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SPC SPOTLIGHT

JUNE 2021

I am so delighted to join with you in
ministry. I am grateful for the ministry
that has happened in the years past
and the diligence of the Session, members, friends, staff, and former interim
Betsy, as you have taken time to be
kind to one another through this past
year (plus). For many people there was
an added task of figuring out the newest technology and not
even having the opportunity for others to come and show you
face to face. For some, you haven't been as connected as
before and you miss the Fellowship, Worship, Study, and
connection you had before the pandemic pushed us into a
new way of living.
I think about what scripture has to say about all this and I'm
reminded of a few stories and passages. There are many
stories of Jesus going off on his own in isolation in order to
get his mind right and focused on God and on the most
important call in his life. I think about the early Christians that
felt isolated from others and didn't know what it meant to
follow God and if they were doing it right. I think about Isaiah
43:19 "See, I am about to do a new thing." All these remind
me of the Ecclesiastes verses of "there is a time and season
to everything under heaven." This world has together seen a
new thing being done in and through Christ. We have all seen
seasons in our lives that are challenging and difficult and
somehow, by the grace of God, we get through it.
We are in a few new seasons of life together as a church,
community, and even country. For Stockbridge you all have
said goodbye to Betsy and are preparing to say hello to me
and my family. We look forward to worshipping with you and I
am doubly excited to get to know each of you. As a community and country, we are becoming more aware of COVID and
becoming vaccinated and better protected. As you have seen
there are many steps to move towards a semblance of
"normalcy" and being open and together. I will be working
with the COVID Reimagining Team and the Session to plan
our steps ahead for the future of gatherings. With that, I ask
as we once more are doing a new thing and entering into a
new season is to continue to be patient. Be patient with one
another and with our leadership. Love your neighbor in all
circumstances.
I look forward to meeting you, getting to know you, sharing
life and ministry with you.
Joyfully,
Pastor Kristy

WELCOME PASTOR KRISTY RAY!
Kristy’s first Sunday will be on June 6 at 11:00 am in the parking lot at our Drive-In Worship service. Let’s all be here to
welcome Pastor Kristy and her family.

Opportunities to
Worship
Jun 6 Outdoor Worship in the pavilion or in your car - FM Radio.
Service will be livestreamed to Facebook.
Jun 12 Recorded Worship
Jun 20 Live Worship with Communion, via Zoom.
Jun 27 More information to follow Session meeting about
COVID recommendations.
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Our ongoing conversation about race and racism
continues every other Thursday evening. In June,
we are scheduled for Thursday, June 10 & June 24
at 7:30 pm. Each group member has been tasked
to research a book, article, podcast, film or other material and come to
the meeting ready to present their ideas on the direction for our next
group study. Also, every group member has been challenged to think
of at least one other person they would like to invite to join “Let’s
Talk”. Linda Roberts has volunteered to lead the discussion on June
10. If you have any questions regarding this next meeting, please
contact her at 770-474-0220. Hope to see you then.
Come be a part of our Wednesday night fellowship!
We get together via zoom each Wednesday night 7:00 pm for kids, and 7:30 pm for church-wide fellowship!
Zoom information: see weekly email

We would love to have you join us! Our Adult Sunday
school is meeting via zoom every Sunday morning at
10:00 am.
Zoom information: see weekly email

The music ministry welcomes Rev. Kristy Ray, our new
pastor to the wonderful fellowship of SPC. The discipleship committee had the distinct pleasure of meeting her on Zoom
recently, and she is delightful. I particularly like the fact that she
disclosed to us that she is an admitted “cut up”. I love it. Welcome to
her and her family. God is good, all the time.
Henry County COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance
Program
We have received information that Henry County residents
can apply for Emergency Rental Assistance. So many have struggled
financially during this time. Please share this information with those in
need of assistance.
Contact information: Email - contact@henryerap.org
Phone - 855-436-7926
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday 8am - 2 pm
MISSION PROJECT - ADOPT
Our inventory is low, so please consider bringing your
donations for our Piedmont Transporter Unit to our Drive
In Worship Service on Sunday, June 6 at 11:00 am.
Items requested are:
Crackers
Little Debbie Cakes (or the like)
Instant Oatmeal/Grits
Chips
Bottled Water
K-Cups (coffee/tea/hot chocolate)
Remember our transporter unit does not have access to a microwave,
so no microwave popcorn.
COAT CLOSET MINISTRY
Items request are:
Socks & T-shirts

We are so grateful for all the donations given to
Joseph’s Pantry, and at present our selves are
stocked. This is due to your tremendous
generosity. We continue to make appointments for the pantry and
serve Henry County residents.
Ways to give. Give on-line, below is a link to donate to SPC.
You can also mail your checks to the church. Please contact the
church office if you wish to bring your donations by.

