
4740 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

Phone: 770.474.7777 

Fax: 770.474.7775 

Email: spcusa7777@gmail.com 

S t o c k b r i d g e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

2 

7:30 a.m.   AA Meeting 
5:00           G&G 
5:30           PW #2 Circle 
7:00           Choir Rehearsal  

3 

 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Meeting 
 

4 5 
11:30  Kid’s 
           Camp @ 
          The Mill  

6       

     Communion 
 
 
 (Stephanie Ayoola) 

7 

7:00  AA Mtg. 
 
 

8 
 7:00  Boy Scouts 

9 

  7:30 AM  AA Mtg. 
  5:00        G&G 
  7:00        Choir Rehearsal  
                                   

10 
    7:00  AA Mtg. 
   
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

12:15  Called Session 
.          Meeting      

(Terry Holmes) 

14 
 7:00  AA Mtg. 
 

 

15 
7:00  Boy Scouts   
.   
                                                                                
   

16 

  7:30 a.m. AA Mtg. 
  5:00        G&G 
  7:00        Choir Rehearsal 
   

17   

 10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
   7:00  AA Mtg.   
   

18 
 

19 

 
 

20 

12:15  Resources Mtg. 
12:15  Witness Mtg. 

     
(Stephanie Dunn) 

21 

7:00 AA Mtg. 
  
 

 

22 
 7:00  Boy Scouts 
  

23 
 7:30 a.m. AA Mtg. 
 5:00         G&G 
 7:00         Choir Rehearsal 
  

24 
10:00   Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00   AA Mtg. 
 
    

25 
 

26 

  

 

27 
                  (Gene Ingram) 

28 
7:00  AA Mtg. 
 

29 
 7:00  Boy Scouts 
 7:00  Stated Session Mtg.  

30 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg. 
 5:00          G&G 
 7:00          Choir Rehearsal 

31 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00  AA Mtg. 

  

     

  

OCTOBER 2019 

Oct   1   Cheri Bailey 
Oct   4   Monica Andrea Coutin-Baxter 
Oct   5   John Dunn 
Oct 11   Judy Simmons 
Oct 15   Sandra Martin 
Oct 16   Zina Forsyth 
Oct 16   Edward MacCombie 
Oct 17   Carlton Smith 
Oct 22   Jeffrey Cochran 
Oct 27   William Turner 

                           Oct 28   Cydnee Keller  
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THE SPC SESSION  
     Jim Beisner, Clerk of Session    

                              
  
           Discipleship    Witness 
    Aaron Roberts (20)   Jeffrey Cochran (19) 
    Paul Szeto (21)  Terry Holmes (21) 
                  Stephanie Phillips Ayoola (19) 
    
 

        Resources     
                Gene Ingram (21)                   

                 Kim Seal (20)  

T h e  C h u r c h  A t  T h e  B r i d g e                                                       R e v .  B e t s y  T u r n e r ,  I n t e r i m  P a s t o r  
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Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 

Oc tober  2019  

Volume 19 Issue 10 

Ward 

   On September 8, you unanimously elected Annetta  
Harper, Terry Holmes, Aaron Roberts, Kim Seal, and 
Paul Szeto as the Pastor Nominating Committee.  
Thanks to each of them for their willingness to serve.  
The work started right away, with a meeting with Cas-
sandra Morrow and John Callahan, our Presbytery con-
tacts.  The next steps are prayer and conversation – 
both within the team and with you through listening ses-
sions.  Keep an eye on this space for PNC updates.  
Feel free to reach out to any member of the committee if 
you have questions or concerns. 

 
 
 
 
