
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
  9:00  Early Risers 
  4:00  Presbytery Mtg. 
  7:00  Boy Scouts 
 

2 
  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00          G&G 
  5:30          PW #2 Circle Mtg. 
  7:00          Choir Rehearsal 
 

3 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  AA Mtg.  

4 
 

5 
 
 

6    
Communion             

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Linda Roberts) 

7 

7:00    AA Mtg. 
 
 
 

8 
 9:00  Early Risers  
 7:00  Boy Scouts 

9 

  7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
  5:00         G &G  
  7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
    

 

10 
  5:30  Resources Mtg.   
  7:00  AA Mtg. 
   
 

11 
7:00  Girl 
         Scouts      

12 
 

13 
 Celebrate the Gifts 
Of Women 
       (Mary Carol Stanley) 

14 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

15 
  9:00   Early Risers 
11:00   Pentecost Project &                                                                                                      
            Lunch 
  7:00   Boy Scouts 
  7:00   Stated Session Mtg. 
  

16 

  7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
  5:00        G&G 
  7:00        Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

17     

 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Mtg. 
   

  

18 
 

19 

 

 

20 
Pentecost Sunday 
 
12:15  Witness Mtg. 

 
 

(Paul Szeto) 

21 

7:00   AA Mtg. 
 

 

22 
Election Day Voting 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 
 

23 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
5:00         G&G 
7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
   

24 
 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Mtg. 
 

25 
Last Day of  

School 

7:00  Girl 
         Scouts 

26 

 

 

27 

       
 
 
 
 
 

(Aaron Roberts) 

28 
7:00   AA Mtg. 
 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

29 
9:00   Early Risers 
7:00   Boy Scouts 

30 
7:30 AM   AA Mtg. 
7:00          Choir Rehearsal           

31 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  AA Mtg.  

  

     

  

MAY 2018 

May   1  Kirubanithy Mani 
May 10  Susanna Sierra 
May 11  Brad Pass 
May 12  Susan Bennett 
May 14  Lynne Bailey 
May 17  Justin Stanley 
May 22  Terry Holmes 
May 26  Peggy Beisner 
May 26  Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola 
May 26  Laura Richardson 
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May 31  Kingsley Mani 
May 31  Melissa Schroer 
May 31  Mabel White 

T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                                                                           R e v .  S u s a n  B e n n e t t ,  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

May 2018  

May   6 1 John 5:11-13 
  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
  “Discernment” 
   
May 13 Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
               Elder Stephanie Phillips-Ayoola, 
  Guest Preacher 
   
May 20 Pentecost Sunday 
  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
  Acts 2:1-12 
  “Surrendered” 
  
May 27 Isaiah 6:1-8 
  Romans 8-12-17 
  “Hot Coals and Death!” 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

There’s a country tune being played lately, 
called “Most People Are Good.”  It’s kind of 
a low-key, feel-better-in-this-messed-up-
world kind of song, and I find myself sing-

ing it at random moments during the day.  Lyrics like: 
 I believe kids ought to stay kids as long as they 
can.  Turn off the screen, go climb a tree, get dirt on 
their hands. 
 I believe we gotta forgive and make amends, be-
cause nobody gets a second chance to make new old 
friends. 
 I believe them streets of gold are worth the work, 
but I’d still want to go even if they were paved in dirt. 
 I believe if you just go by the nightly news your 
faith in all mankind would be the first thing you lose. 
 I believe this world ain’t half as bad as it looks. 
 I believe most people are good. 
 
So this song’s in my head now and I can’t get it out!  
And since it’s there, I’ve been thinking about it.  DO I 
believe most people are good?  Because watching the 
nightly news is, for me, horrifying and painful.  The 
other day I heard these words come out of my mouth: 
“I think someone should just assassinate Bashar al-
Assad.”  (President of Syria since 2000 and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Syrian Armed Forces.)  The 
nightly news shows the effects of the nerve gas war 
he’s waging against his own citizens, children includ-
ed.  When these stories come on TV, I have to look 
away.  I have to look away when I see preparations 
being made for a white supremacist rally in Newnan, 
Georgia.  Neo-Nazis later burned a swastika that lit up 
the night sky.  I also have to look away when I see 
stories of abused animals or even ASPCA commer-
cials.  Too much serious exposure to the nightly news 
can make me feel discouraged, almost hopeless.  Are 
most people good, really? 
 