Session Report

WORD FROM WARD

Special Meeting - April 18, 2021
Rev. Turner stated the reason for the meeting was to address issues
that affect Stockbridge Presbyterian Church caused by the coronavirus
pandemic and other actions necessary to operate the church.
The Session approved the following minutes of previous called meetings: 3/21/2021 and 3/28/2021
Committee Reports
Resources:
Gene presented a short report on March 2021 financials. Income for
the month was lower than normal and a cause for concern if this trend
continues. Gene also reported on not moving forward with hiring a
custodian at this time.
Discipleship:
Aaron reported the committee will meet 4/25/21. The committee will
continue to discuss Betsy’s transition and future technology needs.
Witness:
Arlene reported the Witness Committee is contacting The Mill for feedback on the Easter basket event. Joseph’s Pantry received a large
donation of canned goods from Troup 65 and is well stocked. The
Transporter group at Piedmont Henry was resupplied last week. The
committee is looking into events that can take place outside during the
summer.

Building Update:
Gene provided an update on the repair of the church building caused
by water damage. Building repairs will be completed on 4/19/21.
The next issue to be addressed is moving of furniture this week.
Gene will get volunteers to help with this effort. Betsy thanked Gene
for his tireless effort in overseeing the building repairs.
Pastor’s Report:
Betsy stated she was grateful for the Session members and for all
the work that has been accomplished.
The Session approved conducting drive-in worship services on
5/23/21, 5/30/21 and 6/6/21.
The Session approved conducting communion on 5/30/21 during the
11:00 am drive-in worship service.
Session Business:
The Session decided to have a called meeting via video conference
on Sunday 5/16/2021 at 3:00 pm to discuss additional actions as
dictated by the situation concerning coronavirus.
The reason for the meeting having been accomplished, Rev. Turner
closed the meeting with prayer.

The church received the Paycheck Protection Program 2 loan of
$16,111.00. No word on the loan forgiveness process.
Gathering for Worship
There remains no activities at church facilities through April 30, 2021
except for drive thru events and parking lot worship services. The task
force revisited the proposed farewell event on June 1, 2021 and is planning for the event to take place as proposed. The task force is planning
for the event to take place currently under the pavilion but in the event
of weather, it will be moved to the fellowship hall. Appropriate guidelines for masking and distancing will be in place and monitored. A closer look at the numbers will take place at the next meeting and will decide if we can hold the event in the fellowship hall, as a first step in
reopening the church for small in person meetings. The task force
encourages church members to receive vaccinations when available.
The task force discussed the current Covid-19 numbers and the possibility of in person meetings in the fellowship hall beginning later this
year. Gene will check with our AC contractors to see if we can increase
the exchange rate of air flow into the church before our next meeting.
PNC:
Aaron provided an update on the PNC’s progress in finding our next full
-time pastor. Aaron stated the PNC is in negotiation with a candidate
with the final contract to be worked out in the next several weeks. The
proposed candidate’s start date will be 6/1/21 pending examination by
the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta.

Every month cards of encourage are sent to people in need of special
prayers. If you have someone you would like to receive these cards of
encouragement, you can send their name and address to Peggy Chase
at PChase111@comcast.net, or to the church office at
spcusa7777@gmail.net.

adult Sunday School and Kid’s Bible Study. Confirmation studies are
on hold until face to face meetings are allowed.

Aaron stated the Discipleship Committee will continue analyzing technology needs of the church.
Betsy updated the Session on the conversation on race discussions,

Friends, we will have 2 more Conference Calls and then starting on
June 17th at 10:00 am we will move the Women's Bible Study to the
pavilion until further notice. We will talk about how we want to
proceed with the group as it is focused on prayer and updates
gathering in person can allow us to study, pray, and reflect.