   This month's column is mostly an appeal.  Our choir 
has shrunk in numbers.  Sure, we still sing well and our 
current crew is highly talented, but we have lost sing-
ers.  We miss, Doug and Joan, Carolyn, and Tami. 
Longer ago, we lost Jack and Allison.  More recently, 
Charles Fisher passed and six of our crew just sang at 
his memorial.  They all loved the church and the choir. 
But now we need your assistance in renewal. 
   Many of you can sing, and I have already asked you 
to join us, maybe more than once.  When I was young, 
I used to be quite pushy, but in my maturation I learned 
to be kind and simply invite people.  So, please consid-
er this another invitation. 
   Some may be intimidated.  Some may think that they 
have to know how to read music or have prior experi-
ence in choir, band, or orchestra.  That is not true.  We 
are master music educators and we can teach you, if 
you will give it a try.   
   I remember not long ago having a good 16 singers 
on roll.  Right now, we are down to 11 active mem-
bers.  We now average 9 singers every Sunday, but 
only 6 on Wednesdays.  So, I am "putting out the 
fleece," by asking you to pray for our choir. 
   I dearly love this church.  In my decades of experi-
ence, I have never felt so loved and appreciat-
ed. Please pray and consider visiting our practice. 

Kid’s Camp @ The Mill 
In the Wild Amazing Encounters with Jesus 

October 5, 2019 
From 11:30 - 2 PM 

   
Please Join Us @ The Mill Mobile Home Community 
                              6545 GA Hwy 42  
                      Rex, GA  30273  

Elder Nominating Team 

   It’s that time of year 
again, to think about 
whom God is calling to 
serve on the Session 
beginning in January.  

You unanimously elected Gene Ingram, Linda Roberts, 
and Sue Scheer to serve as your elder nominating com-
mittee, and they are prayerfully at work.  If you have a 
name (your own or someone else’s) to suggest for con-
sideration, please let a member of the committee know, 
or use the form in the bulletin. 

Nov 17 – Fellowship Lunch after church in honor of 
SPC’s 110th anniversary.  (And stay tuned for an oppor-
tunity to purchase commemorative bricks for our prayer 
garden!) 
Dec 8 – Creative Worship opportunity at SPC. (while our 
music folks are away for the special joint Advent service 
at Epiphany Lutheran in Conyers) 
Dec 15 – Special Joint Advent Lessons and Carols  
Service, here at Stockbridge Presbyterian. 
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BEADLE 
 
Oct    6   Stephanie Phillips Ayoola 
Oct  13  Terry Holmes 
Oct  20  Stephanie Dunn 
Oct  27  Gene Ingram 
  

 LITURGISTS 
 
Oct    6  Stephanie Phillips Ayoola 
Oct  13  Terry Holmes 
Oct  20  Stephanie Dunn  
Oct  27              Gene Ingram 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
Oct    6  Diana Taylor 
Oct  13  Aaron Roberts 
Oct  20  Stephanie Dunn 
Oct  27  John Dunn 

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WORKERS 

 
Oct    6  No Children’s Church 
Oct  13  Stephanie Phillips Ayoola 
Oct  20  The Roberts Family 
Oct  27  The Coutin-Baxter Family 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Dear Friends, 

 

On October 7th, I will celebrate the 7th anni-
versary of my ordination.  Most ministers 
(and elders) don’t observe their ordination 

date, but I’ve never been able to ignore mine.  I always find 
myself reflecting on my ministry, and especially about the 
churches and people I’ve served.  Some of it I can tally up: 1 
baptism (remind me to tell you about it some time, because it’s 
a great story), 2 renewals of vows, 3 churches served, 4 mar-
riages officiated, 5 elders ordained.  There are certain moments 
that stand out – every single funeral I’ve done, several particu-
larly holy conversations, a few moments of crisis and disap-
pointment, and thankfully, many more moments of fulfillment 
and satisfaction. 

But what means the most to me is all the stuff I’ve lost count of 
– the many, many meals blessed, prayers raised, sermons 
preached, bedsides visited, families comforted, stories shared, 
Bible verses read, loaves broken, word proclaimed.  I continue 
to feel so humbled and grateful for this “odd and wondrous call-
ing.” 

And I am thankful to be serving among you for this transitional 
season.  Many of you have expressed to me and to the PNC 
that you wish I could stay here at SPC as your installed pastor.  
The answer is, and always has been, no, that’s not how the 
interim process works.  But I am incredibly honored and flat-
tered by the question. 

I have heard testimony of how powerfully the Spirit worked in 
calling Susan to you…and I was there to feel the Spirit clearly 
present in calling me to this place… so I trust – and invite you 
to trust with me – that the same Spirit is also at work through 
the search process that will bring your new pastor, someone 
you will come to love and cherish more than you can imagine 
right now. 

