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7:00 AA Mtg.
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7:00 AA Mtg.

7:00 Boy Scouts
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(Church Office Closed)
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7:00 AA Mtg.
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12:15 Resources Mtg.
12:15 Witness Mtg.
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7:00 Boy Scouts

7:30 AM AA Mtg.
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7:00 AA Mtg.

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Stated Session Mtg.

7:30 AM AA Mtg.
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12:15 Discipleship Mtg.

(Sue Scheer)
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Amy Roberts
Krimson Mani
Jo Price
Paul Szeto
Carolyn Francis
Abigail Newsome
Mary Thompson
Carol Abbott
Darin Clipper
Mike Seal

THE SPC SESSION
Jim Beisner, Clerk of Session
Discipleship
Monica Coutin-Baxter (21)
Tami Pass (21)
Aaron Roberts (20)
Paul Szeto (21)

Witness
Jeffrey Cochran (19)
Terry Holmes (21)
Stephanie Phillips Ayoola (19)
Resources
Gene Ingram (21)
Kim Seal (20)

SPC SPOTLIGHT

The Church At The Bridge

Rev. Betsy Turner, Interim Pastor

The back to school drive will
kick off in July. This will assist the children at the four
schools we partner with for
Goodness and Groceries.
Items needed will be placed
on the wish tree located in
the narthex. Monetary donations will also be accepted.
On Saturday, July 13 from 2 - 4:00 p.m. our
Witness Committee will be hosting a Community Ice Cream Party. This is for everyone, so please invite your friends, family,
and neighbors to come out and enjoy ice
cream with us.

Our Sanctuary Choir will be taking a
well deserved summer break, starting July 10. They will resume on
Wednesday, August 7.
Enjoy your summer!

We are collecting winter coats, small blankets, socks, scarves, gloves for the Coat
Closet. A bucket will be placed in the hallway leading to the nursery for you to place
your donations in.
Thank you so much!

Every summer, we see
a significant decrease
in giving as our faithful
members go on
vacation... but our
expenses don't take a summer break!
Please plan accordingly,
and keep SPC in mind
whether you are here or
away!
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Dear Friends,
At a recent worship service at a
church of another denomination, I
was reminded of the power and the
responsibility of hospitality in the
church. This particular service had a
lot of congregational responses and
choreography that were unfamiliar to me, and throughout the
worship, I was deeply aware that I was an outsider, not fully
welcome. It wasn’t a good feeling. But it was a good reminder
to me of the importance of how we welcome people into the
church.
We can’t just offer a polite handshake at the door. We have to
make sure that every person who comes in feels warmly welcomed – and not just by a designated greeter, but by the whole
congregation.
We must make sure our services and events are structured so
that everyone (and especially newcomers) knows what’s going
on. We can’t assume people know when to respond “and also
with you” in our service, or the way to our Fellowship Hall, or
even what churchy words like “fellowship” mean.
We need to make it abundantly clear that all people are welcome in our worship and our events – regardless of who they
are, how they look or dress, where they came from, or what
they believe. It’s not enough to just nod politely and shake their
hands during the passing of the peace and then sit quietly on
our own pew – we need to truly engage them and welcome
them into the church family.
Here in 2019, our evangelism strategy cannot just be the old
idea that “if you build it, they will come.” We can no longer just
announce events on the reader board outside and assume
people will flock to us. We (you – the church family!) have to
personally invite people into the life of the church AND go out
into the world and be the church, taking the good news out
among people who will never darken our doors.
My recent experience in a sister denomination was not a good
one – I felt profoundly unwelcome. But I’m sharing it with you
in hopes that it will be a learning experience for all of us. I hear
God challenging me and all of us toward even greater hospitality, openness, warmth, evangelism, and invitation to our neighbors, so that SPC can be known far and wide as a warm and
loving family and a church that truly welcomes all.
Peace,
Betsy


 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS
Jul

7

Psalm 30
2 Kings 5:1-14
“Wash and be clean”

SESSION MINUTES

Stated Meeting - May 28, 2019

Jul 14

Psalm 82
Luke 10:25-37
“The Right Answer, The True Neighbor”

Jul 21

Guest Preacher

Clerk’s Report:
Communications:
The Session received no communications since the last stated meeting.
The Consent Agenda was approved.
Gene reminded the committees about updating the Church
Officer Handbook.

Jul 28

Service of Story and Song
The Book of Jonah

Resources Committee:
April 2019 financial statements were reviewed.

CAT scan coming soon!
Be on the lookout for an important survey
coming your way! The Church Assessment Tool is designed to help churches take a look at themselves and discern strengths, trends, hopes, and growing
areas for the congregation. Your answers will shape the
search for the next pastor and the ongoing direction and
leadership of the church. All local active church members
over 16 are encouraged to fill it out. If you have an email
address on file with the church office, you should receive a
link by email around July 8. If you do not use email, we plan
to have computers available on a few July Sundays to facilitate taking the survey, or we can get you a paper copy to fill
out the old-fashioned way. Your honest anonymous responses are critical as we move forward together!

Witness Committee:
No issues or recommendations.

conjunction with Resources, candidates will be interviewed to
fill the position.
The Session approved paying Dorothy Clark through the
month of August 2019 as a severance package. Betsy and
Kim will meet with Dorothy to inform her of the decision.

The Women's Bible Study will be on hiatus for the summer. They will resume on Thursday, August 15.

Discipleship Committee:
No issues or recommendations.
Pastor’s Report:
Betsy reported that she will be the Bible Study leader for the
Annual Camp Meeting at Smyrna Presbyterian Church June 24
-27, 2019.
Betsy discuss Media Relations for the church and asked Jeffrey to work with her on updating the Web Page. Action will
also be taken to better manage the Facebook page and devise
a central point of contact to pass relevant information to our
Facebook/Web page manager.
Betsy remined the session of their individual and collective
responsibilities and encouraged all to be more responsive individually and as a group.
Betsy mentioned she received a note from the Presbyterian
Peacemaking Fellowship thanking us for participating in that
offering.
New Business:
The Session called a Congregational meeting for 6/16/2019
for the purpose of electing CNC members.
The Stated Session meeting for July was reset to 7/30/2019
due to Betsy being out of town.
A workday was set by the Discipleship committee for
6/22/2019 from 9 until 11 to clean all the youth and nursery
classrooms of old craft and educational items.
Old Business:
The Session approved moving up to $1800 from the SPY
Youth Fund to the General Fund to cover the cost of providing
Nursery coverage for the Stated and Called Session meetings
and One Discipleship committee a month to cover expenses for
FY 2019. Resources will budget these expenses for FY 2020
in the annual budget.
The Session approved moving forward with filling the Organist position. An interview panel will be formed by Ward and in

5 ON THE 1ST FOR JOSEPH’S PANTRY

I

Items Needed: Sweet Peas
Canned Soup, Canned Potatoes,
& Jelly

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BEADLE
Jul 7
Jul 14
Jul 21
Jul 28

Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
Judy Simmons
Ron Scheer
LITURGISTS

Jul 7
Jul 14
Jul 21
Jul 28

Terry Holmes
Laura Richardson
Carolyn Francis
Sue Scheer
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Jul 7
Jul 14
Jul 21
Jul 28

Monica Coutin-Baxter
Paul Szeto
Tami Pass
Stephanie Dunn
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS

Jul 7
Jul 14
Jul 21
Jul 28

The Howard Family
The Roberts Family
The Coutin-Baxter Family
Stephanie Dunn/Diana Taylor