But maybe … this world ain’t half as bad as it looks.  
Because news is, let’s face it … BAD news.  That’s 
what makes the headlines.  (I’ve been advised to quit 
watching the nightly news. That’s probably good ad-
vice.)  Rarely is there a story about churches providing 
weekend food for under-resourced kids.  It doesn’t 
make the news when a friend stays all night at the hos-
pital with a loved one, or carries a casserole to a be-

reaved family, or simply controls their temper and does 
something loving instead.  OR … forgives and makes 
amends.  And yet these are the small/large acts of kind-
ness that make up the day-to-day reality of our lives.  
They just don’t show up on the nightly news. 
 
One good thing: realizing that I was fantasizing about 
the death of Bashar al-Assad sent me FLYING back to 
God to repent and ask for help.  And that’s probably the 
bottom-line best thing about the bad news everywhere 
– we have to pray, because there’s so little we can con-
trol or change, and God is our best and only hope in 
this world.  And really?  It doesn’t matter if most people 
are good or not.  It matters if I’m good.  It matters if 
you’re good.  And once again, this sends us back to 
God, for he truly is our only source of goodness, love, 
and service.  God is the one who, if we focus on him, 
will give us not discouragement and hopelessness, but 
faith and confidence in his eternal goodness and his 
plan.  Streets of gold or paved in dirt?  Who cares?  As 
long as we’re with Jesus, that’s all that matters!  And 
that’s true for right now, and forever. 
 
Much love to you all.  See you in church – 
Susan 
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 Goodness &  

    Groceries Ministry 

Our Goodness and Groceries Minis-
try  meets on Wednesdays at 5:00 
p.m. during the school year.  We 
only have four weeks left for this 
school year.  Why not commit to the  
final weeks and join us in the Fel-
lowship Hall the last four Wednes-
days.  We would love to have you. 

WITNESS 

We have celebrated the coming of 
our Savior at Christmas. His death 
and resurrection at Easter.  And 
soon we will be celebrating the 

descending of His Holy Spirit.   
What better way to celebrate than through 
good food and a working project, but most of 
all fellowship with one another.   
On  Tuesday, May 15th at 11:00 a.m. we will 
be gathering in the fellowship hall to work on a 
project to be used in the sanctuary on Pente-
cost Sunday.    
So plan to bring your favorite salad dish to 
share (fruit, pasta, meat, green, etc.), a pair of 
scissors, and a desire to talk, laugh, and have 
a great time.  Drinks and dessert will be fur-
nished 
Any questions, please call Sue Scheer or 
Laura Richardson. 

  This year the Relay for Life event is on 
Friday, May 4th and begins at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Salem Baptist Church Park.  Please 
stop by our Campsite (#14) to show your 
support for our team, SPC Friends!      
   Below is the link to the SPC Friends 
Team page.  You can use this link to join 
our team or make a donation.  There are 
also forms in the Narthex for you to pur-
chase a luminary in honor or in memory of 
a loved one.  
  
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?
team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&
s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0
VkPA  

The Prayer Cards at SPC is an im-
portant part of my ministry.  In order for 
me to send a Prayer Card from our 
church, I need the names and mailing 
addresses.  This can be put on the 
Prayer Request cards, email me at 
pchase111@comcast, or call to Church 
Office.  I do not have any addresses for 
the military members on the prayer list, 
so please send if you have an address. 
 
Peggy M. Chase 
Prayer Card Ministry 

Why is Pentecost important? 
                     (from Biblwork.net) 
 
In the Old Testament, the day of Pentecost 
was a celebration held 50 days after the Jew-
ish festival of Passover (Lev 23:16, Exod. 
34:22). In the New Testament, on the day of 
Pentecost after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit powerfully came 
upon His disciples, enabling them to speak in 
foreign languages (sometimes called 
“tongues”) that they had not studied, and to 
proclaim the Gospel boldly to those gathered 
in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost (Acts 
2). The events recounted on the day of Pente-
cost in Acts 2 have a number of important 
implications for Christians today. 
 
1. Presence of Jesus with Us 
After His resurrection, Jesus promised to al-
ways be with the disciples (Matt 28:20). Then 
He left them and went up to heaven (Luke 
24:51). However, the spirit of Jesus (namely, 
the Holy Spirit) came upon the disciples at 
Pentecost, fulfilling Jesus’ promise to be with 
the disciples always. 
 