So, on this anniversary, I’ll spend some time in prayer, giving 
thanks to God for this incredible work that I get to do, for the 
winding and blessed road that brought us together for this sea-
son of ministry, and for each one of you. 

 

Peace, 

Betsy 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
 

Oct    6 Isaiah 25:6-9 
  1 Corinthians 11:17-34 
  “A Crowded Table”        
 
Oct  13 Psalm 46 
  Jeremiah 29:1-14 
  “The Welfare of Your City”  
   
Oct  20 Jeremiah 31:31-34  
  Luke 18:1-18     
  “Not Losing Heart” 
  
Oct  27 Isaiah 16  
  Acts 9:32-43  
  “Remembering the Saints”  

 
 
 
 

We are collecting winter coats, small blankets, socks, 
scarves, gloves for the Coat Closet.   A bucket will be placed 
in the hallway leading to the nursery for you to place your 
donations in.  Thank you so much!  

Stated Meeting - August 27, 2019 
 

Clerk’s Report:   
Communications:  
 
The Session received the Statement of Giving report for 1st & 
2nd Quarters 2019 from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta.   
 
The Session received a note from Presbyterian Peace Fellow-
ship thanking SPC for our generous donation.   
 
The Session received a letter from the City of Stockbridge, GA 
asking if the church wants to advertise on the new Resource 
Guide & Street Map. 
 
The Consent Agenda was reviewed.   
 
Jim asked Gene to update the committees on the Church Of-
ficer Handbook. 
 
Jim reminded the committees Performance Appraisals on the 
church staff they are responsible for are to be completed by the 
end of August 2019.  The results should be used in making 
recommendations for salary adjustments. 
 
Jim reminded the committees the annual budget meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday 9/8/2019.  Resources will provide a profit 
and loss statement for each committee that will cover July 2018 
to June 2019 for planning use.   
 
Jim asked for a report on the August Presbytery of Greater 
Atlanta meeting. 
 
Resources Committee: 
July 2019 financial statements were reviewed.   
 
Witness Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Discipleship Committee: 
No issues or recommendations. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
Betsy led a discussion on the committee meeting dates and 
times. 
 
New Business:   
The Session received and approved Tami Pass’ resignation 
from the Session effective 8/18/19.  Tami’s under shepherd 
was redistributed to other Elders. 
 
Betsy discussed the slate of the Pastor Nomination Committee 
being presented to the congregation on 9/8/19.   
 
Betsy discussed the composition of the Elder Nomination Com-
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SESSION MINUTES 

mittee to be presented to the congregation on 9/8/19. 
 
Old Business: 
Betsy asked for updates on actions for the 110th SPC anni-
versary.  Kim will head up an effort to raise funds for a brick 
program for the anniversary event. 
 
Betsy asked for updates on actions for the Bridgefest event.  
Kim will serve bottled water commencing at 10:00 am on 
9/28/19. 
 
Betsy asked for updates on actions for the listening to the 
community project.  It was decided to pursue 2 speakers 
from local schools to be invited to a worship service and 
luncheon in the late winter or early spring 2020. 
 
Special Meeting - August 11, 2019 
Rev. Turner stated the reason for the meeting was to dis-
cuss readings in “Our Daily Bread” and Chapter 2 of 
“Neighborhood Church”. 
 
Tami Pass read a devotional from Our Daily Bread and dis-
cussed the impact of the devotional on her.   Further discus-
sion by the members of Session followed. 
 
Betsy led a discussion on Chapters 2 of “Neighborhood 
Church” with Session members describing passages they 
felt important. 
 
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, 
Rev. Betsy Turner closed the meeting with prayer. 

 

This Advent, our Sanctuary Choir is doing something extra 
special.  A former church of Ward’s, Epiphany Lutheran 
Church (ELC) in Conyers has invited our choir to combine 
with theirs for a special Advent Lessons and Carols service, 
to be offered at ELC on Sunday, December 8 at 10:30 a.m., 
and again at SPC on Sunday December 15 at our 11:00 
a.m. service.  This joint choir will present a musical Magnifi-
cat and some other more familiar holiday pieces.  Thanks to 
Ward and the choir this creative partnership that will surely 
bless both congregations. 
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