Session approved the 2018 activities
calendar.
Resources Committee:
The Session approved to deposit the funds
from the USAPC CD into an undesignated
Mission fund.
The Session approved the $500 donation
from the Taylor Foundation be used for Witness outreach missions.
October 2017 financial statement was reviewed.

There being no further business to conduct,
the meeting was closed with everyone praying
the Lord’s Prayer.
Special Meeting:
December 3, 2017
Rev. Susan Bennett opened the meeting with
prayer.
Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the meeting was to discuss readings in “Our Daily
Bread”, Chapter 10 in “Sailboat Church”, and
to conduct items of new business, if necessary.
Rev. Bennett selected a reading from “Our
Daily Bread” and discussed the impact of the
devotional on her. Further discussion by
members of the Session followed.
Susan led a discussion on Chapter 10 of
“Sailboat Church” in which Session members
described passages they felt important.
The next special meeting will be Saturday
January 13, 2018.
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Rev. Bennett closed the meeting
with prayer.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Discipleship Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Pastor’s Report:
Susan had no report.
New Business:
The Session approved Jim Beisner as Clerk
and Sue Scheer as Assistant Clerk of Session for 2018.
The Session approved Kim Seal as Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for 2018.
Kim presented a proposal to better secure
the church during worship by locking the
back door at 11:00 am, side doors locked at
9:45 am and outside sanctuary doors locked
at 11:15 am. The Session discussed these
options and brought up points that need to be
investigated. Stephanie suggested hiring an
officer to be in the narthex. The proposal
was tabled until the January stated meeting.
The Session approved a $100.00 Christmas
bonus in VISA cards for all church employees.

BEADLE
Feb 4
Feb 11
Feb 18
Feb 25

Gene Ingram
Jeffrey Cochran
Aaron Roberts
Laura Richardson
LITURGISTS

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4
11
18
25

Gene Ingram
Jeffrey Cochran
Aaron Roberts
Lee Hart
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4
11
18
25

Tami Pass
Stephanie Dunn
John Dunn
Aaron Roberts

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

4
11
18
25

The Baxter-Coutin Family
The Clipper Family
The Szeto Family
The Roberts Family