2. Gospel for All Peoples 
Before Jesus came, in order to be one of 
God’s people, you had to be a Jew. Or you 
had to convert to Judaism, including culture, 
customs, traditions, etc. However, the super-
natural proclamation of the Gospel in other 
tongues on the day of Pentecost was God’s 
way of powerfully declaring that the Gospel is 
for all peoples, cultures, and languages. Peo-
ple from any culture or language can be one 
of God’s people. They do not need to convert 
to Judaism. But they can stay in their own 
culture, and use their own language, and still 

Why is Pentecost Important? (Con’t) 
be a believer. Even more than that, God is 
now calling all people everywhere to repent 
and believe the Gospel (Acts 2:38-39). 
 
3. Power for Testimony 
Before Pentecost, the disciples were still 
scared and not yet proclaiming the Gospel 
widely. But Jesus had told them that He was 
sending His Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49, John 
14:16-18) so that they would receive power to 
be witnesses of their risen Lord Jesus Christ 
throughout the world (Acts 1:8). Before Pente-
cost, the Spirit was not absent, being involved 
in creation (Gen. 1:2) and in regenerating 
God’s elect so that they would believed in Him 
(John 3:8, Titus 3:5). But at Pentecost, the 
Spirit came much more powerfully upon Jesus’ 
disciples, and now dwells in (and empowers) 
all disciples of Jesus today (Eph.1:13-14). The 
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost and the spe-
cific events of that day were a one-time event, 
but the Spirit continues to be present with all 
Christians, enabling them to tell others about 
Christ and to live the Christian life. 

Stated Meeting - March 20, 2018 
 

Clerk’s Report:   
Communications:  
   The Session received a thank you letter for 
our donation to the Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance.   
 
    The Session received thank you letters 
from Presbyterian Mission and Special Offer-
ings thanking the church for our $220.00 Joy 
Offering  
 
   The Consent Agenda was approved.   
 
    The 2017 Session Minutes Review:  Jim 
reported the 2017 Session meeting minutes 
were reviewed by Presbytery and found to be 
without exception.  
 
    Jim reminded committees their input for 
the 2017 annual report was overdue. 
 
   Jim reviewed the schedule for updating the 
church officer handbook. 
 
Resources Committee: 
   The Session approved use of the fellow-
ship hall on April 21st for Troop 65 Spring 
Pancake breakfast. 
 
   The Session approved sponsoring a Ven-
ture Crew. 
 
   The Session reviewed the February 2018 
financial statement. 
  
Witness Committee: 
   No issues or recommendations. 
 
Discipleship Committee: 
   No issues or recommendations. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
   Susan had no report. 
 
New Business:   
   Kim and Laura presented the members 
being recommended to be dropped from the 
rolls of SPC. The Session approved the rec-
ommendations pending completion of letters 
being sent to the people. 
 
   There being no further business to conduct, 
the meeting was closed with everyone pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Special Meeting 
March 4, 2018 
 
   Susan Bennett opened the meeting with 
prayer. 
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SESSION MINUTES SESSION MINUTES  

BEADLE 
 
May    6  Linda Roberts 
May  13 Mary Carol Stanley  
May  20 John Dunn  
May  27 Aaron Roberts 
    

 LITURGISTS 
 

May   6 Linda Roberts 
May  13 Mary Carol Stanley   
May  20 Paul Szeto 
May  27 Aaron Roberts 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
May   6 Stephanie Dunn 
May  13  Stephanie Dunn 
May  20 Aaron Roberts 
May  27 Monica Coutin-Baxter 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 
 
May   6 Tami Pass 
May  13 Greg Lathrop 
May  20 The Howard Family 
May  27 The Roberts Family 

  In the past your support in paying 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
per capita has been greatly appre-
ciated.  The Session is again ask-
ing your support with per capita in 
2018 by providing a gift of $24.23 
per  SPC member. Thank you. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

         5 ON THE 1ST 

          FOR   

            JOSEPH’S PANTRY 

 

The group meets on the 1st, 3rd, 4th 
and sometimes 5th Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 AM in the conference 
room  Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
Circle #2 
PM in the Parlor.   

   Rev. Bennett stated the reason for the 
meeting was to discuss readings in “Our 
Daily Bread” and Introduction & Chapter 1 of 
“Leading a Life with God”. 
 
   Jim selected a reading from “Our Daily 
Bread” and discussed the impact of the de-
votional on him.  Further discussion by mem-
bers of the Session followed. 
 
   Susan led a discussion on the Introduction 
& Chapter 1 of “Leading a Life with God” with 
Session members describing passages they 
felt important. 
 
   The reason for the meeting having been 
accomplished, Jim Beisner closed the meet-
ing with prayer. 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=2263860&pg=team&fr_id=88670&s_locale=en_US&et=XOV3iah8ty73q6JbH0VkPA

